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FRESH FROM TRENCHES
TO DELIGHTS OF AIX

First American Permissionnaires Given Rousing
Welcome on Arrival in Famous Savoy
Watering Place

MAYOR EXTENDS GREETINGS FOR TOWNSFOLK

Colored Band Leads Troops Through Streets—Seventy Hotels
Ready to House Thousands Who Will
Soon Flock to Resort

They didn’t have time to change thelr
clothes. Thursday night they were in
"the trenches, Friday they were on their
24-hour journey, with a hot meal served
en route by the Red Cross, and Satur-
day they landed in Aix-les-Bains, some-
where around half a thousand of thermn,
still roofed over with Unecle Sam’s latest
patent eavestrough and still muddy with
the mud of the frontest front.

They had come for seven days of
blessed rest, but it was not to be—at
least not right away. The good folk of
the Department of Savay, that little

wedge of pure beauty that keeps the
Alps from slipping down into the broad
plains of northern Italy, had to show
their good will first, and so the fun
started with a regulation parade led by
a colored American band, escorted by
all the poilus in the neighborhood and
the class of 1918, and surrounded on
every side by all the available Aix-les-
Bainsians with the power to stand up
and yell,

Aix-les-Bains, let it be explained, Is a
resort not unknown to fame as the
sanctuary of the great. Such notables
ag J. P. Morgan. Queen Victorin and
others who couldn’t afford to compromise
their respectability by going to Monte
Carlo used to go to Aix, and famous
personages—diplomatic, military, or just
plain rich—were such customary sights
before the war that Aix received them,
bathed them and let them go their way
without any thought of ohing and ahing.

Never Such Greeting as This

But Saturday 1t was different. Alx
has seen plenty of Americans, most of
whom were good for a little more than
188 francs a month, but never such
Americans as these. Old inhabitants
declared that the town had never cele-
brated anybody's arrival with so much
fervor and enthusiasm. They waited at
the station, thousands of them, -for many
hours, and when the train finally pulled
in they vivaed and vivaed again while
the begrimed Americans, first members
of the A.E.F. to enjoy a vacation in
the great playground selected by the
Army authorities, got down, stretched
thelr legs and shouldered their rifles.
What if they were begrimed. Bains
means baths, doesn't it?

And then they paraded, and disbanded
at the regiftration place set apart for
them and the thousands who are to fol-
low. They were assigned to their hotels,
ate luncheon there, and then went to
the big casino, which {is the town’s
closest approach to Monte Carlo, and a
pretty close approach too, so far as mag-
nificence goes, where a mammoth recep-
tion was held, with light refreshments
gerved by Amerlcan ladies and a speech
by the mayor, M. Albert Marty.

Seventy Hotels Ready

The first permissionaires arrived just
a month after G.0. No. 6 was sent out
by the Army, designating Savoy as o
territory for leave purposes, with Aix as
center. Many of the Americans who
tumbled out of the train at Alx and held
out grimy hands for the bars of chocolate
that were to fill in until preliminaries
were over explained hurriedly that they
had had only an hour’s notice and had
to come just as they were.

All the citizens of Aix, headed by the
mayor and Dr. Francon, were at the
train to welcome the first comers. A
baseball nine in white linen trousers,
red jerseys, bare heads and knees and
American flags tied about their arms
stood with chattering teeth and tremb-
ting legs for two hours. Every house had
& cluster of American flags, and
the whole town—the cleanest in France
—was so splck and span that you could
have eaten your dinner off any floor.
The seventy and more hotels were ready
for their guests and that means some-
thing here where the food i3 wholesome,
plentiful and of the best, for Savoy is a
rich province, rich in cattle, in vege-
tables and fruits.

It was in the town theater that
the free evening performance took place.
The leave man was on hand early and
stayed late, disclalming with a hearty
laugh the idea of being tired. A first
class vaudeville from London and Paris
furnished the novelties. The hit of the
evening was made by E. H. Sothern, who,
in the uniform of the Y.M.C.A., recited
two poems. ‘“The Highwayman,” by
Alfred Noyes, and “You Shall Not Pass;
by Harold Begbie. The colored band,
almost at full strength, and led by
Europe, repeated its Broadway successes;

Winthrop Ames of the Booth and
Little Theaters of New York is accom-
panying Mr. Sothern on a tour to the
different camps and the two will return
to America soon with the intentlon of
organizing dramatic programs for the
soldiers.

All Sorts of Recreation

The same style of entertainments,
varied by amateur talent, are to he re-
gular features of the Casino evenings,
and in all respects except that of the
parade and welcome. at the train, the
Americans who follow will have the same
hearty welcome. Hikes on the moun-
talns, motor boat trips on the . magnifi-
cent lakes, auto trips and in the Caslno
billjards and other games, a llbrary,
reading, writing, and lounging rooms
are provided, and a canteen where hot
dtinks and other supplies are sold will
also contribute to_the .men's well being.
As warm weather comes there will be
added outdoor recreations—golf, tennfs,
squash—for the advantages of courses
and courts are included in the contracts
made for the soldiers.

The English and French Armies
answer the problems presented in
to leaves by sending their men home.
Never have the military authorities ia
the history of wars had such a problem
ﬁo answer as the American staff has had.

thousand miles from bome, ren-
‘\ering visits impossible, where could a

place be found which would give the
soldier sufficient distraction, house him
suceessfully; have natural advantages
sufficient to interest him at all seasons
of the year? It is.a problem that has
presented a thousand details, many of
them annoying, many of them by reason
of military exigencles not yet deter-
mined, but so far as human presclence
can go, with the ahgolute success of the
opening days, there seems no reason to
believe that a happier choice could pos-

soldiers’ health and recreation are to he
the determining factors.

