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Head-quarters, Camp before York, October 1, 1781.

SIR,

LAST evening I was honoured with your excellency's favour of the 21st ult. with its inclosure.
The intelligence it contains respecting the British fleet is very agreeable, and will be immediately
transmitted to the count de Graf?e.

In my last, which bore date the 23d ult. I informed that our preparations for a near investment of the
enemy at York, were fast ripening to a point. I have now to acquaint your excellency that I marched
from Williamsburgh, with the whole army, on the 28th, and approached within about two miles of
the enemy at York. At which distance a shew was made of some opposition on our left: but upon the
count Rochambeau, who commands that part of the army, his moving a few pieces of field artillery
under the direction of the baron de Viominil, and giving a few shots, the enemy retired. On the 29th
the American troops moved forward, and took their ground in front of the enemy's works on their
left, no opposition except a few scattered shots from a small work, by Moor's-mill, on W?rmley creek,
and a battery on the left of Pigeo?-quarter. A small fire all day from our rifle-men and the enemy's
jugers. 30th, in the morning we discovered that the enemy had evacuated all their exterior line of
works, and withdrawn to those near the body of the town. By this means we are in possession of
very advantageous grounds, which command in a very near advance, almost the whole remaining
line of their defence. All the expedition that our circumstances will admit is using to bring up our
heavy artillery and stores, and to open our batteries. This work, I hope, will be executed in a few
days, when our fire will begin with great vigor.

The investment of the enemy is now fully compleated, and drawn very near their lines, except on
the river above the town, where their communication is still open. To prevent this, and to compleat
the new blockade, a request is gone to the count de Grasse, desiring him to push, if he thinks it



The Pennsylvania Packet or The General advertiser. Saturday October 27, 1781. [Contains letters by George Washington, Marquis

de Lafayette, Alexander Hamilton, Edward Hand]. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.14600700

practicable, one or more ships above the town. This, if effected, will answer many very valuable
purposes.

The position of the count de Grasse is judiciously taken, the main fleet keeping their station in
Lynn-Haven Bay, and detachments made to secure the rivers. The determination of the count is
favourably disposed to comply with our wishes in every necessary co-operation.

I shall continue to keep Congress advised of such occurrences as are worthy the communication.

With the highest regard and esteem,

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's Most obedient and most humble servant, G.
WASHINGTON.

His Excellency The President of Congress.

Head-quarters, before York, 12th October, 1781.

SIR,

MY last dispatch to your excellency was of the 6th. I then informed you that we should open
trenches on that night; we did so, and established our first parallel within 600 yards of the enemy's
works, with the loss of only one officer of the Frenchartillery wounded, and sixteen privates killed
and wounded, the greatest part of which were of the French line.

The 7th and 8th we were employed in compleating the 1st parallel, and in erecting batteries
somewhat advanced of it.

The 9th at three o'clock in the afternoon the French battery on the left, of four 12 pounders, six
mortars and howitzers, opened, and at 5 o'clock the American battery on the right, of six 18 and
24 pounders. two mortars and two howitzers, opened also. We were informed that our shells did
considerable execution in the town, and we could perceive that our shot, which were directed
against the enemy's embrazures, injured them much.

The 10th two French batteries, one of ten 18 and 24 pounders, and six mortars and howi?zers, the
other of fou? 18 pounders, opened: as did two more American batteries, one of four 18 pounders,
the other of two mortars. The fire now become so excessively heavy, that the enemy withdrew their
cannon from their embrazures, placed them behind the m?rlins, and scarcely fired a shot during the
whole day. In the evening the Charon frigate, of 44 guns, was set on fire by a hot ball from the French
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battery on the left, and entirely consumed. Her guns and stores had been taken out. By the report of
a deserter, our shells, which were thrown with the utmost degree of precision, did much mischief in
the course of the day.

Yesterday morning two of the enemy's transports were fired by hot shot and burnt. This has
occasioned them to warp their shipping as far over to the Gloucester shore as possible.

We last night advanced our second parallel within 300 yards of the enemy's works with little or no
annoyance from them. Only one man was killed and three or four wounded. I shall think it strange
indeed if lord Cornwallis makes no vigorous exertions in the course of this night or very soon after.

