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Abolition. Geo. Clark.

THE STANDARD.—Extra.

PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY OF LANE SEMINARY.

Believing it incumbent upon all, who associate for the advancement of the general good, to state
explicitly their object, their reasons for seeking it, the means proposed for its accomplishment, and
the principles which are to control their action; we make the following exposition.

1st. Object. Our object is the immediate emancipation of the whole colored race within the United
States: The emancipation of the slave from the oppression of the master, the emancipation of
the free colored man from the oppression of public sentiment, and the elevation of both to an
intellectual, moral, and political equality with the whites.

2d. Reasons. We advocate the immediate emancipation of the slave for the following reasons. 1st.
He is constituted by God a moral agent, the keeper of his own happiness, the executive of his own
powers, the accountable arbiter of his own choice; personal ownership his birth right, unforfeited
and inalienable; liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, his chartered rights, inherited from his Maker
and guarantied by all the laws of his being.

Slavery robs himself of himself, body and soul; and though he is immortal, created in God's image,
the purchase of a Saviour's blood, visited by the Holy Ghost, and invited to a citizenship with angels
and to fellowship with God, it drags him to the shambles and sells him like a beast, goads him to
incessant and unrequited toil, withholds from him legal protection in all his personal rights and
social relations, and abandons to caprice, cupidity, passion, and lust, all that is dear in human well-
being. It crushes the upward tendencies of intellect, makes the acquisition of knowledge a crime, and
consigns the mind to famine.

It stifles the moral affections, represses the innate longings of the spirit, paralyzes conscience, turns
hope to despair, and kills the soul.

As a system, slavery annihilates the marriage relation, exposes to pollution a million females, and
makes stripes or death the penalty of resistance.—It tears asunder parents and children, husbands
and wives, sisters and brothers, and consigns them to distant and hopeless bondage, desolate and
heart-broken.
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2d. It excites the enmity of the oppressed against the oppressor, goads to desperation and revenge,
provokes insurrection, and perils public safety.

3d. It tends to blunt the sensibilities of all who exercise authority over the slave, and to transform
them into tyrants. The whole process is drawn to the life by President Jefferson, who lived and died a
slave holder.

“The parent storms: the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs, in the
circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to the worst of passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily
exercised in tyranny, cannot fail to be stamped with odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy,
who can retain his morals and manners undepraved in such circumstances.”

4th. It is the occasion of deep moral pollution to the families of slave holders;—a pollution mingling
with the first thoughts, spreading wider and wider with the increase of years, and naturally resulting
from contact with those whom legalized oppression renders liable to prostitution.

5. It cripples the energies of the whole nation, entails poverty and decay upon the States which
uphold it, foments division and alienation in our public councils, and puts in jeopardy the existence
of the Union.

6. It is opposed to the genius of our Government, makes our Constitution a mockery, converts our
national Declaration into a rapsody of sentimentalism, convicts us of hypocrisy at the bar of the
world, neutralizes the power of our example as a nation, and checks the progress of republican
principles.

7. It opposes an insuperable barrier to the conversion of the world, is a standing libel upon the
avowed influence of the Christian religion, and heathen nations will not be slow to read the
disgraceful commentary. It sanctions, as a principle, the absurd and wicked prejudice against color;
and thus, not only dooms to despair the unfortunate millions of colored people in our own country,
but would, if carried out, paralyze all missionary effort and shut the bowels of mercy forever against
the world.

8. Slavery exposes the nation to the judgments of God. We adopt and reiterate the memorable
sentiment of Jefferson: “I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, and that his justice
will not sleep forever:” and we urge an immediate repentance of the sin which provokes his wrath,
and an immediate breaking off from it by righteousness.
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We advocate the emancipation of the free colored man from the oppression of public sentiment and
civil disabilities;

Because color, condition of birth, poverty, calamity, and complicated woe, deserve no punishment.
It is the part of a tyrant to inflict penalties upon the innocent; and when the victim is powerless,
friendless, long oppressed, and already heart-broken, it is the part of a fiend. The colored race in
this country are the objects of scorn and persecution. Impoverished, disfranchised, and trodden into
the dust, they faint under the inflictions of a public sentiment, “which exalteth itself above all that is
called God.” We cannot hold our peace while these, our brethren, are immolated upon the altar of
prejudice and pride. They need our sympathies and our aid, and they shall have them.

