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WASHINGTON CITY, MARCH 2, 1833.

Sir:

The present Session of Congress closes this day, and although but few of the subjects introduced
have been finally acted upon, I flatter myself that much good has been done for our country.

Before the meeting of Congress, that extraordinary excitement in South Carolina, called nullification,
had spread to an alarming extent, pervading all classes, arraying brother against brother, and
threatening to re vi si s t that State with civil war between the contending parties. The Nullifyers
and Union men , nearly equal in numbers, and not very unequal in talent and respectability, each
pressing its principles with zeal and rancour. The former having a majority in the Legislature,
was enabled to pass laws to prevent the collection of the Revenue, in South Carolina, and , was
threatening to obstruct or nullify the laws of the United States. Thus by an ordinance, and the
legislation of a b e are a r majority of a single State , have these infatuated people disturbed the
public peace and destroyed the confidence of a portion of their people in the Government of the
United States, which prote s c ts their lives, their liberties, and their property.

The South Carolina question was brought before Congress by an executive message in January,
and a bill was reported by the Judiciary committee which elicited able debates on both sides of
the question, and finally became a law empowering the President to enforce the collection of the
revenue. The debates on this question have been published, and should, as I have no doubt they
will , be read with much interest, and fully explain this controversy. The above law was deemed
necessary owing to the offensive attitude assumed by the majority of the State of South Carolina,
and it is believed that admonished by the prompt action of Congress, the firm course pursued by the
President, and the conciliatory temper of his message at the opening of the Session, and his pro c c
lamation of the 10th of December last, that the State of South Carolina will return to her duty, and
yield obedience to the laws of the Union.

The measures of the administration in relation to the disturbance in the South, has met almost
universal ap plause probation, except in the districts already excited beyond what is generally known
or believed in the West, and has had the most salutary effect in uniting men of all parties under
the banner of the Union and the Constitution, and it is no small gratification to the friends of the
President to find patriots and statesmen of all political parties unite in sustaining him. I have no
doubt this dangerous excitement of our southern brethren will pass into oblivion without being th ?
e cause of shedding one drop of American blood.
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An act has ? a lso been passed to reduce and modify the Tariff. This mea r s ure was supported by
men of all parties with a hope of quieting the Southern Nullifyers. In agreeing to it the North and
West yielded much for peace and the permanency of our institution s , a u n d it will be gratifying to
every patriot should the expectation of its friends be realized.

Propositions were introduced to graduate and reduce the price of the public lands and were
rejected, and a bill passed both houses of Congress to divide the funds proceeds of the sales of
the public lands among the people of all the States. This bill was sent to the President on the last
evening of the Session, and was not returned by him.

The acts of Congress of the 2nd 29th May, 1830, and the 5th of April, 1832, granting pre-emptions
to occupants of public lands has been revived, and to continue in force for one year, to embrace all
cases whe n where the settlers on said lands who were entitled to pre-emptions under the aforesaid
acts of Congress, and were prevented from availing themselves of the benefits of these laws, in
consequence of the public lands not having been surveyed or offered for sale.

Laws authorizing the survey and sales of public lands in range 10 West in the State of Indiana, and
for establishing a new land district in the northwest part of our State, and fixing the land office at
Leporte has also been enacted at this Session of Congress.

The treaties concluded with the Potawattom e y Indians have been ratified and money appropriated
to carry their provisions into effect, and for surveying the lands ceded by them, it is confidently
believed this will be effected within the present year.

All attempts to negotiate with Miamies, in their own country, for a portion of their lands, proving
unsuccessful, the chief s and principal men were invited to resist visit this city at the expense of
the United States to procure if possible the land lying near the line of our Canal. It was not known
here until about the close of the Session of Congress that the Indians declined this invitation. It now
remains for our State to determine what course she will pursue towards a people who obstruct
the progress of our public works, the extension of our settlements in one of the fairest portions of
our Territory, and who remain unmoved by every effort on the part of the General Government to
procure for us a small part of their lands so important to us and entirely useless to the Indians.

A law for improving the rank and file of the army, shortening the periods of enlistments to three
years, and encreasing the d ay pay ay of non- e c ommissioned officers and soldiers, and a law
authorizing the President to change the Corps of mounted Rangers to a Regiment of Dragoons,
passed the last day of the Session.
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Our relations with other powers of the world are of the most flattering character. Our able negotiatio
n r s abroad have obtained indemnity for spoliations committed by the subjects of the foreign
powers on the property of our citizens for many years gone by. Our commerce covers every sea
protected from piracy by our tars, and we have peace with all the world.

