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A record of the absence of President Grant and cabinet from the seat of government
to the neglect of the people's business. [n. p., 1872].

A RECORD OF THE ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT GRANT AND CABINET FROM THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT
TO THE NEGLECT OF THE PEOPLE'S BUSINESS.

The Government of the United States is a great joint stock company, and the people are the
stockholders. They meet every four years to elect a President to attend to their business for the
ensuing four years, to whom they pay a salary of twenty-five thousand dollars per annum.

The President selects agents to assist him in the discharge of the business intrusted to him. To
facilitate its transaction, it is divided into several departments. Each department is in charge of an
agent, called a Secretary, or Postmaster General, or Attorney General, for whose acts the President is
responsible to the (stockholders) people.

The 5th day of November next is the time fixed for a meeting of the stockholders to select a
President.

The President now in the employ of the company asks that he and his agents be continued for
another four years.

When the stockholders of an insurance, banking, or manufacturing company meet to re-elect
their officers, they ascertain whether or not the business intrusted to them has been faithfully and
promptly transacted. If they find that their president and his agents have left their posts of duty for
weeks and months at a time for purposes of pleasure or private speculation, they dispense with
their services in future.

There is no reason why the stockholders (the people) in the great joint stock company of the United
States shall not be governed by the same considerations.

It is, therefore, proper to ascertain whether or not the President and his agents have abandoned
their posts of duty for weeks and months at a time, in like pursuits, to the neglect of the business of
those who employed them.

If it shall appear that they have done so, the stockholders, at their meeting on the 5th of November,
will not hesitate to refuse to continue them in their employment.

Let us see what is the truth in this regard:
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The Evening Star is a very respectable newspaper, published in the city of Washington, friendly to the
administration. As a matter of news, it announces the movements of the President and his cabinet.

The files of that paper for the last three years disclose a state of facts in regard to the absence from
their posts of duty of the President and cabinet, which cannot fail to astonish the people.

The record, as established by that paper, is as follows, which we ask the stockholders to examine:

The President's absence—1869.

May 24.—The President and Mrs. Grant, accompanied by several members of the cabinet, will leave
the Washington navy yard in the steamer Tallapoosa, on the 3d of June, for Annapolis, and arrive
there on Friday evening, in time for the grand ball, which takes place on that evening.

June 9.—President Grant and party leave here at 9 o'clock this evening for West Point. Before the
President returns he will visit Boston, to attend the peace jubilee in that city.

June 30.—This morning a special train arrived at Mt. Clare from Washington, in which was President
Grant and several members of his cabinet, guests of the Balt. & O. R. R. Co.

July 16.—The President left Washington last evening in the U.S. steamer Tallapoosa, with his family,
Postmaster General Creswell and wife, and ex-Secretary Borie. They will stay three hours at Fortress
Monroe and one day at Cape May, and then proceed to Long Branch.

July 29.—The proprietor of Congress Hall, at Saratoga, has offered President Grant, his family 2 and
guests, the hospitality of his house, which has been accepted for the 5th proximo.

August 10.—The President arrived here this morning, accompanied by Secretary Fish and General
Porter. At noon the cabinet assembled. The President will leave here to-morrow evening,
accompanied by Secretary Fish, to join his family on the Hudson.

August 11.—President Grant will make a pleasure tour over the Erie Railroad, [Jim Fisk's guest,]
leaving New York on Friday evening.

August 26.— In consequence of the absence of nearly all the executive officers, there is but very little
business being transacted in any of the executive departments.
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August 31.—The President, accompanied by Secretary Fish and General Porter, arrived here this
morning. The President will receive visitors to-morrow, and return in the evening train, with Secretary
Fish, for Saratoga, to rejoin his family.

September 20.—The President, it is expected, will remain in Washington, Pennsylvania, to attend the
county fair on Wednesday, and arrive in this city on Thursday evening.

September 22.—During the absence of the President an elegant billiard room has been constructed
for his use. The room is handsomely fitted up.

[No other President ever required a billiard room to be fitted up at the White House. Think of Andrew
Jackson or Abraham Lincoln spending their time in a billiard room, instead of the office for the
transaction of business.]

The President and family arrived here this morning. * * * After visiting his stables and examining the
repairs made to the Executive Mansion, the President drove out to the State Department. * * * The
President did not receive visitors to-day.