3. Principles. The principles which will control our operations are inculcated in the following precepts
of our Lord: “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” “As ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so
unto them.” “Beware of hardness of heart towards thy poor brother.” We adopt implicitly and entirely
the law of love as the basis of our action.

4. Mode of Operation. We shall seek to effect the abolition of slavery,

1st. Not by instigating the slaves to rebellion. This would be murder. Our principles on this point are
those of our Master and Lord. “Resist not evil.” “Bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you.”

2. Not by advocating an interposition of force on the part of the free States. We are no advocates for
war.

3. Not by advocating congressional interference with the constitutional powers of the States. Even if
Congress had power to abolish slavery, our principles “show us a more excellent way.”

We shall seek to abolish slavery;

1st. By approaching the minds of slave holders with the truth, in the spirit of the Gospel. “Thou shalt
in any wise rebuke thy neighbor and not suffer sin upon him,” is the command of God. We shall
endeavour to induce men to forsake this, as every other sin, by speaking the truth in love; addressing
it to the understanding, pressing it upon the conscience, appealing to sympathy, invoking patriotism
and philanthropy, and summoning out the manhood of the soul to an act of justice after long and
guilty delay. In fine, we propose to use only such means as are sanctioned by the laws of the land,
the dictates of humanity, the principles of justice, and the Gospel of Christ.
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2 By appeals to the pecuniary interests of the slave holders.

3. By presenting facts, arguments, and the uniform results of experiment demonstrating the
practicability, safety, and expediency of immediate emancipation, and the presumption and peril of
delay.

4. By a general dissemination of facts, reasonings, and appeals upon the subject of slavery.

5. By embodying and concentrating public sentiment against the system.

6. By promoting the observance of the monthly concert of prayer for the Abolition of Slavery
throughout the world, and by beseeching our fellow christians, and fathers and brethren in the
ministry, to pray without ceasing, in secret and in public, that “every yoke may be broken,” and that
“all the oppressed may go free.”

To prevent misapprehension, we subjoin the following exposition of immediate emancipation. It has
been extensively adopted as expressing the views of Abolitionists, and embodies, substantially, our
own.

“By immediate emancipation, we do not mean that the slaves shall be turned loose upon the nation
to roam as vagabonds and aliens—nor

That they shall be instantly invested with all political rights and privileges—nor

That they shall be expelled from their native land to a foreign clime, as the price and condition of
their freedom.

But we do mean—that instead of being under the unlimited control of a few irresponsible masters,
they shall really receive the protection of law:

That the power which is invested in every slaveholder, to rob them of their just dues, to drive them
into the field like beasts, to lacerate their bodies, to sell the husband from his wife, the wife from her
husband, and children from their parents, shall instantly cease;

That the slaves shall be employed as free laborers, fairly compensated and protected in their
earnings;
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That they shall be placed under a benevolent and disinterested supervision, which shall secure to
them the right to obtain secular and religious knowledge, to worship God according to the dictates of
their consciences, and to seek an intellectual and moral equality with the whites.”

Finally, impelled by these considerations, and looking to God for wisdom, strength, and success,
we solemnly pledge ourselves to each other, to seek through evil report and good report, “the
immediate emancipation of the whole colored race. The emancipation of the slave from the
oppression of the master, the emancipation of the free colored man from the oppression of public
sentiment, and the elevation of both to an intellectual, moral and political equality with the whites.”

CONSTITUTION

Art. 1. This Society shall be called “The Anti-Slavery Society of Lane Seminary.”

Art. 2. The Officers of this Society shall be elected annually, on the first Tuesday evening of January,
and shall consist of a President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, Auditor, and twelve Managers.

