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[Three clippings regarding building statistics in the City of Washington, posted on on
sheet, dating from 1837-1845].

CITY OF WASHINGTON.

Annual statement of improvements made within the city in the year 1837; together with the additional
assessment; the total on personal property, buildings, and aggregate; also, the supposed population.

JOHN SESSFORD.

Brick. Wood. Additional assessment for 1837. Assessment on Frn't Back Frn't Back Wards. 3
story. 2 story. 2 story. 1 story. 2 story. 1 ½ story. 2 story. 1 ½ story. Total. Additions. Shops,
&c. Total number of dwellings. Supposed census. Running feet of pavement laid in the year.
Buildings. Personal. Total. Personal. Buildings. Lots. Aggregate. Tax at 75 cents on $100.
1 1 2 5 1 1 10 1 3 679 4,300 328 9,850 14,775 24,625 145,375 671,340 601,490 1,418,205
11,684.54¾ 2 1 11 1 1 14 2 9 811 5,136 540 11,510 10,350 21,500 136,450 961,450 607,322
1,708,222 12,811,66½ 3 3 4 4 21 1 33 3 5 1212 7,676 350 35,000 27,300 62,300 264,850
1,622,340 1,397,071 3,284,261 24,631,95¾ 4 1 3 1 5 2 342 2,042 3,300 6,300 9,600 40,550
203,860 177,214 421,624 3,162,18 5 1 1 249 1,431 1,100 1,900 3,000 18,200 133,975 175,679
327,854 2,458,90½ 6 1 1 441 2,205 200 5,150 5,350 30,925 145,891 154,596 331,412 2,485,59
4 8 4 41 2 3 1 63 9 18 3734 22,790 1218 60,600 65,775 126375 636,350 3,741,856 3,113,372
7,491,578 56,186,83½

During the year, but little has been done by the Corporation, beyond the casual repair of streets,
except the filling up of lots, by direction of the Board of Health, which were covered with water,
and considered injurious to the health of the inhabitants. The general healthiness of the city is
fully admitted by all who have an opportunity of judging correctly; the markets well supplied,
and at prices lower, on the average, than those of any city to the east of this place. The bridge at
Twelfth street has been reduced in height, affording a much easier passage over it. Some dredging
has been done in the Canal, opposite sewers; the necessity for this might easily be obviated by
the construction of sediment basins where wanted: the west entrance of the Canal is still much
obstructed by the remains of the Dam, which ought to be removed, so as to admit small steamboats
and river craft to enter without difficulty, and pass up to the heart of the business part of the
city, the depth of water inside, at ordinary high tides, being over seven feet—a depth equal to the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, through which pass coal and lumber vessels. Should this work
be commenced early in the spring, beneficial effects would soon be felt. Great progress has been
made in the construction of the new Treasury building and Patent Office. The extension of the
west enclosure of the Capitol adds much to its general appearance; the embellishments of the
grounds within it are neat and well-arranged, and the promenade through it delightful, enlivened
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by a handsome jet and basin. Iron pipes have been laid from the Capitol, along the north side
of Pennsylvania avenue, to Fifteenth street, with a sufficient number of plugs for the supply of
water in case of fire. At the Arsenal considerable improvements have been made by building, as
well as partially filling up the swamp on the east side of the ground south of the Penitentiary.
Some additional buildings have been erected at the Navy Yard. This yard, from its neatness, forms
a considerable attraction to the stranger, but wants to be enlivened by the presence of public
vessels. Why this is not the case, it is difficult to conjecture, particularly when it is known that vessels
constructed at this yard have cost less, and endured longer without the necessity of repair, than
those built elsewhere. The eastern portion of the city would be much benefited by the ordering of a
portion of the smaller class of vessels of war to this navy yard for discharge and refitting.

Annual Exhibit of Buildings erected in the City in the year 1842— Assessments, &c.

By John Sessford.