September 24.—At noon to-day the cabinet convened, and were in session during the afternoon. This
is the first full session of the cabinet held in several months.

The President's absence—1870.

April 12.—The President, Generals Dent and Porter, returned from Philadelphia last evening.

April 28.—President Grant and family left for West Point to-day, accompanied by Secretary Cox and
family.

May 14.—The President and family, and Generals Porter and Dent, of his staff, went on an excursion
down the Potomac this morning.

June 9.—The presidential fishing party, which leaves this evening for Pennsylvania, will consist of the
President, General Porter, Senators Cameron, Robertson, and Edmunds, and Postmaster General
Creswell.

July 1.—The President will leave for Connecticut this evening.
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July 2.—The Executive Mansion is almost deserted by the prominent officials, General Dent being the
only one of them remaining.

July 7.—The President and family returned this morning.

July 21.—The President and family, with Generals Dent and Porter, left this morning for Long Branch,
to remain all the summer.

August 18.—Secretary Cox is the only member of the cabinet now in the city.

October 3.—The President, Mrs. Grant, and General Porter arrived yesterday morning.

October 13.—President Grant, Postmaster General Creswell, and Secretary Robeson left for Frederick
this morning.

November 16.—The President returned this morning.

The President's absence—1871.

April 21.—The President and General Porter left last night for St. Louis.

June 1.—The President and family and General Porter left this morning for Long Branch.

June 22.—The President and Mrs. Grant are on a visit to Mr. Corbin, at Elizabeth, New Jersey, and will
return to Long Branch on Friday.

June 28.—President Grant and General Porter arrived this morning, and will remain until to-morrow
evening.

July 19.—President Grant, General Porter, and Collector Murphy left Long Branch for Plattsburg.

September 12.—The President, accompanied by Mrs. Grant, left Long Branch yesterday for Lebanon,
Pennsylvania.

September 14.—President Grant and party passed through Harrisburg yesterday afternoon for the oil
regions.

September 21.—The President will return to the White House for the winter about the 1st October.
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September 27.—President Grant, who accompanied the Chicago and Northwestern excursionists to
Kansas, will return to Galena to-morrow.

October 7.—President Grant returned here last evening.

October 10.—The cabinet met to-day for the first time for several weeks. The Attorney General,
Secretaries Robeson and Delano, are not in the city.

October 11.—The President, Secretaries Boutwell, and Robeson, and Postmaster General go to
Boston on Friday. Secretary Belknap leaves on Saturday and will join the party on Monday.

October 17.—The presidential party is expected to return on Saturday evening.

October 30.—All the members of the cabinet are now in town, AND THE CABINET MEETING TO-
MORROW WILL BE THE FIRST FULL MEETING FOR SEVERAL MONTHS.

Absence of the President—1872.

January 4.—The President left the city to-day for Philadelphia. While absent the President will be
entertained by Colonel J. W. Forney.

February 22.—The President left for Philadelphia on the noon train to-day.

March 2.—The President will be in Philadelphia from the 7th inst. till the 11th, to attend the wedding
of the daughter of a prominent Philadelphian.

March 8.—No meeting of the cabinet to-day, owing to the absence of the President.

April 3.—The President and General Porter left 3 last night for New York, to witness the departure of
Miss Nellie Grant for Europe.

May 20.—The President and Mrs. Grant returned from their visit to the farm of Postmaster General
to-day.

June 11.—The President, accompanied by Mrs. Grant, Mr. Dent, father of Mrs. Grant, left for Long
Branch this morning. No cabinet meeting to-day, because of the absence of the President.

June 18.—The President returned to this city this morning, and will remain here until to-morrow
morning.
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[So anxious was the President to get rid of the duties of his office for the enjoyment of the pleasures
of Long Branch, that he left Washington for that place on the very morning after the adjournment of
the last session of Congress! He did this, notwithstanding having promised interviews for that day to
many members of Congress of his own party. When those gentlemen called at the White House and
were told that the President had gone to Long Branch, there was any amount of “the tallest kind of
swearing;” yet in their stump speeches these very men will say that it is necessary for the President
to take a little recreation, because he fought in the war which ended seven years ago.]

Secretary Borie's absence—1869.

March 20.—Secretary Borie left here last evening for his home in Philadelphia.

March 26.—Secretary Borie and party returned from their Annapolis trip at a late hour last night.

April 3.—Secretary Borie left last evening for Philadelphia, and will be absent until Tuesday next.

