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STATEMENT IN RELATION TO THE WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS PROPERTY.

Under decree of the Federal court the White Sulphur Springs were ordered to be rented out for
the season of the present year, and Major H. M. Mathews was appointed commissioner to rent the
same.

The said commissioner only advertised that immense property in the Lewisburg paper, which has a
local and limited circulation. As to the outside world, it was about as good an advertisement as if it
had been stuck up against tree in the midst of the forest.

The board of directors of the White Sulphur Springs met in the city of Richmond on the 19th day
of March, 1874, and finding the notice was not in any of the Richmond, Baltimore or New York
papers, ordered that Dr. A. Welford, president, should forthwith have it inserted in the Northern
papers. He promptly complied, and it appeared in the Baltimore Sun of 21st ultimo, and in the New
York Herald of 23d of March, six and four days before the 27th of March, the day the commissioner
had appointed. The said board appointed Dr. Welford, president, and myself as a committee to
attend on their behalf the said renting. So limited was the notice, although the President had
visited the Springs some ten days before, he did not see the advertisement. And although the said
committee reached the Springs only two days before the renting, up to that time they did not know
the terms on which the said commissioner proposed renting the property. He advertised for sealed
proposals. On the day of offering only two sealed proposals were put in. The first was Mr. Peyton's
for $12,000, and the second mine for the sum of $16,001. With consent both of Mr. Peyton and the
said committee, as agreed on before the sealed bids were opened, the commissioner then put it up
at public outcry. The said Peyton proposed to me, if I would take his furniture upon agreed prices,
he would retire and let me take the lease. This I promptly refused. After much canvassing by Mr.
Peyton with his 2 friends, the device was fallen on, for Mr. Webb (for years an assistant in the dining-
room, and at present an employee of Mr. Peyton's, who, although a respectable man, is known to be
without means,) to put in a bid for $16,002, being one dollar above mine. I told the commissioner that
I would not bid against Mr. Webb (a man of straw), but would claim the property as the highest bona
fide bidder. It was then knocked off to Mr. Webb, and he allowed until the 4th instant to comply with
the terms of the bid, and in the event of his not doing so it would then be put up again.
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I gave the commissioner notice that in any event I should claim the property as the highest bone fide
bidder on the 27th of March, the day advertised.

I further state that in the event of Mr. Peyton, or any bone fide person, having bid above mine, it was
my intention to have increased my bid, if it had not been a large one, as I am confident it would not
have been.

I therefore respectfully claim of the court the said property as the highest bona fide bidder on the
27th of March.

Should, however, the court differ in opinion with me, then I hereby offer an advance of ten per cent.
on the said bid of Webb's; and if not awarded to me at that price, ask that the said property may be
again put up at public outcry.

A dispatch from the White Sulphur Springs, dated the 1st April, appeared in the Richmond Enquirer
of this morning, stating— “Col. George L. Peyton to-day perfected his contract for the Greenbrier
White Sulphur Springs”

JEREMIAH MORTON.

April 2, 1874.
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