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A BILL for an Apportionment of Representatives among the several States, according to the first
Enumeration; and making Provision for another Enumeration, and an Apportionment of Representatives
thereon, to compose the House of Representatives after the 3 d day of March , 1797.

1 Sec. 1 BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 2 States of America, in
Congress assembled, That from and after 3 the third day of March, in the year one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-three, 4 the House of Representatives shall be composed of members elected 5
within the several states, according to the following apportionment, that is 6 to say—

Within the state of New-Hampshire,

Within the state of Massachusetts,

Within the state of Vermont,

Within the state of Rhode-Island,

Within the state of Connecticut,

Within the state of New-York,

Within the state of New-Jersey,

Within the state of Pennsylvania,

Within the state of Delaware,

Within the state of Maryland,

Within the state of Virginia,

Within the state of Kentucky,
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Within the state of North-Carolina,

And, within the state of Georgia,

7 Representatives. And further, that the President of the United States, 8 shall, as soon as the
Marshal of the district of South-Carolina shall have 9 transmitted to him returns, pursuant to the
provisions heretofore made by 10 law, for an enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,
cause the 11 executive of the state of South-Carolina to be notified of the number of Representatives
12 to be elected within the said state, and which number shall be 13 the like with the quotient of
the number of persons (as defined in the constitution 14 for apportioning representatives and
direct taxes among the several states) 15 appearing from the said returns to be within the said state
divided 16 by thousand.

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be another enumeration 2 of the inhabitants of the
United States to be made by the several 3 marshals within their respective districts, to commence
on the day of 4 in the year and to close 5 and returns thereof to be transmitted by the marshals to
the President of the 6 United States within calendar months thereafter. That in each 7 return shall be
certified the number of persons within the district, excluding 8 Indians not taxed, and distinguishing
the number of free persons, including 9 those bound to service for a term of years, and the number
of all other persons. 10 That the marshals may appoint as many persons as assistants to 11 them
in making the enumeration as they shall deem require, and assign to 12 each assistant, such
division of the district, and to be limited and described 13 as they shall deem convenient. That each
assistant shall, before he enters 14 on the trust assigned to him by this act take the following oath,
or affirmation, 15 before any magistrate within the district, authorised to administer an 16 oath, viz.
“I, A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will make a just 17 and perfect enumeration of all the
inhabitants within the division assigned 18 to me by the marshal of the district of and make due 19
return thereof to the said marhsal, pursuant to an act of Congress, intituled, 20 “An act 21 according
to the best of my ability.” That each assistant failing to make a 22 return, or making a false return,
shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanor, 23 and be punished by fine or imprisonment, or both, in the
discretion of the 24 court. That every assistant shall be allowed for his services and expenses in 25
the execution of the said trust, at the rate of for 26 every persons returned by him, not residing in a
city or 27 town containing more than five thousand persons, and at the rate of 28 for every persons
returned by him, residing in such 29 city or town. But where, from the dispersed situation of the
inhabitants 30 in some divisions, the above allowance may be judged insufficient, the 31 marshal
may, with the approbation of the judge of the district make such 32 additional allowance to the
assistants in such divisions as he shall deem 33 reasonable: Provided, the whole allowance to any
assistant shall not exceed 34 the rate of for every of the whole number of 35 persons returned by
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him. That the marshals of the several districts shall, 36 for the services required of them by this act,
be allowed as follows, viz.—

The marshal of the district of Maine.

The marshal of the district of New-Hampshire,

The marshal of the district of Massachusetts,

The marshal of the district of Vermont,

The marshal of the district of Rhode-Island,

The marshal of the district of Connecticut,

The marshal of the district of New-York,

The marshal of the district of New-Jersey,

The marshal of the district of Pennsylvania,

The marshal of the district of Delaware,

The marshal of the district of Maryland,

The marshal of the district of Virginia,

The marshal of the district of Kentucky,

The marshal of the district of North-Carolina,

The marshal of the district of South-Carolina,

And the marshal of the district of Georgia,

1 That all persons being heads of families shall, when thereunto required 2 by the assistant for the
division, render to him a true account of the 3 number of persons of which their respective families
shall consist, on pain of 4 forfeiting twenty dollars to be sued for and recovered by the assistant, one
5 half to his own use, and the other half to the use of the United States.
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1 Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the third day of 2 March, in the year one
thousand seven and ninety-seven, the House of Representatives 3 shall be composed of members
elected within the several states, 4 according to an apportionment to be made in manner following,
that is 5 to say—The number of persons (defined as abovementioned) within the 6 several states,
being ascertained from the returns of the marshals to be made 7 in pursuance of this act, there shall
be elected within each state, the like 8 number of representatives, as the quotient of the number of
persons within 9 the state divided by

1 Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States, 2 shall as soon as
conveniently may be, after the day of 3 in the year cause the executives of the several states, 4 to be
notified of the number of representatives to be elected within the 5 states respectively, according to
the apportionment as declared and enacted 6 in the third section of this act; but in case he shall not
on or before that day 7 have received returns from all the marshals within the United States, or 8 in
case he shall have received them, if it should appear from them that the 9 whole number of persons
within United States (defined as aforesaid) is or 10 doth exceed 000,000 then such notifications shall
not be made; and 11 in either of the said cases the fourth section of this act shall be and hereby 12
is declared to be suspended; and the House of Representatives shall 13 continue to be composed
of members elected within the several states, according 14 to the apportionment, as declared and
enacted in the first section of 15 this act, until farther provision shall be made by law, any thing in
this act 16 notwithstanding; and if either of the said cases shall happen, the President 17 of the
United States shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the said 18 day of in the year 19 cause the
executives of all the states to be notified thereof.
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