April 16.—Secretary Borie left the city for his home last night, to be absent until next week.

April 26.—Secretary Borie having made arrangements for an excursion of the President and
members of his cabinet, with their families, to Mt. Vernon, on board of the fine side-wheel steamer
Tallapoosa, to-day, the excursionists embarked at the navy yard this morning at 10 o'clock.

May 7.—Secretary Borie left here for a visit to his family in Philadelphia. He will return on Monday.

May 14.—Secretary Borie has returned from his recent visit, and was at the Navy Department to-day.

May 15.—Secretary Borie will leave this evening for Annapolis.

May 24.—Secretary Borie left here on Friday evening for his home, and will return on Wednesday
next.

May 31.—Secretary Borie left for Philadelphia on Saturday, and will return to-morrow.

June 21.—Secretary Borie is expected to return here with the President this evening.

[Secretary Borie resigned, and Mr. Robeson was appointed in his place, it is said, at the instance of
Mr. Borie.]

Secretary Robeson's absence—1869.
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June 30.—Secretary Robeson left the city last night for his home in New Jersey. He expects to be
absent about a week.

August 3.—Secretary Robeson is on a visit to Long Branch.

August 9.—Secretary Robeson returned here on Saturday evening, but will leave again to-morrow.

August 11.—Secretary Robeson, Commodore Alden, and other prominent officials, with their families,
[all at Government expense,] left here last evening for Annapolis, from which place they sail on the
steamer Tallapoosa for a tour of inspection to the various navy yards. The party will be absent about
a month.

[It was highly important that the families of “prominent officials” should examine the navy yards for
a month at your expense. Of course they were very proper judges. A very polite way of stealing from
your pockets.]

September 25.—Secretary Robeson left here last evening for Philadelphia.

October 15.—Secretary Robeson and Vice Admiral Porter have returned from Annapolis.

October 30.—Secretary Robeson left here last evening for his home in New Jersey.

Absence of Secretary Robeson—1870.

March 23.—Secretary Robeson left this morning for Philadelphia.

June 27.—Secretary Robeson left here on Saturday evening for Princeton.

July 27.—Secretary Robeson returned last evening.

August 13.—Secretary Robeson left for his home last evening, and will not return until the first of next
month.

September 27.—Secretary Robeson returned last evening from his visit North.

September 29.—Secretaries Robeson and Belknap left for New York last night.

October 31.—Secretary Robeson left this evening for Norfolk, Va., to address the Republicans of that
city.
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December 1.—Secretary Robeson left last evening for New York.

December 23.—Secretary Robeson left for his home in New Jersey to-day.

Absence of Secretary Robeson—1871.

January 17.—Secretary Robeson has returned to this city from New York.

March 29.—Secretary Robeson will leave for Philadelphia to-night.

April 29.—Secretary Robeson left here on Thursday evening for his home.

May 8.—Secretary Robeson will return here on Wednesday morning.

July 5.—Secretary Robeson will not return here until Wednesday of next week.

July 15.—Secretary Robeson and Collector Casey, of New Orleans, were the guests of the President at
Long Branch yesterday.

July 21.—Secretary Robeson left last night for Philadelphia.
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August 7.—The President and Secretaries Boutwell, Robeson, and Postmaster General, and ex-
Secretary Borie, visited Mr. Cattell at his country seat.

September 8.—Secretary Robeson left this morning for Portsmouth, N. H., and will be absent a week
or ten days.

September 28.—Secretary Robeson will return this evening.

October 4.—Secretary Robeson left for Ohio this morning to take part in the political campaign.

November 3.—Secretary Robeson has gone to New Jersey, and will remain until the middle of next
week.

December 26.—Secretary Robeson is expected to return from New Jersey this week.

[So far in 1872 Mr. Robeson has been absent one third of his time, as shown by the Star.]
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Absence of Secretary Boutwell—1869.

April 24.—Secretary Boutwell left this city last evening for a short time. He will be absent until next
Friday.

September 14.—Secretary Boutwell returned to the city last evening.

October 1.—Secretary Boutwell left for Philadelphia to-day to address a Republican meeting in that
city.

October 12.—Commissioner Delano and Solicitor Smith are in Ohio, and Deputy Commissioner
Douglass is in Philadelphia, consequently nothing but routine business is being transacted at the
Internal Revenue Bureau.

