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Charleston, S. C. June 11, 1886. Dear Sir
Ac. 493.

THE FRENCH PROTESTANT CHURCH. (HUGUENOT.)

FOUNDED A. D., 1681-82, AND THE FOURTH SUCCESSIVE CHURCH EDIFICE UPON THIS SITE.

Charleston, South Carolina, May 28 , 1886.

Prof. E. M. Gallander Washington D. C.

Dear Sir:

The undersigned, the Consistory of the Huguenot Church, of Charleston, So. Ca., recognizing in
yourself one who is interested in the perpetuation of Huguenot Memories, have ventured to address
to you this communication.

Our Church, as you are doubtless aware, is the only one upon this Continent which has retained,
for more than two hundred years, the form of service, system of government and Confession of
Faith of the Martyr Reformed Church of France. The Church which was formerly in possession of an
endowment from the Lords Proprietors, has had this endowment greatly reduced by the disasters
of the late war, and its diminished income is not at present sufficient for the ordinary expenses of
the proper maintenance of worship, unless aided by contributions of friends whose liberality and
ability have been nearly exhausted. It has no means to meet an extraordinary outlay, such as is now
imperative. The Cyclone of August last so damaged our church edifice that extensive repairs are
necessary. From the impossibility of raising a large amount among ourselves, (for our congregation
is small and has contributed to the extent of its power) and from the impossibility of delaying the
repairs without irreparable harm to the building, we have been constrained to appeal for aid to
those who have part in the glorious heritage of Huguenot faith, character and name, and who
are interested in preserving that church organization which is the sole remaining memorial and
monument in our country of the Huguenot Fathers.

We sincerely trust you will be able to assist us, and any communication in response to this note will
receive acknowledgment if addressed to Mr. Daniel Ravenel, Charleston, South Carolina, who has
kindly agreed to act as Treasurer for this fund.

We remain, very respectfully,

Your obedient servants,
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C. S. Pastor.

Robert N. Gourdin

J. Ford

S. P. Ravenel

T. C. Guillurd

Daniel Ravenel

Sent $ 10. June 9 “86
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Charleston, S. C., June 11 1886.

Prof. EM Gallander Washington D.C.

Dear Sir:

The Consistory of the Huguenot Church of Charleston, S. C., gratefully acknowledge your prompt and
kindly response to their appeal.

In order to the due perpetuation of the memorial and monumental character of this Church,
it is necessarily isolated from organic connection with the great religious bodies by which it is
surrounded—although it is one with them in spirit and effort—and must, therefore, look for practical
sympathy to those, everywhere, who prize the principle which it represents.

Your generous gift reanimates and reinforces the Consistory for that duty of preserving the
autonomy of the Church which the Providence of God has devolved immediately upon them.

With sincere thanks and great respect,

I remain, truly yours, Daniel Ravenel

Treas. for Fund Repairs Huguenot Church.

Ten Dolls. Your hind letter is appreciated by the many descendants of Rev Samuel & Elias


