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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE CHAIRMAN OF THE UNION STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND S. S.
MAFFIT, ESQ., CANDIDATE FOR COMPTROLLER.

[Published by order of the Committee.]

BALTIMORE, Sept. 18, 1863.

Dear Sir:

In the address of the Union League Committee published in the American and Clipper of the 16th
inst. I find the following paragraph:

“The acknowledged pressure of that public opinion to which we offered to appeal through a
third Convention, and in the face of which we have said Mr. Maffit's nomination was made, has
constrained his committee in their address into an attempt to create the impression, by artfully
drawn statements, that the issue as now made up between them and ourselves, is one between
“those who expect at the proper time to approach the subject of slavery with a full view of its
responsibilities,” and “those who favor peremptory emancipation without regard to constitutional
rights and reasonable convenience,” while they are equally careful not to commit themselves or their
party to either.

They were most careful to exclude “emancipation” from their platform, and they only indirectly refer
to it to stigmatize it as a “subordinate measure of State policy;” while it is no less true that a very
large minority vote was cast against any mention of a “Constitutional Convention” in their resolves.”

I also find that in the reply of Judge Bond to the letter of his Excellency, Governor Bradford, you are
referred to as opposed to the call of a convention, and an issue is attempted to be drawn between
Mr. Goldsborough and yourself, as representing the views of the two parties which unfortunately
divide the Union ranks.
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The only issue upon the subject which has been raised by the Committee appointed to prepare
the address of the Union Central Committee, is between those who were supposed to insist upon
peremptory and forced emancipation, and those who advocated a reference of the subject to a
convention of the people, as the only regular and constitutional mode of disposing of it.
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The members of the State Central Committee composing the Executive Committee, who united
in the address to the people of Maryland—are, without exception, in favor of the prompt call
of a convention—with a view to the inauguration, at no distant day, of some plan of gradual or
compensated emancipation, which shall change our present system of labor, from slave to free.
This has been rendered the more imperative, in their judgment, from the utter impossibility, without
some such change, of supplying the labor necessary to sustain the agricultural interests of the State.
The effect of this rebellion has already depopulated the rural districts to such an extent as to make
it a measure of necessity that the attention of our people should be directed to this subject so soon
as a convention can be assembled. The maintenance of our credit—and the ability of our people
to bear the burthen of taxation, and ensure even a moderate share of independence, depend in
a measure upon the cultivation of our lands; and experience has shown that neither immigration
nor capital can be relied upon, so long as our present system continues. My own opinion is that the
institution of slavery in this State has been so effectually crippled by the events that have already
transpired, that what is left of it, will not only tend to embarrass our future growth and prosperity,
but may result eventually in something more serious. The remedy for all this is the introduction of
free labor to fill the vacuum, caused by the exodus of the colored race, and this can only be brought
about by the adoption of some system of gradual or compensated emancipation. I treat this subject,
as you will perceive, without any reference to other issues which have heretofore deterred many
from even entertaining the possibility of the crisis which is now upon us. The rights of the State
under the constitution are unquestionable; but what avails all this, when we are in the midst of the
realities of a desolating war, and our negroes are moving off by hundreds 3 and thousands. The
rebellion has done this, and the responsibility is upon those who commenced it; and to waste time in
the discussion of vested rights and constitutional guarantees, would be to leave us without recourse,
when our property has ceased to exist as a tangible representative of value. When President Lincoln
first announced his plan of “Compensated emancipation,” I thought that the slaveholders of the
State would do well to accept it, in view of what I foresaw would be the effect of the rebellion upon
slave property; and if an offer of compensation is made hereafter, I have no hesitation in saying,
that I shall advocate its adoption. I am the representative of a large class, with whom there is entire
accord upon the subject of emancipation—besides my colleagues in the Executive Committee, who
entirely agree in this view, without a single exception. The difference between the Union League
Committee and myself upon this subject has been, that many of those whom they represent, were
believed to insist upon immediate and forced emancipation, in the face of the constitution and
laws of the State. I thought I had good reason so to infer. If these gentlemen are the advocates
of a convention, to take up this subject of emancipation at the proper time, and to do what the
exigencies of the times would make incumbent upon us all, so am I. If they do not intend, in any
line of policy which they may adopt, to do injustice to the innocent slaveholder, but to proceed
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regularly and in order, as the law provides, that is just the position which I have always occupied.
In announcing their emancipation platform, you will perceive that the Union League Committee
endorse fully the views of the Union State Central Committee, in their address to the people of
Maryland. They say, “we are no revolutionists; we advocate no ‘short cut’ to the extinction of slavery
in Maryland,” and further “that we disown all measures for the violent abrogation of slavery in our
midst.”

But the point of most interest at this time, and upon which the object of my letter is to invite a
frank interchange of views on your part with this Committee, is the present relation in which you
stand to the subject of gradual emancipation and the call of a convention—as recommended by the
State Convention which met in this city. The singular issue attempted 4 to be raised in the coming
canvass—by some of those who have thought proper to secede from the regular organization of the
Union Party—ignoring entirely their past ultraisms—is based upon opinions which you are claimed
to entertain as adverse to the call of a constitutional convention, and the adoption of any plan of
emancipation in the future, and those who are in favor of a convention and the liberation of the
negro race.

With very great respect, I am, dear sir, your obt. svt., THOMAS SWANN.

Annapolis, Oct. 3d, 1863.

HON. THOS. SWANN:

Dear Sir: —Absence from this place at the time your letter of the 18th ult. arrived here, and a severe
spell of illness subsequently, from which I am but just recovering, together with constant official
engagements since I have been able to leave my room, will, I trust, excuse the delay which has
occurred in giving you a reply.

Time will not permit me to enter at length upon these subjects, and I beg most respectfully and
briefly to say that I endorse the Resolutions of the State Union Convention, passed June 23d,
1863, including the 5th Resolution in reference to taking the sense of the people for a call of a
Constitutional Convention.

Your obedient servant, S. S. MAFFIT.
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