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To Jacob Gibson. I cannot but consider your silence with respect to Brutus, as a proof
of your conviction that all your first charges against Mr. Hindman have been fairly
refuted ... [Signed] Brutus. Sept. 22, 1798 ... [Followed by a letter from S. Sitgreaves,
Easton, Pennsylvania, 14th Sept. 1798 to Richard Tilgeman, Esq. Queen-Ann's
county, Maryland.

[ Mr. Sitgreaves, who wrote the following letter, is a patriotic and distinguished Member of Congress. ]

Dear Sir,

IT is impossible that a person, who has, at any time, taken an interest in our public affairs, should,
at this particular period, be than extremely solicitous about the event of the ensuing elections
throughout the Union for members of the Federal Legislature. The dangers with which the country
is menaced from abroad, and the inveteracy of our factions at home, give peculiar importance to
the exercise of the right of suffrage at this juncture. The very favorable account from the southward
indicate generally the most just and patriotic dispositions in the electors; and I have been indeed
much surprized to hear that, in your district, any symptoms of a contrary temper should have
appeared. My astonishment however has been trifling when compared with the indignation I
have felt at being informed of the calumnies, by which it has been attempted to injure my much
respected friend Mr. Hindman in the good opinion of his constituents, and to defeat his re-election—
Among other absurdities, propagated by the industry of those who are equally his enemies and the
enemies of the government, I understand it to be said “that he is a mere silent voter, “on few or no
committees, and in a word a “man of little or no weight in or out of the “House of Representatives.”—

From a long and intimate acquaintance with Mr. Hindman during the whole term of my own service
in Congress, and from a minute and familiar knowledge of the transactions of the House during
the same period, I am able to assure you that nothing can be more incorrect or unjust than this
assertion.—That he has declined a very active part in the public debates of the House, and has
given way to those gentlemen who have been more emulous of this sort of reputation, is certainly
true; and is equally true of very many of the best and most useful members of the House: This
circumstance, however, instead of being imputed to them as a fault, is their greatest praise; and
the country is much indebted to them that, in a body where so much time which might have been
better employed has been consumed in tedious debate, they have had the firmness to resist the
temptation of appearing as orators; and have by their example and their forbearance facilitated
the dispatch of the public business.—But it is not true that my friend has been a mere voter, or
that he has been a man of no weight in the House—On the contrary, I know no member who has
enjoyed in a greater degree the confidence and respect of the federal members. The unquestionable
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integrity of his character, the emphatic uniformity and singleness of his principles, the urbanity of his
manners, and the amiable frankness of his temper, have attracted to him, in a more than common
measure, the esteem and good opinion of gentlemen of all parties; while his zeal, intelligence and ,
have peculiarly rivetted the confidence and the affection of his political friends & associates. He has
always been most confidentially consulted by the federal members of the House of Representatives
on all the occasions of great magnitude which have occurred during the stormy period of our foreign
relations; and has assisted in devising and maturing all their essential operations.—And his weight
has been sensibly felt and acknowledged in the influence which his experience has given him with
new members, and his integrity, good sense, and politeness with the hesitating and doubtful.

In truth, my der Sir, none but those who are themselves in Congress have the means of forming
a proper estimate of the comparative usefulness of individual members—and nothing can be
more fallacious than conclusions on this subject drawn from the news-paper publications of the
proceedings and debates. I could illustrate this position by an hundred examples. The œconomy, if I
may so express it, of the House, and the modes of transacting its business, have unavoidably made
some more prominent and conspicuous of pretensions every way equal. The Chairmen, for instance,
of the three great Committees, the Committee of Ways and Means, the Committee on the Protection
of Commerce and Defence of the Country, and the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures,
which embrace in their ample grasp all the important Business of the Legislature, bring of course
the organs of their respective Committees, it devolves upon them to introduce to the house all the
resolutions and bills which originate in these committees; and it has been the usage to entrust to
these chairmen, in a great degree, the explanation of their reports, the exposition of the motives and
considerations which induced them, the defence against objections, and the charge of calling them
up at proper seasons and carrying them through all the necessary forms. To interfere on ordinary
occasions with this prerogative of a chairman would be considered indecorous; and, in general,
those who thought it of more consequence to do than to talk, have contented themselves with
leaving the debates to be managed by gentlemen who found it their duty or their pleasure—It will
easily be conceived that, in so numerous a public body of whom so large a proportion are lawyers, if
each member who was able to appear with credit in the debates should have thought proper to take
a share in them, the discussions would have been endless and dispatch impracticable. Of this you
may assure yourself that, in the last session of Congress particularly, our great labour was to prevent
gentlemen from indulging their insatiable propensity to speaking; that much very valuable time and
many precious opportunities were lost by the length of debate; that with a few eminent exceptions,
the great weight of talents and influence lay with those gentlemen who seldom or ever occupied
the floor; that many members who were the most loquacious possessed in reality no importance
at in the deliberations; and that speeches composed in the closet, repeated disgustingly from the
manuscript, or fabricated for the press, have given a tort of celebrity to men on both sides, who can
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hold no comparison with my friend Hindman in any of the qualifications of a dignified and useful
representative—His merits were of a much higher grade,—His attendance on the duty of the house
was punctual and unremitting; he was always in his seat, and, on consulting the Journal, his name
will be found on every division during his whole term of service, with one single exception which I
recollect gave him much pain, and which was occasioned by an absence of a few minutes only and a
very unexpected call of the question—He is a liberal and an honest politician, and has never swerved
a moment from the undeviating integrity of his principles—He has ever been a faithful, an uniform,
and a zealous friend and supporter of the government and its administration—This I have no doubt
is the unpardonable sin which unites against him at present all the efforts of the disaffected in
his —But it is this also, added to his most amiable private charactee, which has obtained him the
marked friendship of the best men of this country, of the late and present Presidents, of all the
Heads of Departments, and of all the man who have distinguished themselves in the councils of
the United States, since the new constitution—I know that he is not only esteemed but beloved by
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. King, Mr. Smith, S. C. Mr. Murray, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Ames, and by most of the
eminent characters with whom he has served in Congress; and that he has been considered by
them universally as a good and firm man, and an intelligent and very useful representative—From
my attachment or good opinion his character can derive no additional weight or respectability; but I
am the witness of the estimation in which he has been held by men whose friendship is the highest
praise—Indeed he does honour to your State and District, and you will make many experiments
before you will find a more faithful servant of the public—I never was acquainted with a man who
more generally possessed the regard of those who knew him best, or whose loss would be more
sensibly regretted by those who have witnessed his integrity and usefulness in Congress—I am
persuaded that the good sense of his constituents will secure his re-election; and that the opposition
which is made to him will be only one more proof of the impotency of Jacobinism in this country.