Art. 3. Each officer shall perform the several duties usually belonging to the office he holds.

Art. 4. The Board of Managers shall from their own number, elect an Executive Committee of five,
who shall through the Corresponding Secretary, direct all the correspondence of the Society, prepare
for publication such documents as they may deem important, and control the appropriation of the
Society's funds, subject to the supervision of the Board of Managers.

Art. 5. The incidental expenses of the Society shall be defrayed by assessments upon the members.
Funds for all other purposes shall depend entirely upon voluntary contributions.

Art. 6. The Society shall hold quarterly meetings on the first Tuesday evening of January, April, and
July, and 3d Tuesday evening of October, and an annual meeting on the first Tuesday evening of
January.

Art. 7. Any member of Lane Seminary may become a member of this Society, by subscribing the
Preamble and Constitution.

OFFICERS.

William T. Allan, Ala., President.
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Marius R. Robinson, Tenn., Vice Pres.

Andrew Benton, Mo., Rec. Sec.

James A. Thome, Ky., Cor. Sec.

Coleman S. Hodges, Va., Treasurer.

Henry P. Thompson, Ky., Auditor.

Board of Managers.

James Bradley, Ar. Ter.,

Henry B. Stanton, N. Y.,

Abner S. Ross, N. J.,

James Steele, N. Y.,

Sereno W. Streeter, Mass.,

George Clarke, Conn.,

George Whipple, N. Y.,

James Morrison, Ohio,

James M. Allan, Ala.,

Theodore D. Weld, N. Y.,

John T. Pierce, Mass.,

Huntington Lyman, La.

146894 10

For the Cincinnati Journal.

Mr. Editor,
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An erroneous and injurious impression, with reference to the Lane Seminary, has been made
upon the community , by an article in the last Western Monthly Magazine. As the editor of that
periodical refuses to disabuse the public mind, by any correction of its misrepresentations, I solicit
the publication of the following communication in the Journal.

To James Hall, Esq.

Editor of the Western Monthly Magazine.

Sir—As you have avowed yourself the author of an article, published in the last Western Monthly
Magazine, and headed Education and Slavery , I make no apology for addressing you thus publicly by
name.

The article in question seems to have been framed with the design of exciting public indignation
against the Lane Theological Seminary, on account of the stand recently taken by the students upon
the subject of slavery. The text upon which the homily professes to be constructed, is ’The Preamble
and Constitution of the Anti-Slavery Society of—Seminary.’ To shrink from avowing the name of the
seminary, whilst designating it in other respects, with a painstaking particularity, evinces a delicacy
truly original. The courtesy of the article indicates a Chesterfieldian origin. A few specimens will serve
as an illustration: ‘precocious under-graduates,’ ‘minors, who are at school,’ ‘embryo clergymen,’ ‘a
set of young gentlemen dreaming themselves into full-grown patriots,’ ‘boys at school,’ ‘sophomoric
declamation,’ ‘paper caps, and wooden swords,’ ‘mind their own business and their books,’ &c.

That the public may know something more of those ‘minors at school,’ who are rebuked for
examining the subject of slavery, ‘until they have acquired the privileges of acting as men, and voting
as freemen,’ I will give a few statistics of the theological students, whose infantile prattlings have so
ruffled the equanimity of the reviewer.— Thirty of the theological class are over twenty-six years old,
fourteen are over twenty-eight, and nine are between thirty and thirty-five. Two of

the class were members of colleges seventeen years ago; two others graduated eight years since;
six others, three years since; and the remainder have either graduated, more recently, or have gone
through a course of study substantially equal to a college course. One of the class was a practising
physician, for ten years; twelve others have been public agents for state and national benevolent
institutions, employed in public lecturing, in various parts of the Union. Six of the class are married
men; three of them have been so, for nearly ten years. For more specific information relative to
these striplings, permit me, sir, to refer you to Eli Taylor, esq. joint proprietor with yourself in the
Western Monthly Magazine; and the enterprising publisher of the Cincinnati Journal. Some years
since; Mr. Taylor was the classmate of twenty of the members of the present theological class, and
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the younger brother of not a few of them. So much for the babyhood of the theological students. In
the literary department, eighteen of the students are between twenty-five and thirty years of age;
twenty-eight are between twenty-one and twenty-five, and ten are between nineteen and twenty-
one. There is but one regular member of the institution under nineteen years old.