October 23.—Secretary Boutwell has ordered the removal of every man holding office under the
authority of the Treasury Department in Texas who favors the election of Hamilton as Governor.

[This is the devotion to civil service reform of the present administration.]

November 13.—Secretary Boutwell left last evening for a visit to his home, near Boston.

December 23.—Secretary Boutwell, who is announced to lecture in Boston on the 29th inst., will leave
this evening for that city.

Absence of Secretary Boutwell—1870.

April 4.—Secretary Boutwell has gone on a brief visit to his home.

June 10.—Secretary Boutwell left here last evening for his home, and will be absent a week.

July 30.—Secretary Boutwell left for his home to-day.

September 26.—Secretary Boutwell has returned from his visit to his home.

November 3.—Secretary Boutwell left here last evening for his home in Massachusetts.

November 14.—Secretary Boutwell returned last night.

Secretary Boutwell's absence—1871.
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April 1.—Secretary Boutwell left for his home in Massachusetts this morning.

April 19.—Secretary Boutwell will leave on Monday for Chicago on private business, to be absent ten
days.

June 30.—Secretary Boutwell left for his home last evening.

July 14.—Secretary Boutwell returned last evening.

August 31.—A cabinet meeting will be held to-morrow, by which time all the members will be present,
except Mr. Boutwell, who is absent.

September 22.—Secretary Boutwell returned here last night, but will leave for Cincinnati on on
Wednesday next. He will speak there on the 28th, and Cleveland on the 29th.

October 24.—Secretary Boutwell leaves this evening for his home in Massachusetts.

Secretary Boutwell's absence—1872.

April 22.—Secretary Boutwell has gone to his home in Massachusetts, where he will remain several
weeks.

May 8.—Secretary Boutwell returned last evening.

June 11.—Secretary Boutwell has gone to his home in Massachusetts, to be absent about two weeks.

July 26.—Secretary Boutwell left here last night for his home at Groton, Massachusetts, and will
probably be absent until the 1st of October.

Absence of Postmaster General—1869.

March 22.—Postmaster General left for his home in Maryland on Saturday, and will not return until
to-morrow.

June 9.—The Postmaster General has returned from a brief visit to his home.

August 9.—Postmaster General Creswell is in town to-day.

August 14.—Postmaster General Creswell left here yesterday, and will not return for ten days.
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December 28.—Postmaster General Creswell left for New York last night.

Absence of Postmaster General—1870.

March 26.—Postmaster General returned to the city yesterday.

November 7.—Postmaster General left his home to-day.

Postmaster General's absence—1871.

July 11.—Postmaster General Creswell has returned to the city.

July 15.—Postmaster General left on the 12.45 train to-day for Elkton.

July 25.—The Postmaster General will not return from Elkton before Thursday or Friday.

July 29.—Postmaster General Creswell left for his home at Elkton to-day.

August 7.—Postmaster General Creswell and First Assistant Postmaster General Marshall returned to
the city last evening.

August 11.—Postmaster General will arrive this afternoon, and leave again this evening, to dine with
the President at the residence of ex-Senator Cattell, near Camden, N. J.

August 15.—The Postmaster General telegraphed to Assistant Postmaster General Marshall that he
was going to visit the President at Long Branch.

August 31—The President and Postmaster General returned from Long Branch this morning.
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September 2.—The Postmaster General is at Cobb's Island with his family, and will not return until the
last of next week.

Postmaster General's absence—1872.

April 23.—The absentees from the cabinet meeting to-day were the Postmaster General and
Secretaries Boutwell and Delano.

June 24.—Postmaster General leaves to-morrow, to attend the Boston jubilee.
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Secretary Delano's absence—1870.

[Mr. Delano was the Commissioner of Internal Revenue until the resignation of Secretary Cox, when
he was appointed Secretary of the Interior. While Commissioner of Internal Revenue, the Star shows
that he was absent from his post of duty for weeks at a time.

November 3.—Secretary Delano left this morning for Petersburg, Va., where he is to address a
Republican meeting.

November 20.—Secretary Delano and wife left for New York this morning.

Secretary Delano's absence—1871.

April 1.—Secretary Delano is at his home in Ohio, and Secretary Robeson is at his home in New
Jersey.

May 13.—Secretary Delano left this morning for Philadelphia.

May 29.—Secretary Delano will leave for the West this evening, to be absent for several weeks.

