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Mr. Buchanan's Statement.

Extract from Gen. Jackson's second Letter.

“The statement contained in my letter to Mr. Beverley, is this: That, in January, 1825, a member of
Congress of high respectability, visited me one morning and observed—he had been informed by
the friends of Mr. Clay that the friends of Mr. Adams had made overtures to them saying, if Mr. Clay
and his friends would unite in aid of the election of Mr. Adams, Mr. Clay should be Secretary of State;
that the friends of Mr. Adams were urging, as reason to induce the friends of Mr. Clay to accede to
this proposition, that if I was elected president, Mr. Adams would be continued Secretary of State—
(inuendo, there would be no room for Kentucky)—that the friends of Mr. Clay stated, the West did
not want to separate from the West, and if I would say, or permit any of my confidential friends to
say, that in case I was elected president, Mr. Adams should not be continued Secretary of State, by a
complete union of Mr. Clay and his friends, they would put an end to the presidential contest in one
hour: and he was of opinion it was right to fight such intriguers with their own weapons.

“This disclosure was made to me by Mr. JAMES BUCHANAN, a member of Congress from
Pennsylvania, a gentleman of the first respectability and intelligence.”

Mr. Buchanan's Statement.

To the Editor of Lancaster Journal.

The Cincinnati Advertiser was last night placed in my hands by a friend, containing an address
from General Jackson to the public, dated on the 18th ultimo, in which he announces me to be
the member of congress to whom he had referred, in his letter to Mr. Beverley, of the 6th of June
last. The duty which I owe the public, and to myself, now compels me to publish to the world, the
only conversation which I ever held with General Jackson, upon the subject of the last presidential
election, prior to its termination.

In the month of December, 1824, a short time after the commencement of the session of Congress,
I heard, among other rumors then in circulation, that Gen. Jackson had determined, should he be
elected President, to continue Mr. Adams in the office of Secretary of State. Although I felt certain
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he had never intimated such an intention, yet I was sensible that nothing could be better calculated,
both to cool the ardor of his friends and inspire his enemies with confidence, than the belief that
he had already selected his chief competitor , for the highest office within his gift. I thought Gen.
Jackson owed it to himself and to the cause in which his political friends were engaged, to contradict
this report; and to declare that he would not appoint to that office the man, however worthy he
might be, who stood at the head of the most formidable party of his political enemies. These being
my impressions, I addressed a letter to a confidential friend in Pennsylvania, then and still high in
office, and exalted in character, and one who had ever been the decided advocate of Gen. Jackson's
election, requesting his opinion and advice upon the subject. I received his answer, dated the 27th
of December, 1824, upon the 29th, which is now before me, and which strengthened and confirmed
my previous opinion. I then finally determined, either that I would ask Gen. Jackson myself, or get
another of his friends to ask him—whether he had ever declared, he would appoint Mr. Adams his
Secretary of State. In this manner, I hoped a contradiction of the report might be obtained from
himself, and that he might probably declare it was not his intention to appoint Mr. Adams.

A short time previous to the receipt of the letter to which I have referred, my friend Mr. Markley and
myself got into conversation, as we very often did, both before and after, upon the subject of the
presidential election, and concerning the period who would probably be selected by Gen. Jackson,
to fill the office of secretary of state. I feel sincerely sorry, that I am compelled thus to introduce
his name; but I do so, with the less reluctance, because it has already, without any agency of mine;
found its way into the newspapers, in connection with this transaction.

Mr. Markley adverted to the rumour which I have mentioned, and said it was calculated to injure
the General. He observed that Mr. Clay's friends were warmly attached to him, and that he thought
they would endeavor to act in concert at the election. That if they did so, they could either elect Mr.
Adams or Gen. Jackson at their pleasure; but that many of them never would consent to vote for the
latter, if they knew he had pre-determined to prefer another to Mr. Clay, for the first office as his gift:
And that some of the friends of Mr. Adams had already been holding out the idea, that in case he
were elected, Mr. Clay might probably be offered the situation of Secretary of State.

I told Mr. Markley, that I felt confident General Jackson had never said he would appoint Mr. Adams
Secretary of State; because he was not in the habit of conversing upon the subject of the election,
and if he were, whatever might be his secret intention, he had more prudence than to make such a
declaration. I mentioned to him that I had been thinking, either that I would call upon the general
myself, or get one of his other friends to do so, and thus endeavor to obtain from him a correction of
the report; although I doubted whether he would hold any conversation upon the subject.
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Mr. Markley urged me to do so; and observed if General Jackson had not determined whom he
would appoint Secretary of State, and should say that it would not be Mr. Adams, it might be of
great advantage to our cause for us so to declare, upon his own authority: we should then be placed
upon the same footing with the Adams men, and might fight them with their own weapons. That the
western members would naturally prefer voting for a western man, if there were a probability, that
the claims of Mr. Clay to the second office in the Government should be fairly estimated; and that if
they thought proper to vote for Gen. Jackson they could soon decide the contest in his favor.