I cannot but acknowledge the infinite obligations I am under to his excellency the count de
Rochambeau, the marquis St. Simon, commanding the troops from the West-Indies, the other
general officers, and indeed the officers of every denomination in the French army, for the
assistance which they afford me. The experience of many of those gentlemen in the business
before us, is of the utmost advantage in the present operation. And I am sensible it must give your
excellency and Congress the highest pleasure to know that the greatest harmony prevails between
the two armies. They seem actuated by one spirit, that of supporting the honour of the allied arms,
and pushing their approaches with the utmost vigour.

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect and esteem,

Your excellency's most obedient and very humble servant, G. WASHINGTON.

His excellency the President of Congress.

Head-Quarters before York, 16th October, 1781.

SIR,

I HAD the honor to inform your excellency in my last, of the 12th instant, that we had the evening
before opened our second parallel; the 13th and 14th we were employed in compleating it. The
engineers having deemed the two redoubts on the left of the enemy's line sufficiently injured by
our shot and shells, to make them practicable, it was determined to carry them by assault, on the
evening of the 14th; the following disposition was accordingly made. The work on the enemy's
extreme left to be attacked by the American light infantry, under the command of the Marquis de la
Fayette; the other by a detachment of the French grenadiers and chaffeurs, commanded by major-
general the baron de Viominil. I have the pleasure to inform your excellency that we succeeded in
both. Nothing could exceed the firmness and bravery of the troops. They advanced under the fire of
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the enemy without returning a shot, and effected the business with the bayonet only. The reports
of his excellency the count de Rochambeau, the marquis de la Fayette, and lieutenant-colonel
Hamilton, copies of which I enclose, enter more particularly into a detail of the mode in which the
attacks, on the part of the French and American columns were conducted. We made prisoners, in
both redoubts, one major, two captains, three subalt?rns and sixty-seven privates.

The works which we have carried are of vast importance to us. From them we shall enfilade the
enemy's whole line; and I am in hopes we shall be able to command the communication from York
to Gloucester. I think the batteries of the second parallel will be in sufficient forwardness to begin to
play in the course of this day.

The enemy, last night, made a sortie for the first time. They entered one of the French and one of
the American batteries on the second parallel which were unfinished. They had only time to thrust
the points of their bayonets into four pieces of the French and two of the American artillery, and
break them off, but the spikes were easily extracted. They were repulsed the moment the supporting
troops came up, leaving behind them seven or eight dead and six prisoners. The French had four
officers and twelve privates killed and wounded, and we had one serjeant mortally wounded.

I enclose your excellency a return of the killed and wounded, of both armies, up to the present time.
It is much smaller than might have been expected.

I have the honour to be, with perfect respect,

Your excellency's most obedient servant, G. WASHINGTON.

His excellency the President of Congress.

Copy of the Report of his excellency the Count de Rochambeau.

ON the night between the 14th and 15th instant, the French was mounted by the regiments of
Gatinois and Royal Deux Ponts, commanded by the Baron de Viominil; to which were added four
companies of French auxiliary grenadiers. We had resolved to attack, as soon as dark, the two
redoubts on the left of the enemy, that were detached from their other works. The marquis de la
Fayette undertook that on our right with the American troops. The Baron de Viominil that on our
left with the French. Four hundred grenadiers, commanded by the count William Deux Ponts and
Mons de L'Estrade, lieutenant colonel of Gatinois, opened the attack; they were supported by the
regiment of Gatinois. The marquis de la Fayette and the baron de Viominil made so vigorous and
strong disposition of their troops, that they carried the two redoubts sword in hand, and killed,
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wounded or took the greater part of those who defended them. The number of prisoners amounts
to 73, one major and 5 other officers included.

The troops, both American and French, have shewn the most distinguished courage. The count
William dux Ponts was slightly wounded by a cannon ball; he is not in the least danger. The chevalier
de la Meth, adjutant quarter-master general, has been severely wounded in both knees by two
different musket balls. Mons. de Sireuit, captain of the chaffeurs of the regiment of Agenois and two
other officers of the same regiment have been wounded. 'Tis the third time that Mons. de Sireuit,
tho' very young, has been wounded, unluckily this time, the wound is very dangerous. We have had
100 men killed or wounded. The troops are full of the highest praises of the baron de Viominil, who
likewise is exceedingly pleased with their courage and firmness.