July 13.—Secretary Delano will not return from Mt. Vernon, Ohio, until next week.

July 26.—Secretary Delano returned this morning.

[Secretary Delano was absent nearly two months, and, considering his thriftiness, it is to be
presumed that his private speculations were not neglected during that time.]

August 9.—Secretary Delano left for Ohio this morning, to be absent several weeks.

September 25.—Secretary Delano is expected to return from Ohio this evening or to-morrow.

October 5.—Secretary Delano left for Ohio yesterday.

October 28.—Secretary Delano returned to this city last evening.

Secretary Delano's absence—1872.

May 18.—Secretary Delano and party arrived at Salt Lake City on yesterday morning.
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[The Star does not announce the return of the Secretary, but he did return, and is now engaged in
making speeches for the man that gave him his position. This officer has been absent at least one-
third of the time he should have been attending to the duties of his office.]

[Although the Star shows that the absence from the seat Government of the Secretary of State,
Secretary of War, and the Attorney General has been about as frequent and for as long a time as the
remainder of the cabinet, we shall not go into detail in their cases. Most certainly enough has been
given to astonish the people as to the manner their business has been neglected by those to whom
it has been intrusted.

This absence is not confined to President and cabinet, but extends alike to the bureau officers.]

The seat of Government of the United States is established by law at the city of Washington, where
the executive business must be transacted. It can be done no where else

No man dare dispute the truth of the above record, as copied from the Star. It shows a most
astounding and unjustifiable neglect of the people's business on the part of their agents.

In view of these facts, and the whole course pursued by the President, well might Mr. Sumner
remark, as he did in his recent great speech:

“‘On what meat doth this our Cæsar feed’ that he should assume so much? No honor for victory in
war can justify disobedience to the Constitution and to law; nor can it afford the least apology for
any personal immunity, privilege, or license in the presidential office. A President must turn into a
king before it can be said of him that he can do no wrong. He is responsible always. As President he
is foremost servant of the law, bound to obey its slightest mandate. As the elect of the people he
owes not only the example of willing obedience, but also of fidelity and industry in the discharge of
his exalted office with an absolute abnegation of all self-seeking. Nothing for self but all for country.
And now, as we regard the career of this candidate, we find to our amazement how little it accords
with this simple requirement. Bring it to the touchstone, and it fails.

“Not only are Constitution and law disregarded, but the presidential office itself is treated as little
more than a plaything and a perquisite—when not the former then the latter. Here the details are
ample; showing how from the beginning this august trust has dropped to be a personal indulgence,
where palace cars, fast horses, and sea-side loiterings figure more than duties; how personal aims
and objects have been more prominent than the public interests: how the presidential office has
been used to advance his own family on a scale of nepotism dwarfing everything of the kind in
our history and hardly equaled in the corrupt governments where this abuse has most prevailed;
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how in the same spirit office has been conferred upon those from whom he had received gifts
or benefits, thus making the country repay his personal obligations; how personal devotion to
himself rather than public or party service has been made the standard of favor; how the vast
appointing power conferred by the Constitution for the general welfare has been employed at his
will to promote his schemes, to reward his friends, to punish his opponents, and to advance his
election to a second term; how all these assumptions have matured in a personal government , semi-
military in character and breathing the military spirit, being a species of Cæsarism or personalism ,
abhorrent to republican institutions, 6 where subservience to the President is the supreme law; how
in maintaining this subservience he has operated by a system of combinations, military, political, and
even senatorial, having their orbits about him, so that, like the planet Saturn, he is surrounded by
rings; nor does the similitude end here, for his rings, like those of the planet, are held in position by
satellites; how this utterly unrepublican Cæsarism has mastered the Republican party and dictated
the presidential will, stalking into the Senate Chamber itself, while a vindictive spirit visits good
Republicans who cannot submit; how the President himself, unconscious that a President has no
right to quarrel with anybody, insists upon quarreling until he has become the great presidential
quarreler, with more quarrels than all other Presidents together, all begun and continued by himself;
how his personal followers back him in quarrels, insult those he insults, and then, not departing
from his spirit, cry out with Shakspeare: ‘We will have rings and things and fine array;’ and finally, how
the chosen head of the Republic is known chiefly for presidential pretensions, utterly indefensible
in character, derogatory to the country and of evil influence, making personal objects a primary
pursuit, so that instead of a beneficent presence he is a bad example through whom republican
institutions suffer and the people learn to do wrong.

