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Private circular. A plan for the more effectual organization of the Democratic party of
Pennsylvania [183-?].

[ PRIVATE CIRCULAR. ]

A PLAN FOR THE MORE EFFECTUAL ORGANIZATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Sir: —The Democratic Central Committee experience a high degree of gratification in being able
to state it as their firm conviction, predicated on information derived from every section of the
state, that our worthy and patriotic Governor, DAVID R. PORTER, is destined to be re-elected by a
very large majority. There is, however, much reason to apprehend, that this very conviction, if it
be generally entertained, may prevent our Democratic friends from effecting that complete and
perfect ORGANIZATION of our party forces, which is alway indispensable to success, and the want
of which, there is now every reason to believe, was the secret of our defeat last fall. To guard against
a similar disastrous result now, the Central Committee are desirous of invoking the co-operation
of the respective County Committees, and thus hit upon some united and concerted system of
organization throughout the whole state. We, therefore, after mature deliberation, have agreed upon
the following as the most feasible mode of accomplishing this much desired object, and urgently
entreat the immediate co-operation of the Democratic Vigilance Committee of your county, to carry
the details of the plan into effect. They are as follows:

1. Immediately upon the receipt of this, convene your regular County Vigilence Committee at as
short a notice as possible, and organize by appointing an ACTIVE, INFLUENTIAL and INDUSTRIOUS
member as Chairman, and another such as Secretary— both to reside in the county town.

2. This same Committee, at this their first meeting, to appoint in each borough, ward or township,
committees composed of 3, 5 or 7 of the most ACTIVE Democrats, to act as Vigilance Committees for
their respective districts.

3. As soon as appointed, the Chairman and Secretary of the County Committee to convey to each
individual member of the township and ward committees, through a confidential source, notice of
their appointment, and of the nature and effect of the duties that will be required of them severally.

4. The duties of these committee men should be, as early as possible, to effect a general
ENROLMENT of the voters in such borough, ward or township, designating them under appropriate
heads, as Democrats, Federalists and doubtful. This may be effected either by having access to the
assessments, or through the combined personal knowledge of the committee men.
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5. After this general classification in all the districts has been perfected, these township or ward
committees to report the names to the Chairman of the County Committee, whose duty it shall be to
report the aggregate result to the Chairman of the State Central Committee. The doubtful men should
not only be talked to frequently, but also supplied with appropriate documents. To this latter duty, the
State Central Committee will attend, if the names and location of the persons be designated—as also
whether documents are to be sent in English or German.

6. It should also be enjoined by urgent circulars, upon all these committee men as an especial
duty, shortly before the election, to call upon every DOUBTFUL or LUKE-WARM voter within
their respective districts in person, and urge his attendance at the polls, on the day of election. The
Democracy feel satisfied that they have at this day an overwhelming majority of the popular vote on
their side, if it can be got out. THIS MUST BE DONE.

7. As well the committee men within the towns, as also those in the townships, should meet
frequently, between this and the election, (say at least once a week,) for the purpose of contrasting
the progress of their labours, and also to consult upon what further may be done for the promotion
of the good cause.

8. In as many districts as possible, “ Porter Clubs” should be formed, and by-laws adopted, to which
the signatures, if possible, of every democrat in each county, should be obtained.

9. Previous to the election, arrangements should be effected in each borough, ward, and township,
that on the day of election farmers and others, who have teams at their disposal, may be induced to
employ them in bringing infirm or distant voters to the polls, which teams should be kept in constant
service from the opening to the closing of the boxes.

10. Immediate steps should be taken, to effect a general and wide-spread circulation of Governor
Porter's veto message upon the “ revenue bill.” To this end, the Democratic Printers here, have agreed
to send ONE THOUSAND COPIES, in English or German, to any required destination, for every ten
dollars, enclosed (in advance) to the Chairman of the Central Committee.

The Central Committee have forborne calling mass conventions, neither will they call any such
during the campaign, unless unforeseen contingencies should render it expedient. They believe that
if one half of the means employed upon these mass gatherings were appropriately employed in the
respective counties, the result would be far more beneficial to the party.



Private circular. A plan for the more effectual organization of the Democratic party of Pennsylvania [183-?]. http://www.loc.gov/

resource/rbpe.15304400

In conclusion, we again entreat you, one and all, to spare no labour or pains to carry the details of
this plan into practical effect, and also to communicate freely and frequently with the State Central
Committee upon all subjects, that may have a tendency to REDEEM Pennsylvania from the STIGMA
of Federalism, and with it, as we verily believe, THE ENTIRE UNION.

H. BUEHLER, Chairman .

JACOB SEILER, Secretary.

HARRISBURG P4 JUL 22

Hon. Henry Myers Concordville Delaware?? Pa
Single
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