I have ordered two days pay to be distributed to the four companies of grenadiers and chaffeurs
of the regiment of Gatinois add Royal Deux Ponts, besides a more considerable reward to the ax-
bearers and carpenters, who opened the way for the troops through the abattis and pallisadoes.

Camp before York, 16th October, 1781.

MY DEAR GENERAL,

YOUR excellency having personally seen our dispositions, I shall only give an account of what passed
in the execution.

Colonel Gimat's battalion led the van, and was followed by that of colonel Hamilton, who
commanded the whole advanced corps; at the same time a party of eighty men, under colonel
Laurens, turned the redoubt. I beg leave to refer your excellency to the report I have received from
colonel Hamilton, whose, well known talents and gallantry, were on this occasion, most conspicuous
and serviceable; our obligations to him, to colonel Gimat, to colonel Laurens, and to each and all the
officers and men, are above expression: Not one gun was fired, and the ardor of the troops did not
give time to the lappers to derange the abattis; and owing to the conduct of the commanders and
bravery of the men, the redoubt was stormed with uncommon rapidity.

Colonel Barber's battalion, which was the first in the supporting column, being detached to the aid
of the advance, arrived at the moment they were getting over the works, and executed their orders
with the utmost alacrity. The colonel was slightly wounded. The remainder of the column, under
generals Mulenberg and Hazen, advanced with admirable firmness and discipline. Colonel Vose's
battalion displayed to the left, a part of the division successively dressing by him, whilst a kind of
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second line was forming columns in the rear. It adds greatly to the character of the troops, that
under the fire of the enemy, they displayed with perfect silence and order.

Give me leave, particularly, to mention major Barber, division inspector, who distinguished himself
and received a wound by a cannon ball.

In making the arrangements for the support of the works we had reduced, I was happy to find
general Wayne and the Pennsylvanians so situated as to have given us, in case of need, the most
effectual support.

I have the honour to be, with the most perfect respect, your Excellency's most humble servant, LA
FAYETTE.

His Excellency General Washington.

SIR,

I HAVE the honour to render you an account of the corps under my command, in your attack of last
night upon the redoubt on the left of the enemy's lines.

Agreeable to your orders we advanced in two columns with unloaded arms, the right composed
of lieut. col. Gimat's battalion and my own, commanded by major Fish. The left of a detachment
commanded by lieut. col. Laurens, destined to take the enemy in reverse, and intercept their retreat.
The column on the right was preceded by a van guard of twenty men, led by lieut. Mansfield; and
a detachment of sappers and min?rs, commanded by capt. Guilliland, for the purpose of removing
obstructions.

The redoubt was commanded by major Campbell, with a detachment of British and German troops,
and was compleatly in a state of defence.

The rapidity and immediate success of the assault, are the best comment on the behaviour of the
troops.

Lieut. col. Laurens distinguished himself by an exact and vigorous execution of his part of the plan,
by,
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entering the enemy's work, with his corps, among the foremost, and making prisoner the
commanding officer of the redoubt. Lieut. col. Gimat's battalion, which formed the van of the right
attack, and which sell under my immediate observation, encouraged by the decisive and animated
example oftheir leader, advanced with an ardour and resolution superior to every obstacle. They
were seconded by major Fi?h with the battalion under his command, who, when the front of the
column reached the abattis unlocking his corps to the left, as he had been directed, advanced with
such celerity, as to arrive in time to participate in the assault.

Lieut. Mansfield deserves particular commendation, for the ?oolness, firmness and punctuality,
with which be conducted the van guard Capt. Olney, who commanded the first platoon of Gimat's
battalion, is entitled to peculiar applause. He led his platoon into the work with exemplary
intrepidity, and received two bayonet wounds. Capt. Gilliland with the detachment of sappers and
miners, acquitted themselves in a manner that did them great honour.

I do but justice to the several corps, when I have the pleasure to assure you, there was not an officer
nor soldier whose behaviour, if it could be particularised, would not have a claim to the warmest
approbation. As it would have been attended with delay and loss to wait for the removal of the
abbattis and pallisades, the ardor of the troops was indulged in passing over them.

There was a happy coincidence of movements. The dedoubt was in the same moment inveloped and
carried on every part. The enemy are intitled to the acknowledgement of an honourable defence.

