
Charter of the Town of Woodstock ... Martinsburg [W. Va.] Printed by N. Willis [1791]. http://www.loc.gov/resource/rbpe.18900300

Charter of the Town of Woodstock ... Martinsburg [W. Va.] Printed by N. Willis
[1791].

CHARTER OF THE Town of Woodstock.

P a

WHEREAS I John Hopwood, of Fayette-County, and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania , have surveyed
and laid out into convenient lots or parcels, for the purpose of erecting a Town thereon, the
quantity of two hundred acres of land, being part of the tract of land on which I now live, situate
in Union Township, and County aforesaid, on the great road leading from the Town of Union to
Fort Cumberland, on the River Potowmack; and for the purpose of encouraging the settlement,
growth, and prosperity of the said Town, as laid out agreeable to a plan and survey thereof, hereunto
annexed and recorded, together with this instrument of writing, have determined to grant and
confirm to all persons, who shall purchase or become proprietors of any lot or lots in the said Town,
and to their heirs and assigns, certain privileges, benefits, and advantages herein after expressed
and specified:

NOW this Indenture witnesseth, That for and in consideration of the premises and of the benefits
and advantages to be derived from the establishment of the said Town, to myself and my heirs, I the
said John Hopwood, for myself and my heirs, do give, grant, and confirm, to all and every-person or
persons, who shall purchase or become proprietor or proprietors of any lot or lots in the said Town,
and to their heirs and assigns, the following rights, privileges, benefits and advantages, viz. That all
and every such person or persons, who shall purchase or become proprietor or proprietors of any
lot or lots in the said town, under the rents and reservations, and on the conditions which shall be
contained in the deeds of conveyance for said lots, which shall be executed to them at the proper
costs and charges of the purchasers, and the heirs and assigns of such persons, shall forever have
and enjoy free liberty and privilege to procure, dig. quarry, and take from off three hundred acres
of my lands adjoining the feat of the said Town, whatever stone may be necessary and expedient to
them for building on or otherwise improving his, her, or their lot or lots in the said Town, and also
the full and free privilege and liberty of entering upon the said three hundred acres of land, and of
frequenting or using any part or parts thereof at pleasure, for highways and roads, for the purpose
of procuring and carrying away stone for the use aforesaid, to them, their heirs, and assigns, forever.

Further, that all and every such person or persons aforesaid, shall have and enjoy free liberty and
privilege to cut, take, and carry away from off the said three hundred acres of land, all manner
of timber, or other wood, which may be useful and necessary to them, for building or otherwise
improving upon his, her or their lots, in the said town, or for fuel or firewood for their use, in the
said Town, and not elsewhere, to them, their heirs and assigns, for and during the space of ten years
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next ensuing the date of their purchase of said lot or lots, and also the free liberty and privilege
of entering upon the said three hundred acres of land, and of frequenting or using any part of the
same for high-ways or roads, for the purpose of procuring or carrying away timber or other wood,
for the uses aforesaid, for and during the aforesaid space or term of ten years, from the dates of
their respective purchases.

And whereas, agreeable to the terms of sale, and by the deeds of conveyance for the aforesaid lots
to the purchasers thereof, an annual ground rent of one half a Spanish milled dollar, or one bushel
of wheat, will be reserved on each lot of a quarter of an acre. And also by the said terms of sale and
deeds of conveyance, it shall be stipulated, that unless the purchaser or purchasers of any of the
said lots, or their heirs or assigns, shall improve each lot by building thereon a good and sufficient
dwelling house, of at least twenty-four feet in front, and sixteen feet in depth, with a good and
sufficient stone or brick chimney thereto, at or before the expiration of five years from the date of
their purchase of the same from me, the said lot or lots shall be forfeited and re-sold.

I do hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, covenant, promise and agree, that
all the ground rents which shall become due, and be paid on the lots in the said town for the space
of twenty years from of this indenture, and also all the monies which shall from the re-sale of any
lot or lots which shall be forfeited as aforesaid, for the space of twenty years from the date of this
indenture, and also one fifth part of the original or fifth purchase money of all lots in the said town,
which shall be sold by me, shall be paid to Alexander M'Clane, Dennis Springer , and Joseph Hustin ,
Esquires, or their successors in office, as trustees to collect, receive and hold the same, as a fund
for the purpose of building and endowing an academy in the said town, to be begun whenever
a majority of the inhabitants residing in and holding lots in fee simple in the said Town; and the
proprietors of improved lots in the same, though not residing therein, shall think the said fund
sufficiently large to warrant the undertaking such buildings proper for an academy.

And further, I do hereby grant, bargain and sell, re the inhabitants of the said town, and to their
heirs and assigns forever, the four lots marked and distinguished on the plan of the said town by
the numbers one and two, and numbers eighty and eighty-one, to the said inhabitants, their heirs
and assigns forever, for the following uses, intents and purposes, to wit, the lots marked number
one and two, for the purpose of erecting thereon a public academy in the said Town, and for no
other use, intent or purpose whatever. And the lots marked numbers eighty and eighty-one, for the
purpose of erecting thereon a public market-place in the said town, and for no other use, intent or
purpose whatever. And also free liberty and privilege of entering upon the aforesaid three hundred
acres of land, of digging, carrying, and taking whatever stone, and of cutting and carrying away
whatever timber may be useful and necessary for erecting the said academy and market place, and
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of frequenting and using any part of the said three hundred acres of land for high-ways or roads
for the purpose of procuring and carrying away stone and timber necessary for erecting the said
academy and market place.

And it is further the intent and meaning of these presents, that if any lot or lots which shall be
forfeited for a neglect of improvement as above specified, shall continue unimproved as aforesaid
by any susequent purchaser or purchasers, for the space of twenty years, the said lot or lots,
shall revert to me and my heirs as fully and amply as I held the same before the execution of this
indenture.

And whereas there are convenient seats for mills in and near the land laid out for the said Town, I
hereby reserve to myself, and my heirs and assigns forever, the free liberty and privilege of cutting
and maintaining a race or races, for the use of conveying water to the abovesaid mill seats, and also
of altering, stopping, turning or changing any water course or courses in, or belonging to the above-
said Town-seat, or plot, or three hundred acres of land, with the privilege of maintaining the same,
free and clear for the purposes aforesaid, to me, my heirs and assigns forever, any thing in these
presents to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding.

In witness whereof, I the said John Hopwood, have to these presents set my hand and
interchangeably affixed my seal, the eighth day of November, one thousand seven hundred ninety-
one.

JOHN HOPWOOD, ( Seal. )

Sealed and delivered in presence of

Samuel Work,

Levi M'Clane.

FAYETTE COUNTY, ss.

ON the eighth day of November, 1791, John Hopwood personally came before me, one of the Judges
of the Court of Common Pleas for said County, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument of
writing to be his act and deed, and requested that it might be recorded as such, together with the
plot or draft hereunto annexed.

Witness my hand and seal, the same day.
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NATHANIEL BREADING, ( Seal. )

FAYETTE COUNTY, ss.

SEAL of Office. Recorded in the Office for recording Deeds, in and for the said County, in book B,
page 150 and 151, &c.

Given under my hand and seal of Office, the 8th day of November, 1791.

LEVI, for ALEXANDER M'CLANE, Recorder.

N. B. The draft or plot of said Town is recorded on one of the above pages, wherein the lots are
regularly numbered, for the safety and satisfaction of all parties.

J. H.
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