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THE SPEECH OF THE Honourable FRANCIS FAUQUIER, Esquire, His Majesty's Lieutenant-Governour,
and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia:

TO THE GENERAL-ASSEMBLY, Summoned to be held at the Capitol, in the City of Williamsburg, on
Tuesday the 26th of May, in the first Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George III. by the Grace
God of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the Year of our Lord
1761; and from thence continued by several Prorogations to Tuesday the 30th of March, 1762, in the
second Year of his Majesty's Reign; and then held at the Capitol, in the City of Williamsburg; being the
Third Session of this General-Assembly.

WILLIAMSBURG:

Printed by Joseph Royle, MDCCLXII.
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THE SPEECH, &c.

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses,

THE great Regard I pay to every Act of General-Assembly, and the earnest Desire I had of easing this
Colony from the Expenses necessarily attending a State of War (as soon as I thought it could be done
with Security) made me take the first Opportunity of disbanding the Regiment. This Opportunity was
afforded me by a Letter I received from his Excellency Thomas Boone, Esq; lately appointed by his
Majesty to the Government of South-Carolina, to advise me of his having taken the Administration
of the Affairs of that Province into his Hands, and of his having found the Peace with the Cherokee
Indians ratified when he arrived in the Colony. Without waiting for the Return of my Messenger,
sent into Carolina for this very Purpose, I immediately sent up Orders and Money to pay the Men,
according to the Sense of the last Act passed for the Provision of them; though I must at the same
Time confess, that I most ardently wished to have been able to have kept the Regiment on Foot,
until his Majesty's Pleasure was made known to me, as to what Assistance he should require from
his Colonies to prosecute the War with Vigour for the ensuing Campaign. This Requisition is now
come; and I shall immediately lay before you for your Deliberation the Letters I have received from
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the Earl of Egremont, one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, making this Requisition;
and from Major General Sir Jeffery Amherst, enforcing it. This is the Business on which I have called
you together; and I most earnestly hope that you will not suffer my Attention to the Interest of this
Colony, and my Eagerness to take that Burthen from off your Shoulders, of the Weight of which you
have so long complained, to become a Cause of impeding or obstructing his Majesty's Service at
this Crisis. I too well know that the Expenses of War are grievous, and burthensome; but such is the
present Condition of Mankind, that this unhappy State must on some Occasions be entered into, to
procure future Safety and Security, by an honourable and lasting Peace. All this I shall refer to your
Consideration; with only adding, that I have the strongest Reasons to assure you, Gentlemen, that
his Majesty's Service requires I should be particularly urgent with you on the present Occasion.

Over and above the Troops required from you to be kept in the Pay of the Colony, his Majesty has
directed me to demand a certain Quota of Men to be raised by this Colony, to be incorporated into
the Regiments on the British Establishment now in America, in Order to recruit and fully complete
the same. The Number demanded from you, the Terms on which they are to be enlisted, and
the Encouragement they will receive, are fully explained to you in a Letter from his Majesty's
Commander in Chief, which will now be laid before you. His Majesty has this Measure so much at
Heart, as absolutely necessary to
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put his Forces on a respectable Footing, and enable them to act on the Offensive; and has
recommended it by his Secretary of State in so forcible Terms, that, convinced as I am of your
steady Zeal, Loyalty and Attachment, to his royal Person and Government, it would be the highest
Presumption in me to attempt to add Weight thereto, by any Arguments of my own: And I cannot
doubt but that you will exert yourselves to the utmost, and so approve yourselves those faithful and
loyal Subjects the best of Monarchs expects to find you.

An artful Man might perhaps have witholden this last Requisition until you had complied with, or
refused, the former; but Artifices of this Kind have never made any Part in my Plan of Government:
I know to whom I am now applying; I know that Sincerity, Openness and Candour, will obtain that
from you which you would deny to Cunning and Contrivance; such is the Conduct which I have
always observed to you, and which I have always found returned to me in the most ample, grateful
and satisfactory, Manner.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses,
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I can never recommend to you the granting Supplies without reflecting on the large Sums this Colony
has already granted, and feeling for the People whenever I have Occasion to make any Demands
on them, however necessary they may be; but I hope the Example of our Mother-Country, annually
raising many Millions to support a War at first entered into, and now prosecuted, for the Defence
and future Security of her Colonies, will influence you to tread in her Steps as far as your Ability will
give you Leave. Let us for a Moment reflect what would have been the State of this Colony if she had
pleaded Poverty and Inability. I have this Satisfaction left me that I am sure, from past Experience,
you will provide for what Expenses you shall judge necessary and expedient on the easiest Terms.

Gentlemen of the Council and of the House of Burgesses,

In order to protect the Trade of this Colony, I have the Pleasure to inform you that William
Manwaring, Esq; Commander of his Majesty's Ship Arundel, is stationed on this Coast, to defend it
from the Insults and Attacks of any Enemy whatsoever.

Nothing now remains for me to say but to recommend to you Activity, Unanimity and Despatch,
which I do with great Fervency and Sincerity; for whether we consider the advancing Season of
the Year, the doubtful Situation Sir Jeffery Amherst must be in, from which he would be glad to be
relieved, or whether we consider the approaching Business of the General-Court, all Reasons concur,
both publick and private, general and particular, to render Expedition necessary.

The Declaration of War against Spain, which has been brought into this Colony by the Commander of
one of his Majesty's Sloops of War, and was sent to me Yesterday in the Evening, will explain to you
my Motives for pressing you to comply with all that his Majesty requires from you, on which Subject I
could not speak plain until some such Document authorized me so to do.
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