“Would that these things could be forgotten, but since through officious friends the President insists
upon a second term, they must be considered and publicly discussed. When understood nobody will
vindicate them.”

The crowned heads of Europe, who claim to rule by divine right, spend their time in carousals at
watering and other places of fashonable resort; but, never before has this been done by Presidents
and cabinets in this country.

The dissolute habits of the privileged classes of Europe must not find imitators in those selected by
our people to transact their business.

Suppose that the stockholders in a manufacturing company discover that their president had not
only absented himself from the place of business, but, in consideration of presents, had selected
incompetent agents, how long would he be retained in his position? Not a day.
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During all the time of this absence and neglect of business on the part of President and cabinet, they
take good care to receive their salaries at the end of each month in full. The President receives SIXTY-
EIGHT and the Secretaries each TWENTY-TWO dollars per day!

The man who toils in a workshop or in the mines, receives from two to three dollars per day! If he be
absent a few hours in attendance on a sick wife or dying child, it may be, he is “ docked ” for the time
lost! Why should not the time lost by the President and cabinet be deducted from their pay? Why is it
“that sauce for the goose should not be sauce for the gander” in this instance? Can any honest man
tell?

The man of toil is compelled to be absent, but these gentlemen are absent for purposes of pleasure,
or private speculation, sometimes, it may, “in ways that are dark” at the people's expense.

Were it not for the behests of a party spirit, which rules with an iron hand, no man could be found
in favor of continuing these men as the agents of the people one moment longer than they can be
legally ousted.

That time is at hand! The meeting of the stockholders will take place on the 5th of November. They
are prepared to act. How they will act cannot be doubted. They have determined to make a change,
convinced that any change must be for the best.

Horace Greeley, a man of toil, like themselves, is known to be “honest and capable,” who will not only
attend to business himself, but require all others in the employ of the Government to do so; and,
rising superior to the partisanship occasioned by issues of the past, now forever settled, they have
determined to make him their next President, and they will most surely do it.

Then we shall have no more absenteeism and neglect of the people's business; no more carpet-
bag rascality; no more robbery for the benefit of military or other corrupt rings; no more ku-klux
outrages; but a return to the ways of peace and fraternity and prosperity, to be achieved by no other
method.

JNO. D. DEFREES, Washington, D. C., July 27, 1872.

MR. GREELEY'S LETTERS OF ACCEPTANCE.

MR. GREELEY'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE NOMINATION MADE BY THE CINCINNATI CONVENTION.

“ New York, May 20, 1872.
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“ Gentlemen: I have chosen not to acknowledge your letter of the 3d instant until I could learn how
the work of your convention was received in all parts of our great country, and judge whether that
work was approved and ratified by the mass of our fellow-citizens. Their response has from day to
day reached me through telegrams, letters, and the comments of journalists independent of official
patronage and indifferent to the smiles or frowns of power. The number and character of these
unconstrained, unpurchased, unsolicited utterances satisfy me that the movement which found
expression at Cincinnati has received the stamp of public approval, and 7 been hailed by a majority
of our countrymen as the harbinger of a better day for the Republic.

“I do not misinterpret this approval as especially complimentary to myself, nor even to the chivalrous
and justly esteemed gentleman with whose name I thank your convention for associating mine.
I receive and welcome it as a spontaneous and deserved tribute to that admirable platform of
principles, wherein your convention so tersely, so lucidly, so forcibly, set forth the convictions which
impelled and the purposes which guided its course—a platform which, casting behind it the wreck
and rubbish of worn-out contentions and bygone feuds, embodies in fit and few words the needs
and aspirations of to-day. Though thousands stand ready to condemn your every act, hardly a
syllable of criticism or cavil has been aimed at your platform, of which the substance may be fairly
epitomized as follows:

“I. All the political rights and franchises which have been acquired through our late bloody
convulsion must and shall be guarantied, maintained, enjoyed, respected, evermore.

“II. All the political rights and franchises which have been lost through that convulsion should and
must be promptly restored and re-established, so that there shall be henceforth no proscribed class
and no disfranchised caste within the limits of our Union, whose long-estranged people shall reunite
and fraternize upon the broad basis of universal amnesty with impartial suffrage.