I have the honor to be, Dear Sir, Wih great respect, Your most obdt servt, S. SITGREAVES.

Easton, (Pennsylvania.) 14th Sept. 1798.

Richard Tilghman, Esq. Queen-Ann's county, Maryland.

To JACOB GIBSON.

I CANNOT but consider your silence with respect to Brutus as a proof of your conviction that all your
first charges against Mr. Hindman have been fairly refuted; and should consider it as a mark of your
candor, if you had not only published additional charges against him in the last paper. Encouraged
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by this success, I have undertaken to answer those additional charges; and have no doubt you will
be equally satisfied of the shallowness of your information.

Really, Jacob, it gives me pain to hurt your feelings, and I regret that a man, who might be
respectable, should conduct himself with so little propriety. Is it acting like a patriot to deceive the
people? Is it consistent with justice to suffer your zeal to carry you so far as to write and assert any
thing to accomplish your views? It is a duty to the public to expose you.

You inform us that Congress about three years ago enacted the Stamp Act, which has never been put
in force on account of apprehensions that the people would not tamely submit to it. Between thirty and
forty years ago the Parliament of England enacted a flaw imposing a stamp-duty in this country; but
in consequence of the complaints and spirited of the people the law was repealed. This resistance
did not proceed from the oppression or principle of the law; for in fact it never was executed: It
proceeded from the same cause which finally induced the people of this country to oppose all the
parliamentary laws of Great Britain—that is to say—from the important circumstance of its being a
law not made by their own Representatives. This plain distinguishing feature makes all the difference
between Liberty and Slavery; and there is not an honest freeman, who would not rather submit to an
inconvenient law made by his own Representatives, than to a convenient law made by a Foreign Power:
With an honest freeman this Principle is everything. So it was with the trifling duty upon Tea, laid by
the Parliament of England, which was the immediate cause of our glorious Revolution: And yet the
people have borne a four-fold tax upon the same article, laid by their own Representatives, without
the smallest complaint. Taxes are certainly necessary to support the government. It is often a matter
of difficulty how to assess them with most equality and least oppression. With respect to the Stamp
Act in question, it has been the subject of serious consideration for more than four years, and been
repeatedly altered and amended: The duties are moderate, and said upon articles which will chiefly
affect the interests of city merchants and monied men, and will produce a handsome revenue
without touching the farmer or the poor in any perceptible degree. And there is not a stronger proof
of its convenienes than your Ignorance; for, tho' a wealthy and monied man, you assert that the law
has never been put in force—Whereas it has been actually in force for nearly three months. A good
and orderly citizen will always wait for the operation of laws: He will not complain before he feels.
Under a free government, like our own, oppressive laws, when they really exist, are easily repealed.

