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TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Fellow Citizens,

DICTATION in politics has ever, and justly, been considered by you as the presumptuous assumption
of a right which belongs, particularly, to no man or set of men, and they who have, hitherto,
attempted to exercise this authority over your understandings. have uniformly met their proper
reward, neglect and contempt. But as the question, “ who shall be the next governor? ” is beginning
to be agitated, and a plan being already in operation to impose one person on you, and to keep out
of view others equally competent, we hope an attempt to place before you the merits of another
citizen, and his claims to your snpport, will not be unfavorably looked upon; especially when we
assure you that our only object is to do justice to a worthy man, and not to promote our own private
interests, which is too frequently the real design of addresses of this nature.

The gentleman to whom we wish to direct your attention is N. B. BOILEAU, Esq. of Montgomery
County. Mr. Boileau was educated at Princeton College, New Jersey. Early in life he was chosen
to represent the County of Montgomery, in the State Legislature, and by his talents and steady
adherence to correct republican principles, soon acquired a very high and respectable standing in
the political world. And it is acknowledged on all hands, that to his abilities and exertions is owing,
perhaps, more than to any other man's, the ascendency which the democratic party gained in
this State in the year 1808. And it is well known, that much of the reputation of Governor Snyder's
administration is due to his abilities.

Political
2

When, in 1814, the city of Philadelphia was threatened with an invasion by the enemy, and the
troops hastily collected for its defence were in want of every thing, N. B. Boileau, out of his own
private funds, supplied many of the soldiers with blankets, clothes, and other necessaries; and our
present Chief Magistrate, who was then in the city, and knew and saw the situation of the soldiers
who came from a distance, never in one solitary instance opened his purse for their relief, and even
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grew so outrageously honest in the management of the public finances, as to refuse to advance
money from the treasury to purchase provisions for the soldiers, until Mr. Boileau mortgaged
his whole estate to the Commonwealth, and thereby kept the army together, which, otherwise,
would have been disbanded for want of food to support them. Mr. Boileau did not receive any
compensation for his services during the campaign, and much of the money advanced by him to the
State was repaid in depreciated paper, by which he sustained very considerable loss.

It was the desire of many of the friends of Mr. Boileau that he should stand a candidate for the office
of Governor at the last general election; but his name was kept off the ticket by intrigues now well
known. His friends, though well aware of the unfair means used against him, made no opposition
to the proceedings of the convention, and Mr. Boileau, himself, acquiesced without a murmur, and
would not have interfered in the contest for governor at that period, had he not been forced to it in
self defence.

They who had been most active in procuring Mr. Findlay's nomination, knew how much Mr. Boileau
was respected throughout the State, and feared the consequences of his influence, should he
exert it against them. It was, therefore, necessary to their purpose, to destroy him. A plan was
organized, deep, wicked—and ungenerous as it was unmanly. Philip S. Markley, Secretary of the
Corresponding committee of Montgomery County, a man, 3 who has been at every point of the
political compass, whose distinguishing characteristic is the most torpid stupidity—a bankrupt
in morality, and capable of any thing, however base, mean, or ungenerous, was pitched upon
as the bandit to perpetrate this political murder. Whilst the trial between Kline and Peacock was
pending at Harrisburgh, Markley addressed a letter to Mr. Boileau, and assuming the sacred garb of
friendship, requested him to state confidentially to the committee, for their satisfaction, as private
individuals, whether the charges preferred against Mr. Findlay were true or false? “Aware,” says Mr.

Boileau, in his defence, “of my delicate “situation, I hesitated until the 20th of August* , “before I
determined to answer the letter. To refuse “answering it, might be construed into a want of respect,
“or into guilt or pusillanimity—to answer it evasively. “into both hypocrisy and fear. Either of those
constructions “was abhorrent to my feelings. I was sensible that “my answer would be discordant
with the sentiments of “the gentleman who addressed me, and that I might expose “myself to at
least the suspicion of selfish and unworthy “motives. But, relying on the friendship which “they
expressed in my “republican integrity,” and on “the liberality of their minds, I answered them with
“truth and candour.”

* Markley's Letter is dated August 4th, 1817.
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Their victim was now bound hand and foot, and at their mercy. Immediately a paper was drawn
up, styled a ‘private circular,’ and with the utmost secrecy despatched to all the corresponding
committees in the State, in which Mr. Boileau was denounced as a villain, declared to have been
guilty of falshood, treachery, political turpitude, &c. and warning the people to be on their guard
against him, as though he were a highway robber or cut throat. It is worthy of remark in this place,
that Col. John Wentz, 4 one of the members of the corresponding committee, declared on his
death bed, that he never signed his name to the private circular himself, nor authorised Markley
or any other man to affix his name to it; and confirmed in a note to Mr. Boileau this declaration.
Another member of the committee, whose name is not now recollected, also disclaimed ever signing
the circular. Whether these are not strong grounds for a suspicion of forgery, we leave those to
determine who may read this paper. The hue and cry was now raised against Mr. Boileau. All the
engines of destruction were let loose upon him—vain was all defence, the voice of reason and justice
was drowned in the clamour and mad uproar raised by his persecutors. But the triumph of iniquity
has been short; a small term of time has brought to light the diabolical schemes that were employed
to crush an innocent unsuspecting man, and to raise on his ruins another whom his most strenuous
advocates at that time do not now hesitate to declare corrupt, dishonest, and unworthy of public
confidence. The people now are convinced that Mr. Boileau still deserves their confidence, and has
done nothing unworthy of an honest upright man.

Fellow Citizens,

We have thus presented you with a hasty sketch of his political character—for the truth of every
assertion we have made, we hold ourselves accountable. Should Mr. Boileau be your choice, you will
find him possessed of an education that will enable him to conduct the public business without any
dependence on the abilities of others, and of a stern, inflexible integrity, that will place him above
even the suspicion of undue influence from any quarter, and of partiality to any particular individual.

We repeat it, that we have no desire to dictate to you, but feeling it our duty to do justice to his
merits and claims on your support, we have laid them before you in the fullest confidence that you
will duly appreciate them.
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