Permit me to have the satisfaction of expressing our obligations to colonel Armand captain Segonge,
the chevalier de Fontivieux, and captain Bedkin, officers of his corps, who, acting upon this occasion
as volunteers, proceeded at the head of the right column, and entering the redoubt among the first,
by their gallant example contributed to the success of the enterprize.

Our killed and wounded you will perceive by the enclosed return. I sensibly felt, at a critical period,
the loss of the assistance of lieutenant colonel Gimat, who received a musket-ball in his foot, which
obliged him to retire from the field. Captain Bets of Laurens's corps, captain Hunt and lieutenant
Mansfield, of Gimat's, were wounded with the bayonet, in gallantly entering the work. Captain
lieutenant Kirkpatrick, of the corps of sappers and miners, received a wound in the ditch. Inclosed
is a return of the prisoners. The killed and wounded of the enemy did not exceed eight. Incapable if
imitating examples of barbarity, and forgetting recent provocations, the soldiery spared every man
who ceased to resist.

I have the honour to be, with the warmest esteem and attachment,
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Sir, your most obedient humble servant, A. HAMILTON, Lieutenant colonel commandant.

The marquis de la Fayette.

Camp before York-Town, October 15, 1781.

RETURN of the Killed and Wounded of the French Troops since the beginning of the Siege of York.

From the 6th to the 7th October.

In making the first parallel. Kill. Wound. Main attack 0 1 Attack up the river at the left, 0 7 One
officers of the artillery wounded. From the 7th to the 8th. In making the batteries upon the 1st
parallel. Main attack 0 6 From the 8th to the 9th. Continuation of the batteries. Main attack 1
2 From the 9th to the 10th. Continuation of the batteries 0 Attack up the river 0 2 From the
10th to the 11th. The batteries firing—main attack 1 1 From the 11th to the 12th. Opening the
second parallel. Main attack 0 4 Attack up the river 0 3 From the 12th to the 13th. Commencing
of the batteries on the second parallel 6 11 Two officers wounded. From the 13th to the 14th.
Continuation of the batteries 1 28 Attack up the river 0 3 From the 14th to the 15th. Attack of the
two redoubts of the enemy down the river 41 57 Six officers wounded. Total. 50 127

Nine officers wounded, two of them since dead.

Return of the killed and wounded of the American army from the 28th September, 1781, the day
of the investiture of York, to the storm of the enemy's redoubts on the night of the 14th October
following, inclusive.

From the investiture of York to the opening of the first parallel on the evening of the 6th Oct
exclusive.

Continentals; killed 1 sergeant, 3 rank and file.

Wounded, 1 colonel* , 2 rank and file.

* Colonel Scammel, since dead.

Militia, killed 1 rank and file. Wounded 6 rank and file.

From the opening of the first parallel, to that of the second on the evening of the 11th October,
exclusive.
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Continentals, killed 2 rank and file. Wounded 3 rank and file.

Militia, Wounded 3 rank and file.

From the opening of the second parallel to the 14th October, inclusive.

Continentals, killed 1 captain, 3 rank and file, Wounded 1 captain, 7 rank and file.

Militia, killed 3 rank and file. Wounded 7 rank and file.

At the storm on the evening of the 14th October.

Continentals, killed 8 rank and file. Wounded 2 lieut. colonels, 1 major, 2 captains, 1 captain
lieutenant, 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 28 rank and file.

Total—Continentals, killed 1 captain, 1 serjeants, 16 rank and file. Wounded 4 colonel, 2 lieutenant
colonels, 1 major, 3 captains, 1 captain lieutenant, 1 lieutenant, 1 sargeant, 40 rank and file.

Total—Militia, killed 4 rank and file. Wounded 16 rank and file.

Officers killed at the opening of the second parallel.

Captain White, of colonel Vose's battalion infantry.

Wounded at ditto

Captain Gosselen, of general Hazen's regiment.

Officers wounded at the storm.

Lieutenant-colonels Barber and Gimat.

Major Barber, inspector to light infantry division.

Captains Olney and Hunt of colonel Gimat's battalion infantry.

Captain lieutenant Kirkpatrick, corps of sappers and miners.

Lieutenant Mansfield, of colonel Gimat's battalion infantry.
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EDWARD HAND, A. G.