A short time after this conversation, on the 30th December, 1824, (I am enabled to fix the time not
only from my own recollection but from letters which I wrote on the day following, and on the 2d
January, 1825,) I called upon Gen. Jackson. After the company had left him, by which I found him
surrounded, he asked me to take a walk with him; and whilst we were walking together in the street,
I introduced the subject. I told him I wished to ask him a question in relation to the Presidential
election, that I knew he was unwilling to converse upon the subject; that therefore if he deemed the
question improper, he might refuse to give it an answer. That my only motive in asking it was my
friendship for him, I trusted he would excuse me for thus introducing a subject, about which I knew
he wished to be silent.

His reply was complimentary to myself, and accompanied with a request that I should proceed. I
then stated to him, there was a report in circulation, that he had determined he would appoint Mr.
Adams Secretary of State, in case he were elected President, and that I wished to ascertain from him
whether he had ever intimated such an intention. That he must at once perceive how injurious to his
election, such a report might be. That no doubt there were several able and ambitious men in the
country, among whom I thought Mr. Clay might be included who were aspiring to that office; and
if it were belived he had already determined to appoint his chief competitor , it might have a most
unhappy effect upon their exertions, and those of their friends. That unless he had so determined, I
thought this report should be promptly contradicted under his own authority.

I mentioned, it had already probably done him some injury, and proceeded to relate to him the
substance of the conversation which I had held with Mr. Markley. I do not remember whether I
mentioned his name or merely described him as a friend of Mr. Clay.

After I had finished, the General declared, he had no objection to answer my question. That he
thought well of Mr. Adams, but had never said or intimated, that he would, or that he would not,
appoint him Secretary of State. That these were secrets he would keep to himself—he would conceal
them from the very hairs of his head. That if he believed his right hand then knew what his left would
do, upon the subject of appointments to office, he would cut it off and cast it into the fire. That if
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he should ever be elected President, it would be without solicitation and without intrigue upon his
part. That he would then go into office perfectly free and untrammelled, and would be left at perfect
liberty to fill the offices of the government, with the men whom at the time, he believed to be the
ablest and best in the country.

I told him that his answer to my question was such as one as I expected to receive, if he answered
it at all; and that I had not sought to obtain it for my own satisfaction. I then asked him, if I were
at liberty to repeat his answer. He said I was perfectly at liberty to do so to any person I thought
proper. I need scarcely remark that I afterwards availed myself of the privilege. The conversation
upon this topic here ended, and in all our intercourse since, whether personally, or in the course of
our correspondence, General Jackson never once adverted to the subject, prior to the date of his
letter to Mr. Beverley.

I do not recollect that Gen. Jackson told me, I might repeat the answer to Mr. Clay and his friends;
though I should be sorry to say he did not. The whole conversation being upon the public street, it
might have escaped my observation.

A few remarks, and I trust I shall have done with this disagreable business forever.

I called upon Gen. Jackson, on the occasion which I have mentioned, solely as his friend, upon my
individual responsibility, and not as the agent of Mr. Clay, or any other person. I never have been
the political friend of Mr. Clay, since he became a candidate for the office of President, as you very
well know. Until I saw Gen. Jackson's letter to Mr. Beverly, of the 5th ult. and at the same time was
informed by a letter, from the editor of the United States Telegraph, that I was the person to whom
he alluded, the conception never once entered my mind, that he believed me to have been the agent
of Mr. Clay or of his friends, or that I had intended to propose to him terms of any kind from them,
or that he could have supposed me to be capable of expressing the “opinion that it was right to
fight such intriguers with their own weapons.” Such a supposition, had I entertained it, would have
rendered me exceedingly unhappy, as there is no man upon earth, whose good opinion I more value
than that of Gen. Jackson. He could not, I think, have received this impression, until after Mr. Clay
and his friends had actually elected Mr. Adams President, and Mr. Adams had appointed Mr Clay
Secretary of State. After these events had transpired, it may be readily conjectured in what manner
my communication might have led him into the mistake. I deeply deplore that such has been its
effect.

I owe it to my character to make another observation. Had I ever known, or ever suspected, that
General Jackson believed I had been sent to him by Mr. Clay or his friends, I should have immediately
corrected his erroneous impression; and thus prevented the necessity for this most unpleasant
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explanation. When the editor of the United States Telegraph, on the 12th October last, asked me
by letter for information upon this subject, I promptly informed him, by the returning mail, on the
16th of that month, that I had no authority from Mr. Clay or his friends, to propose any terms to
Gen. Jackson in relation to their votes, nor did I ever make any such proposition; and, that I trusted
I would be as incapable of becoming a messenger upon such an occasion, as it was known Gen.
Jackson would be to receive such a message. I have deemed it necessary to make this statement,
in order to remove any misconception which may have been occasioned by the publication in the
Telegraph of my letter to the editor, dated the 11th ultimo.

With another remark I shall close this communication. Before I held the conversation with General
Jackson, which I have detailed, I called upon Major Eaton, and requested him to ask Gen. Jackson
whether he had ever declared or intimated that he would appoint Mr. Adams Secretary of State, and
expressed a desire that the General should say, if consistent with the truth, that he did not intend to
appoint him to that office. I believed that such a declaration would have a happy influence upon the
election, and I endeavored to convince him that such would be its effect. The conversation between
us was not so full as that with Gen. Jackson. The Major politely declined to comply with my request,
and advised me to propound the question to the General myself, as I possessed a full share of his
confidence. JAMES BUCHANAN.

Lancaster , 8 th August , 1827.

Printed at the Office of the Wheeling Gazette.