Your Obedient Servant, JOHN TIPTON.

WASHINGTON CITY, MARCH 2, 1833.

Sir:

The present Session of congress closes this day, and although but few of the subjects introduced
have been finally acted upon, I flatter myself that much good has been done for our country.

Before the meeting of Congress, that extraordinary excitement in South Carolina, called nullification,
had spread to an alarming extent, pervading all classes, arraying brother against brother and
threatening to visit that State with civil war between the contending parties. The Nullifyers and
Union nearly equal in numbers, and not very unequal in talent and respectability, each pressing
its principles with zeal and rancour; the former having a majority in the Legislature were enabled
to pass laws to prevent the collection of the Revenue, in South Carolina, and were threatening to
obstruct or nullify the laws of the United States. Thus by an ordinance, and the legislation of a bare
majority of a single State, have these infatuated people disturbed the public peace and destroyed
the confidence of a portion of their people in the Government of the United States, which protects
their lives, their liberties, and their property.

The South Carolina question was brought before Congress by an executive message in January,
and a bill was reported by the Judiciary committee which elicited able debates on both sides of
the question, and finally became a law empowering the President to enforce the collection of the
revenue. The debates on the question have been published; they should, as I have no doubt they
will, be read with much interest, and will fully explain this controversy. The above law was deemed
necessary owing to the offensive attitude assumed by the majority of the State of South Carolina;
and it is believed that admonished by the prompt action of Congress, the firm course pursued by
the President, and the conciliatory temper of his message at the opening of the Session, and his
proclamation of the 10th of December last, that the State of South Carolina will return to her duty,
and yield obedience to the laws of the Union.

The measures of the administration in relation to the disturbance in the South has met almost
universal approbation, except in the districts already excited beyond what is generally known
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or believed in the West, and has had the most salutary effect in uniting men of all parties under
the banner of the Union and the Constitution; and it is no small gratification to the friends of the
President to find patriots and statesmen of all political parties unite in sustaining him. I have no
doubt this dangerous excitement of our southern brethren will pass into oblivion without being the
cause of shedding one drop of American blood.

An act has also been passed to reduce and modify the Tariff. This measure was supported by men
of all parties with a hope of quieting the Southern Nullifyers. In agreeing to it the North and West
yielded much for peace and the permanency of our institutions, and it will be gratifying to every
patriot should the expectation of its friends be realized.

Propositions were introduced to graduate and reduce the price of the public lands and were
rejected, and a bill passed both houses of Congress to divide the proceeds of the sales of the public
lands among the people of all the States. This bill was sent to the President on the last evening of the
Session, and was not returned by him.

The acts of Congress, of the 20th May, 1830, and the 5th of April, 1832, granting pre-emptions to
occupants of public lands have been revived, and to continue in force for one year, to embrace
all cases where the settlers on said lands who were entitled to pre-emptions under the aforesaid
acts of Congress, and were prevented from availing themselves of the benefits of these laws, in
consequence of the public lands not having been surveyed or offered for sale.

Laws authorizing the survey and sales of public lands in range 10 West in the State of Indiana, and
for establishing a new land district in the northwest part of our State, and fixing the land office at
Leporte has also been enacted at this Session of Congress.

The treaties concluded with the Potawattomy Indians have been ratified, and money appropriated to
carry their provisions into effect and for surveying the lands ceded by them; it is confidently believed
this will be effected within the present year.

All attempts to negotiate with Miamies, in their own country, for a portion of their lands, proving
unsuccessful, the chiefs and principal men were invited to visit this city at the expense of the United
States to procure if possible the land lying near the line of our Canal. It was not known here until
about the close of the Session of Congress that the Indians declined this invitation. It now remains
for our State to determine what course she will pursue towards a people who obstruct the progress
of our public works, the extension of our settlements in one of the fairest portions of our Territory,
and who remain unmoved by every effort on the part of the General Government to procure for us a
small part of their lands so important to us and entirely useless to the Indians.
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A law for improving the rank and file of the army, shortening the periods of enlistments to three
years, and encreasing the pay of non-commissioned officers and soldiers, and a law authorizing the
President to change the Corps of mounted Rangers to a Regiment of Dragoons, passed the last day
of the Session.

Our relations with the powers of Europe are of the most flattering character. Our able negotiators
abroad have obtained full indemnity for spoliations committed by their subjects on the property of
our citizens for many years gone by. Our commerce covers every sea protected from piracy by our
tars, and we have peace with all the world.

Your Obedient Servant, JOHN TIPTON.
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