Head-quarters, near York, 19th October, 1781.

SIR,

I HAVE the honour to inform Congress, that a reduction of the British army under the command
of lord Cornwallis is most happily effected.—The unremitting ardour which actuated every offices
and soldier in the combined army, on this occasion, has principally led to this important event at an
earlier period than my most sanguine hopes had induced me to expect.

The singular spirit of emulation, which animated the whole army, from the first commencement of
our operations, has filled my mind with the highest pleasure and satisfaction, and had given me the
happiest presages of success.

On the 17th instant, a letter was received from lord Cornwallis, proposing a meeting of
commissioners, to consult on terms for the surrender of the posts of York and Gloucester. This letter
(the first which had passed between us) opened a correspondence: A copy of which I do myself
the honour to enclose; that correspondence was followed by the definitive capitulation, which was
agreed to, and signed on the 19th; Copy of which is also herewith transmitted, and which I hope will
meet the approbation of Congress.

I should be wanting in the feelings of gratitude, did I not mention on this occasion, with the warmest
sense of acknowledgments, the very chearful and able assistance which I have received in the course
of our operations, from his excellency count de Rochambeau, and all his officers of ever rank, in
their respective capacities. Nothing could equal this zeal of our allies, but the emulating spirit of the
American officers, whose ardour would not suffer their exertions to be exceeded.

The very uncommon degree of duty and fatigue which the nature of the service required from the
officers of engineers and artillery of both armies, obliges me particularly to mention the obligation I
am under to the commanding and other officers of those corps.

I wish it was in my power to express to Congress, how much I feel myself indebted to the count
de Graffe, and the officers of the fleet under his command, for the distinguished aid and support
which has been afforded by them, between whom and the army the most happy concurrence
of sentiments and views have subfilled, and from whom every possible co-operation has been
experienced, which the most harmonious intercourse could afford.
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Returns of the Prisoners, Military Stores, Ordinance, Shipping, and other matters, I shall do myself
the honour to transmit to Congress as soon as they can be collected by the heads of departments to
which they belong.

Colonel Laurens and the viscount de Noailles, on the part of the combined army, were the
gentlemen who acted as commissioners for forming and settling the terms of capitulation and
surrender herewith transmitted; to whom I am particularly obliged for their readiness and attention
exhibited on the occasion.

Colonel Tilghman, one of my aids de camp, will have the honour to deliver these dispatches to your
excellency; he will be able to inform you of every minute circumstance which is not particularly
mentioned in my letter; his merits, which are too well known to need any observations at this time,
have gained my particular attention,and I could wish that they may be honoured by the notice of
your excellency and Congress.

Your Excellency and Congress will be pleased to accept my congratulations on this happy event, and
believe me to be, with the highest respect and esteem.

Sir, your Excellency's most obedient humble servant, G. WASHINGTON.

His excellency the President of Congress.

P.S. Tho' I am not possessed of the particular returns, yet I have reason to suppose that the number
of prisoners will be between five and six thousand, exclusive of seamen and others.

(For the Remainder see the last page.)

On Wednesday Next, Aat TWELVE o'Clock at Noon, at the Coffee-House, Will be Sold by Public
Auction, The Schooner General Arnold, With her Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, as she now lays at
Mi??in's Wh?rff, between V?n-streets, agreeable to an Inventory to be seen at the of Sale, being a
Prize taken by the Letter of Marqu Ship Nonsuch. Captain Wells.

By Order of the Court of Admiralty, CLEMENT BIDDLE, Marshal.

SOUTH-CAROLINA.