I will state a few facts to show, that those who took part in the recent discussion, were thoroughly
acquainted with slavery in all its forms.

The discussion occupied eighteen evenings.—There were eighteen speakers, eight of them were
born, and had always lived, in slave states. The average age of the eight speakers was twenty-four
years. The remaining ten speakers had resided more or less in slave states. Six of them, from one
to six years. The average age of these speakers was twenty-seven years. The eighteen speakers
gave, in their addresses, the results of residence and personal observation for years in each of the
following slave states. Virginia, twenty-nine years; South Carolina, twenty-three; Alabama, twenty-
four; Tennessee, twenty-two; Missouri, twenty-three; Kentucky, sixty-four. Besides these, they gave
the result of observation during residences of from six months to five years in Louisiana, Arkansas
Territory, Maryland, North Carolina, and Mississippi.

2. The entire tendency of your article is such, as to mislead the public mind, and produce the
impression, that the discussion of the subject of slavery in this institution, was productive of wrath,
malice, and every evil work. You talk of the ‘rancor of party,’ ‘contests of party,’ ‘contamination of
malignant passions,’ ‘the withering touch of party spirit,’ ‘angry billows,’ &c. &c. I do not assert that
you have in so many words, explicitly declared that these results were actually realized at this
seminary. But you have so dexterously practised the tactics of manœuvring, as to produce that
impression upon the public mind, as strongly as if effected by direct assertion. Now, what are the
facts in the case? Every student in this seminary will testify that courtesy and kindness pervaded
the whole debate. Not an instance in which motives were impugned. No accusations of unfairness
and misrepresentation bandled. Harmony, and brotherly love prevailed not only during the debate,
but still remains unbroken. True, it has been loudly bruited, that half of the students were driven
from the seminary, by the rancor of the debate, and the wrathful spirit which succeeded it. The facts
however are these. Only five of the students have taken a dismission from the seminary since the
debate. One of them has been ordained as a missionary, under the American Board. The four others
left from considerations totally unconnected with the question of slavery. During the same period,
six individuals have become members of the seminary; twelve others have applied for admission.
Of the latter, five are from the state of Kentucky, and have made application for admission since the
publication of your article.
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3. Much pains is taken to produce the impression, that the formation of an anti-slavery society, in
this institution, was a political movement; that the students are political partizans, hot and heady,
and are driving their measures to revolutionize the government. The article teems with swelling
words about the ‘establishment of political clubs,’ ‘predisposing minds to peculiar dogmas, in relation
to political questions,’ ‘perverting seminaries of learning into political debating clubs;’ and you say
‘this is the first time we have known of a set of young gentlemen at school, setting seriously to work
to organize a wide-spread political revolution, and to alter the constitution of their country.’ Why
sir, did you not substantiate these charges? Why not quote the language of the document, and
permit your readers to judge for themselves, whether its doctrines are unconstitutional and its
spirit insurrectionary? Vague vituperative harangue may easily avail to lash up popular clamor; and
coarse appeals to the cruder elements, that reek on the surface, or thicken at the bottom, are cheap
expedients for stamping upon any cause the indiscriminate stigma of a blind public odium.

A good cause seeks no such auxiliaries. Let those enlist them that need their aid.

‘Setting seriously to work to alter the constitution of their country’!! Sir, have you read the document,
which you condemn? If so, you know that it not only contains no such sentiment as that, which
you charge upon it; but explicitly disclaims and repudiates all resort to such means, for procuring
the abolition of slavery. I will quote all that part of the Preamble, in which allusion is made to the
government of the country.

‘ Mode of operation. We shall seek the abolition of slavery:

2. ‘Not by advocating an interposition of force, on the part of the free states. We are no advocates for
war.