Jan. 20, 1843
BRICK. WOOD. Additional assessment in 1842. Total assessed property, on which there is a tax
of 75c. to $100. Tax. Front. B'k Front. Back. Buildings. Personal. Totals. Wards. 3 story. 2 story.
2 story. 2 story. 1 ½ story. 1 story. 2 story. 1 ½ story. 1 story. Dwellings. Shops. Additions. Total
dwellings. Ratio per census of 1830. Inhabitants, per ratio of 1830. Running feet of pavement laid
in 1842. 1 3 5 17 2 1 28 1 2 791 6.023 4,764 1520 $32,700 18,250 50,950 $1,884,699 $14,135
24¼ 2 3 15 34 1 1 11 65 2 8 989 6.006 5,939 624 28,350 9,706 38,050 2,388,259 17,911 94¼
3 15 27 2 74 6 3 15 2 144 8 6 1648 5.901 9,724 1380 69,055 19,200 88,255 4,104,609 30,785
56¾ 4 1 6 2 17 1 27 1 2 410 5.254 2,154 400 6,925 800 7,725 578,797 4,340 97¾ 5 2 16 1 19
1 2 296 5.197 1,538 10,450 2,950 13,400 381,902 2,864 26½ 6 1 8 2 1 12 1 1 479 5.006 2,397
11,250 3,300 14,550 392,896 2,946 72 22 56 4 166 12 6 26 2 1 295 14 21 4613 26,516 3924
$158,730 54,200 212,930 $9,731,162 $72,984 71½

In the First Ward, some improvements have been made in streets, &c., and a new and substantial
bridge erected across Rock creek by the Corporation of Georgetown; but the approach to it from
the city is bad, and should be remedied without delay. Within the Second and Third Wards, some
important improvements have been made in opening, grading, and gravelling streets, making
bridges and culverts, &c., and reservoirs for water; a substantial bridge at Second street, across
Pennsylvania avenue, has been erected. In the Fifth Ward, some good improvements have been
made.

The colonnade of the Treasury building has been put up, and cast-iron railing in front between
the columns; the area wall, with railing on it, around the General Post Office, has been completed,
the area paved with white marble, the footway outside with large flags. Some temporary fixtures
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around the Patent Office. The Patent Office building is daily visited by citizens and strangers, to view
the extensive collection of curiosities. Additional improvements have been made at the Navy Yard
and Arsenal. The new Jail is occupied, and the old one is now undergoing alterations for a Lunatic
Asylum. The Potomac bridge is yet unfinished. There are nine Steamboats plying from the city. The
lands around the city are in much demand from the increase of the market.

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON.

Annual Statement of Improvements made within the year 1845, &c.

BRICK. WOOD. ASSESSMENT OF EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR. ADDITION
IN EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE. Front. Back. Front. Back. Wards. Three-story.
Two-story. One-story. Two-story. Two-story. One-and-a-half story. One-story. Two-story. One-
and-a-half story. Total. Shops. Additions. Dwelling-houses in the city. Population at six to each
house. Running feet of brick pavement laid in 1845. Improvements. Personal. Lots. Total.
Improvements. Personal. 720,300 211,900 514,171 1,445,921 1 8 7 1 32 1 2 3 54 2 3 985 5,910
1,084 $890,250 $241,400 653,311 $1,784,961 $69,925 $10,300 2 7 15 32 2 3 3 62 3 8 1,187
7,122 1,317 1,164,950 292,150 1,121,867 2,578,967 76,750 11,625 3 30 21 10 86 3 1 15 166 12
9 2,092 12,552 8,372 2,603,675 484,900 1,866,467 4,955,042 181,150 25,625 4 1 1 1 8 1 12 8
1 476 2,856 423,975 87,750 290,976 802,701 16,777 2,450 5 4 20 3 1 28 2 2 360 2,160 1,315
209,083 41,550 206,117 456,750 19,000 2,350 6 2 4 10 16 1 1 529 3,174 1,483 296,825 61,750
98,239 456,814 7,220 1,350 48 52 1 11 188 9 6 20 3 338 28 24 5,607 33,774 13,571 5,588,758
1,209,500 4,236,975 11,035,235 370,822 53,700

Within three or four years past a number of four-story brick and three-story frame houses have
been erected.