By his Excellency John Rutledge, Esquire, Governor and Commander in Chief of the said State.
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A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS the forces of the United States having compelled the troops of his Britannic majesty
to surrender, or evacuate the several strong posts which they held in the upper and interior
settlements, and retreat to the vacinity of Charlestown, and the enemy being, therefore, unable to
give that protection and support, which they promised, to their adherents, left many inhabitants of
this state, who had taken up arms with them (induced so to do by their artful representations) to
become victims to their injured country. Wherupon such persons, to escape or avoid the effects of
its just resentment, followed and remain with the British army, or lurk and conceal themselves in
secret places. And whereas, the commandant of Charlestown having sent beyond sea, the wives and
families (which were in the said town) of all the avowed friends of America; the several brigadiers
of militia were ordered, as retaliation of such treatment, to send the wives and families (within their
respective districts) of all persons who had joined or adhered to, and remained with the enemy, into
their lines. And whereas, it is represented to me, in behalf of the unhappy men who are with the
British troops, or secreting themselves as aforesaid, that they are now convinced (being reduced,
with their families, to great distress and poverty) that they relied on false and specious engagements,
and were flattered with vain expectations, and delusive hopes, and that they are therefore anxious
(if they may be admitted) to return to their allegiance, and use their utmost exertions to support
American independence. On duly weighing and considering the pr?mises, I have thought fit, by
and with the advice and consent of the privy council, to issue this Proclamation, offering, and I do
hereby offer, to all persons who have borne arms with the enemy, and who now adhere to or are
with them in this state, or are lurking or concealing themselves in secret places in any part of the
state, a FULL and FREE PARDON and OBLIVION, for such their offence, of having borne arms with
or adhered to, the enemy, upon the conditions following; that is to say, that such persons do, and
shall, within thirty days after the date hereof, surrender themselves to a brigadier of the militia
of this state, and engage to perform constant duty as privates, in the militia, for six months next
ensuing the time of such surrender, and that they actually perform such duty. And I do further offer
to the wives and children of such persons, upon their husbands or parents complying with the
condition first abovementioned, licence and permission, to return to their habitations, and to hold
and enjoy their property in this state without molestation or interruption. Provided always that, if
such persons shall desert from the militia service within the time above-limited, their families shall
be immediately sent into the enemy's lines, and neither they or their husbands or parents, suffered
to return to, or reside in this state. Nevertheless, I do except from the pardon hereby offered, and
from every benefit of this proclamation, all such persons, as having gone over to, or joined the
enemy, were called upon by me, in and by two several proclamations, to surrender themselves to a
magistrate within forty days after the respective dates of those proclamations, in pursuance of an
ordinance intitled. “An ordinance to prevent persons withdrawing from the defence of this state, to
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join the enemies thereof:” all such as were sent off or obliged to quit the state for refusing to take
the oath required of them by law, who have returned to this country, all those who subscribed a
congratulatory address, bearing date on or about the fifth day of June, One thousand seven hundred
and eighty, to general sir Henry Clinton, and vice admiral Arbut not, or another address, bearing
date on or about the nineteenth day of September, One thousand seven hundred and eighty, to
lieutenant general earl Cornwallis; all such as hold, or have held, any commission, civil or military,
under the British government, and are now with the enemy; and all those whose conduct has been
so infamous, as that they cannot, (consistently with justice or policy) be admitted to partake of the
privileges of Americans. Notwithstanding which last mentioned exception, such persons, if they
should be deemed, by me, or the governor and commander in chief for the time being, inadmissable
to the rights and privileges of subjects, will not be detained as prisoners, but shall have full and
free liberty, and a pass or permit to return. At a juncture when the force of the enemy in this state,
though lately considerable, is greatly reduced by the many defeats which they have suffered, and
particularly in the late important action at Euraw; when they are dispossessed of every post and
garrison, except Charlestown; when the formidable fleet of his most Christian majesty, in Cheseape
ke Bay, and the combined armies of the king of France and of the United States, under the command
of his excellency general Washington, in Virginia, afford a well grounded hope, that, by the joint
efforts of their armies, this campaign will be happily terminated, and the British power in every part
of the Confederate States, soon totally annihilated; it is conceived, that the true and real motive of
the offer hereby made, will be acknowledged. It must be allowed to proceed, not from timidity (to
which the enemy affect to attribute every act of clemency and mercy, on our part) but from a wish to
impress, with a sense of their error, and to reclaim misguided subjects, and give them, once more,
an opportunity of becoming valuable members of the community instead of banishing them, or
forever cutting them off from it; for even the most disaffected can not suppose, that the brave and
determined freemen of this state have any dread of their arms.

With the persons to whom pardon is thus offered, the choice still remains, either to return to
their allegiance, and, with their families, be restored to the favour of their country, and to their
possessions, or, to abandon their properties, in this state, for ever, and go, with their wives and
children, whither, for what purpose, on whom to depend, or how to subsist, they know not—most
probably to experience, in some strange
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