“III. That, subject to our solemn constitutional obligation to maintain the equal rights of all citizens,
our policy should aim at local self-government, and not at centralization; that the civil authority
should be supreme over the military; that the writ of habeas corpus should be jealousy upheld as the
safeguard of personal freedom; that the individual citizen should enjoy the largest liberty consistent
with public order; and that there shall be no federal subversion of the internal polity of the several
States and municipalities, but that each shall be left free to enforce the rights and promote the well-
being of its inhabitants by such means as the judgment of it own people shall prescribe.

“IV. There shall be a real and not merely a simulated reform in the civil service of the Republic; to
which end it is indispensable that the chief dispenser of its vast official patronage shall be shielded
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from the main temptation to use his power selfishly by a rule inexorably forbidding and precluding
his re-election.

“V. That the raising of revenue, whether by tariff or otherwise, shall be recognized and treated as the
people's immediate business, to be shaped and directed by them through their Representatives in
Congress, whose action thereon the President must neither overrule by his veto, attempt to dictate,
nor presume to punish, by bestowing office only on those who agree with him or withdrawing it from
those who do not.

“VI. That the public lands must be sacredly reserved for occupation and acquisition by cultivators,
and not recklessly squandered on the projectors of railroads for which our people have no present
need, and the premature construction of which is annually plunging us into deeper and deeper
abysses of foreign indebtedness.

“VII. That the achievement of these grand purposes of universal beneficence is expected and sought
at the hands of all who approve them, irrespective of past affiliations.

“VIII. That the public faith must at all hazards be maintained, and the national credit preserved.

“IX. That the patriotic devotedness and inestimable services of our fellow-citizens who, as soldiers
or sailors, upheld the flag and maintained the unity of the Republic shall ever be gratefully
remembered and honorably requited.

“These propositions, so ably and forcibly presented in the platform of your convention, have already
fixed the attention and commanded the assent of a large majority of our countrymen, who joyfully
adopt them, as I do, as the basis of a true, beneficent national reconstruction; of a new departure
from jealousies, strifes, and hates, which have no longer adequate motive or even plausible pretext,
into an atmosphere of peace, fraternity, and mutual good will. In vain do the drill-sergeants of
decaying organizations flourish menacingly their truncheons and angrily insist that the files shall
be closed and straightened; in vain do the whippers-in of parties once vital because rooted in the
vital needs of the hour protest against straying and bolting, denounce men nowise their inferiors as
traitors and renegades, and threaten them with infamy and ruin. I am confident that the American
people have already made your cause their own, fully resolved that their brave hearts and strong
arms shall bear it on to triumph. In this faith, and with the distinct understanding, that if elected
I shall be the President, not of a party, but of the whole people, I accept your nomination, in the
confident trust that the masses of our countrymen, North and South, are eager to clasp hands
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across the bloody chasm which has too long divided them, forgetting that they have been enemies in
the joyful consciousness that they are and must henceforth remain brethren.

“Yours, gratefully, “ Horace Greeley.

“To Hon. Carl Schurz, President; Hon. George W. Julian, Vice President; and Messrs. William E. McLean,
John G. Davidson, J. H. Rhodes, Secretaries National Convention. ”

MR. GREELEY'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE NOMINATION MADE BY THE BALTIMORE CONVENTION.

“ New York, July 18, 1872.

“ Gentlemen: Upon mature deliberation, it seems fit that I should give to your letter of the 10th inst.
some further and fuller response than the hasty, unpremeditated words in which I acknowledged
and accepted your nomination at our meeting on the 12th.

“That your Convention saw fit to accord its highest honor to one who had been prominently and
pointedly opposed to your party in the earnest and sometimes angry controversies of the last forty
years, is essentially noteworthy. That many of you preferred originally that the Liberal Republicans
should present another candidate for President, and would more readily have united with 8 us in the
support of Adams or Trumbull, Davis or Brown, is well known. I owe my adoption at Baltimore wholly
to the fact that I had already been nominated at Cincinnati, and that a concentration of forces upon
any new ticket had been proved impracticable. Gratified as I am at your concurrence in the Cincinnati
nominations, certain as I am that you would not have thus concurred had you not deemed me
upright and capable, I find nothing in the circumstance calculated to inflame vanity or nourish self-
conceit.