First Ward. —Great improvements have been made in grading and gravelling various streets.
Another lime kiln has been built, in addition to the three previously erected: th stone for which
is obtained through the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and the lime is of a superior quality,
furnished to builders at one-half the price formerly charged when obtained from the East, and
giving employment to many hands. The Observatory is now well-furnished with instruments for
observations, with competent observers, the grounds enclosed, and in a state of preparation for
laying them out in walks, &c., which will soon afford a delightful place for recreation, being on an
eminence, and affording a splendid view of this city, Georgetown, Alexandria, and the District.
Pennsylvania avenue, from the War Department on 17th street to Georgetown, has been regraded
and gravelled, with paved side-gutters, out of an appropriation made by Congress.
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Second Ward. —In this the carriage wooden pipes) has been 10th to 13th street, and crossing the
avenue Two other lines are authorized by law—for one of which, from north K to H street, down 11th
street, the pipes are on hand, ready to be laid in the spring.

Third Ward. —From the extent and central position of this ward for business, greater and more
important improvements have been made than any other in opening streets, sideways, &c. The
market is abundantly supplied with meats and country produce, and excessively crowded with
sellers and buyers. The building should, without delay, be enlarged by extending the wings to B
street on such a plan as would be in unison with the improvements of market-houses in other
places—the additional stalls, &c. would more than meet the interest on the cost of building. A new
Presbyterian Church has been erected on 8th, between H and I streets, for the congregation of
which Mr. Tuston is the pastor. The Odd Fellows Society have erected on 7th street, between D and
E streets, a lofty and extensive Hall, three stories high: the lower story is divided into two stores,
ninety feet deep; the second story is for assemblies, &c., full depth, with side-rooms detached;
and the upper story for the use of the Society. Another very large Hall has been erected by Messrs.
Blair & Rives on Pennsylvania avenue, between 3d and 4½ streets, very lofty, with a granite front
on the first story, calculated for two stores, one hundred feet deep each; the second story is in one
room, (Jackson Hall,) and a third story. In the rear there is an extensive building for a printing office.
Gadsby's Hotel, corner of 3d street and Pennsylvania avenue, erected by Mr. Withers, as well as the
one opposite erected by Mr. Jones, add much to the appearance of the neighborhood.

In the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Wards, but little has been done in improving streets. The Infirmary at
the extremity of the city is now occupied. A new Laboratory building has been erected within the
Navy Yard, with two wings. Pennsylvania avenue, from east of the Capitol to the Navy Yard, &c., has
been graded and gravelled through the Fourth and Sixth Wards by the United States.

Pennsylvania avenue, east of 15th to 6th street, has been completed by pebble-paving, curbing,
and gravelling—dividing the carriage-way (which is 100 feet wide from curb to curb) into three parts
—two pebble-paved, and the centre deeply bedded with gravel in layers, and covered with shore-
gravel. Sewers have been rebuilt across the avenue at 6th street, and between 9th and 10th and 15th
streets.

The Columbian College, beautifully situated on a commanding height adjoining the city, which
heretofore has been much embarrassed, but now free of debt, is rapidly rising into importance
and usefulness, having, at the commencement of its present session, nearly doubled its number of
students in the College proper, and obtained a large accession of pupils to the Preparatory School.
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The medical branch is in a flourishing state, holding its meetings in the building formerly known as
the old jail, and which has been neatly fitted up for a hospital.

Our neighbors of Georgetown have not been altogether idle; as confidence is now restored
that the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal will be completed, they have commenced improving. Two
brick warehouses and seventeen dwellings have been erected within the year; the drain passing
through the squares above Bridge street has been arched and filled over to a great extent—the
accomplishing of which affords an opportunity for those owning lots having a surplus of earth
to find a place for its deposite, and at the same time making room for buildings, many of which
are contemplated to be put up in the spring. The extensive factory building is enclosed, and all its
floors laid, and ready for the machinery. This factory, when completed, will give employment to
a large number of individuals, drawing wealth to the place, and affording a home-market for the
agriculturist, &c., which is at all times the best market for the country. Adjoining Georgetown on

(no 289)
Presented to the Smithsonian Institution by John Sessford, Esq.
196/10