As to the Vote of Mr. Hindman against the Resolution, proposed by Livingston, the worst of all the
worthless Jacobins, for addressing the President to proceed in the negotiation with France, after
“the cup of reconciliation, to the last drop, was exhausted,” I can only say, that if you, or your bosom
friend, Mr. Seney, would have voted for such a resolution, you are just fit to live upon the soil of
France, to be the degraded slaves of French Despotism, and Outcasts from the land of Freedom.
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Such was my curiosity to see the instructions to our Ministers and their despatches to the
Government, that I think I should have voted upon that subject differently from Mr. Hindman; but
for all that I do not know that I should have voted rightly. There are many occasions upon which
men may vote differently, and yet have the best intentions in the world; and it does not follow that,
because a man thinks or acts differently from you, he is therefore corrupt, or even in an error: Either
of these motives, Jacob, might as justly be attributed to you. But in this instance you are a rank
Hypocrite: You wish with all your soul that the whole House had voted with Mr. Hindman, and that
the instructions and despatches had never been seen. They have completly justified the conduct of
the Executive, and “that the cup of reconciliation, to drop, has been exhausted,” to preserve peace.
They have “unfolded a tale” which ought never to be forgotten: They have disclosed the cloven foot
of the Devil of France, and taught us that a nation may prosess friendship, and yet be governed by
persidy—That a nation may openly insult our government, and commit the grossest injuries upon
our citizens, and yet make a part of them believe, or corrupt them to say, that they are our best and
dearest allies —and that an artful and intriguing nation may insidiously divide our people, and by
those divisions endanger their rights and independence. In short, have made disclosures, which I am
sorry?o believe, you would have anxiously from the people, had this measure been in your power.

That Mr. Hindman, or any other gentleman, should now and then take a nap in Congress, I should
of myself have supposed extremely probable. It is scarcely in the power of human nature in a warm
summer-day to hear “long-winded, time-killing” speeches upon subjects previously exhausted by
twenty speakers, without impatience or fatigue; and if a speech is half French and half English, such
for instances as one of Gallatine's, it operates like drawling music upon the ear, and unavoidably lulls
one to sleep. It would, however, have been better attested, if a more credible witness to the fact had
been produced. Surely, you have forgotten that only a few days ago, certificates were in circulation,
proving beyond a doubt the corrupt heart and vicious disposition of Gabriel Christie—a man who
was concerned in a most infamous speculation with respect to lands in Georgia, and in corrupting
the Members of her Legislature to accomplish his object. Tho' this charge has been suggested for
more than two years, and the best proof of it might have been obtained, if true, from respectable
characters, yet Mr. Seney's friends have thought proper to apply to him; and at a moment too when
they supposed no counter evidence could be procured before the election, and when they knew
that the gentleman referred to was in Europe. Such a pitiful advantage shall be balked; for happily
the very gentleman, to whom an appeal is made, now as well as before, has given the most positive
testimony that, NO MAN IN CONGRESS IS MORE AWAKE TO THE GOOD OF THE UNION THAN MR.
HINDMAN.

BRUTUS.
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Sept. 22, 1798.

In the beginning of September, 1796, I received a letter from Mr. Murray, covering an originel letter
from the late Mr. Martin to him, and a copy of his answer. His design in sending me these papers,
as declared by himself, was to enable me to contradict the report alluded to, in case it should be still
propagated and his answer be lost, or in case it should be mentioned where his answer was not at
hand. But it is presumed Mr. Martin was satisfied; for after this period the report was silenced. These
papers have ever since remained in my possession; and every candid person will be pleased that it is
in my power to communicate their contents to the public in answer to the letter of Mr. Christie.

NS. HAMMOND.

Easton, Sept. 22, 1798.

Copy of Mr. Martin's letter to Mr. Murray:

“Easton, September 1st, 1796.

“Dr. Sir,

“Having understood from a “gentleman in this county, that you saw “Mr. William Hindman a sleep
in the House “of Representatives during the Debates of “the Members upon a question of some
Importance“—And having mentioned this circumstance “a few days, I understand that “I shall be
called upon to prove it. I must “therefore beg the particular favor of you “to communicate the whole
of your knowledge “to me upon this occasion if any you “should have. Your compliance Sir, will
“confer an obligation on

“Yr. obdt. Hble Servt. “THOS. O. MARTIN.

“P. S. Should it be the case, will thank “you to mention the question.”

“The Honble William V. Murray Esq. “Cambridge”

Copy of Mr. Murray's Answer as communicated to me:

“Copy from recollection of the answer to “Mr. Tho. O. Martin's letter to me.

“Cambridge 1. or 2 Sep. 1796.
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“Sir,

“I request you will consider my answering “the strange question which you have “thought fit to put to
me as a mark of my “respect for you personally. It is possible “that I may have jocosely made use of
the expressions “which have been so mistakingly “reported; but when called on seriously to “assert,
that I have seen Mr. Hindman sleep “in Congress, is what I can not say. No “man is more awake to
the good of the Union “than he is in that House.

“I am, Sir

“Yr. ob. hble st. W. V. MURRAY.”

“Tho. O. Martin, Esq. Easton.”

Indorsed as follows:

“You will find this copy accurate as to “substance, and nearly verbatim, if occasion “should render a
recurrence to the original “necessary: and if that be lost it may be useful.”

True Copies taken by NS: HAMMOND.