“But that your Convention saw fit, in adopting the Cincinnati ticket, to reaffirm the Cincinnati
platform, is to me a source of the profoundest satisfaction. That body was constrained to take this
important step by no party necessity, real or supposed. It might have accepted the candidates of the
Liberal Republicans upon grounds entirely its own, or it might have presented them (as the first Whig
National Convention did Harrison and Tyler) without adopting any platform whatever. That it chose
to plant itself deliberately, by a vote nearly unanimous, upon the fullest and clearest enunciation
of principles which are at once incontestibly Republican and emphatically Democratic, gives
trustworthy assurance that a new and more auspicious era is dawning upon our long-distracted
country.
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“Some of the best years and best efforts of my life were devoted to a struggle against chattel
slavery—a struggle none the less earnest or arduous because respect for constitutional obligations
constrained me to act for the most part on the defensive—in resistance to the diffusion rather than
in direct efforts for the extinction of human bondage. Throughout most of those years, my vision
was uncheered, my exertions were rarely animated, by even so much as a hope that I should live
to see my country peopled by freemen alone. The affirmance by your Convention of the Cincinnati
platform is a most conclusive proof that not merely is slavery abolished, but that its spirit is extinct—
that, despite the protests of a respectable but isolated few, there remains among us no party and no
formidable interest which regrets the overthrow or desires the re-establishment of human bondage,
whether in letter or in spirit. I am thereby justified in my hope and trust that the first century of
American independence will not close before the grand elemental truths on which its rightfulness
was based by Jefferson and the Continental Congress of '76 will no longer be regarded as “glittering
generalities,” but will have become the universally accepted and honored foundations of our political
fabric.

“I demand the prompt application of those principles to our existing condition. Having lone what
I could for the complete emancipation of blacks, I now insist on the full enfranchisement of all my
white countrymen. Let none say that the ban has just been removed from all but a few hundred
elderly gentlemen, to whom eligibility to office can be of little consequence. My view contemplates
not the hundreds proscribed, but the millions who are denied the right to be ruled and represented
by the men of their unfettered choice. Proscription were absurd if these did not wish to elect the
very men whom they are forbidden to choose.

“I have a profound regard for the people of that New England wherein I was born, in whose common
schools I was taught. I rank no other people above them in intelligence, capacity, and moral worth.
But, while they do many things well, and some admirably, there is one thing which I am sure they
cannot wisely or safely undertake, and that is the selection, for States remote from and unlike their
own, of the persons by whom those States shall be represented in Congress. If they could do this to
good purpose, then republican institutions were unfit, and aristocracy the only true political system.

“Yet what have we recently witnessed? Zebulon B. Vance, the unquestioned choice of a large majority
of the present legislature of North Carolina—a majority backed by a majority of the people who
voted at its election—refused the seat in the federal Senate to which he was fairly chosen, and the
legislature thus constrained to choose another in his stead or leave the State unrepresented for
years. The votes of New England thus deprived North Carolina of the Senator of her choice, and
compelled her to send another in his stead—another who, in our late contest, was, like Vance, a
rebel, and a fighting rebel, but who had not served in Congress before the war as Vance had, though
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the latter had remained faithful to the Union till after the close of his term. I protest against the
disfranchisement of a State—presumptively, of a number of States—on grounds so narrow and
technical as this. The fact that the same Senate which refused Vance his seat proceeded to remove
his disabilities after that seat had been filled by another, only serves to place in stronger light the
indignity to North Carolina and the arbitrary, capricious tyranny which dictated it.

I thank you, gentlemen, that my name is to be conspicuously associated with yours in a determined
effort to render amnesty complete and universal, in spirit as well as in letter. Even defeat in such a
case would leave no sting, while triumph would rank with those victories which no blood reddens
and which evoke no tears but those of gratitude and joy.

“Gentlemen, your platform, which is also mine, assures me that Democracy is not henceforth to
stand for one thing and Republicanism for another, but that those terms are to mean in politics, as
they always have meant in the dictionary, substantially one and the same thing, namely, equal rights,
regardless of creed, or clime, or color. I hail this as a genuine new departure from outworn feuds and
meaningless contentions in the direction of progress and reform. Whether I shall be found worthy to
bear the standard of the great Liberal movement which the American people have inaugurated is to
be determined not by words but by deeds. With me if I steadily advance, over me if I falter, its grand
array moves on to achieve for our country her glorious, beneficent destiny.

“I remain, gentlemen, yours, “ Horace Greeley.

“To the Hon. James R. Doolittle, Chairman of the Convention, and Messrs. F. W. Sykes, John C.
MacCabe, and others, Committee.
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