Plenty of Room Outside Aix

While the first few contingents are to
be stowed away in the hotels of Aix,
those following will be divided into such
numbers as can be well taken care of
In other places, Chambery and Challes-
les-Eaux being the first selections.
Like Aix these places have a “season,”
but are delightful at all times,
winter recreations following on the sum-
mer and fall ones.

When the Y.M.C.A. accepted the
responsibility of assisting in the wel-
fare of the leave men, the secretaries
certainly never dreamed that a task of
this magnitude would be a part of that
duty. They have risen to the occasion
in spite of &lmost insuperable handicaps.
not the least of which has been a short-
age of experienced help.

The direction of Y.M.C.A. work at Aix
and the neighboring towns of the leave
center has been under the management
of Secretary Franklin Edmunds, assisted
by Messrs. Gerald Revnolds, James
Springer, W. Carrell, Charles Snedeker,
Rev. Shepherd Knapp, and others. The
women workers, who have labored with
equal zeal under the direction of Mrs.
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., Included on the
opening  day Mrs. Margaret Deland,
Mre. Winthrop Ames, Miss Annable,
Miss Gertrude Tynch, Mrs. Helen An-
derson, Misses Anderson, King, Sted-
man, Habisham, Weeks, Baldwin. and
others.

CHIEF’S EAGLE GOES TO BRONX

General Pershing’s Pet Moves
From Governor’s Island

[By CanLe 10 THE STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—~General Per-
shing’s golden eagle has moved from
Governor’s TIsland to the Bronx Zoo.
The burning question is, what is the
bird’s real name? The newspapers differ,
some claiming his title is “Uncle Sam,”
others holding out for “General Persh-
ing and still others dubbing him
“Golden JAck.” All agree, however, that
he is a fine bird, and New York is wil-
ling that he shall eat all the other eagles
in Bronx Park if he so desires.

Bill McBride is gathering unto him-
self, up there in the Bronx. lots of live
souvenirs from the members of the
AE.F.,, and from men in the training
camps. He already has an aviator goat,
Texas deer, and four bears. He will soon
have enough to constitute a branch zoo,
with the occupants all recruited from the
Army.

WOMEN PREPARING TO VOTE

New York City Congressional Elec-
tion Gives First Chance

[BY CaBLE 10 THE STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NBEW YORK, Feb. 21.—New York
City women are greatly delighted over
their first chance to vote in New York
state on March 5. Four city congres-
sional elections are to be held, and the
women are preparing to make a big
campaign.

In the meantime. the predicament of
Miss Hay, head of the women's suffrage
party in New York City, is being re-
counted. Miss Hay, one of the most
active workers for suffrage, will not have
an opportunity to vote with many of her
co-workers. Owing to the fact that she
does not reside In any of the congres-
slonal districts in which elections will be
held she will not be able to cast a ballot.
Six colored women employed in the
kitchen at the city headquarteras of the
party will vote, however.

ORCHESTRA JOINS  APPLAUSE

Soprano’s’ “Home, Sweet Home*
Wins the Whole House

{BY CaBLe To THE STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—Galli Curci,
the Italian soprano whose success in
New York this winter has been so sen-
sational, scored snother triumph the
other, night when she sang *“Home
Sweet Home” at the Hippodrome, which
was crowded to the doors. The audience
went wild, and even the staid and
calloused orchestra, which long ago ceas-
ol to laugh at Marceline, dropped its
fnstruments to join in the applause.

A riot almost ensued when an attempt
was made to continue the program and
bring on the rest of the performers. The
streets outside the Hippodrome were
blocked with enthusiastic people, vainly
endeavoring to obtain standing room.

TO OPEN PARIS CLUBHOUSE

Amex Officers to Celebrate Feb. 22
With a Housewarming

A new clubhouse in Parls for officers of
the United States Army, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps i to be opened Friday even-
ing, Feb. 22, at 7 o’clock with a dinner,
a hourewnrming and certain other un-
nounced lively features more or less
propriate to a Washington's Birthday
celebration, Lt. W. J. Morrow, 10 Rue
8t. Anne, who has charge of the arrange-
ments, requests that all officers who wish
to attend send him ten francs—neces-
sary to cover the expense of the dinner
—and in the same enelosure give the
name of the State from which they hail.

sibly have been made, particularly it/

WORLD’S SERIES OPENED—BATTER UP!

The outfield is a-creepin’ in to catch the Kaiser’s pop, and here’s a southpaw twirler with a lot of vim and hop!

- He's tossed the horsehide far away to plug the hand

grenade:

What mattér if on muddy grounds this game of war

is played?

He'll last through extra ix‘mings and he’ll hit as well

as pitch;

His smoking Texas Leaguers'll make the Fritzies seek

the ditch!

He's just about to groove it toward a ducking Fritzy’s

bean,

His cross-fire is the puzzlingest that ever yet was seen,
His spitter is a deadly thing; his little inshoot carve
Will graze some Heinie's heaving ribs and make him

lose his nerve.

Up in the air he never goes; he always cuts the plate,
No matter if the bleachers rise and start “The Hymn

of Hate”;

And pacifistic coaching never once has got his goat—
Just watch him heave across the top the latest Yankee

note!

* nine,

the level;

The only boost the Kaiser gets is from his pal, the

Devil !

The series now is opened, and the band begins to play.
The batteries are warming up;

Hurray!”

worst,

three!

out—

The Boches claim the Umpire is a-sidin® with their

But we are not the boobs to fall for such a phony line;
We know the game is fair and square, decisions on

The catcher is a-wingin’ ’em to second, third and first,
And if a Heinje tries to steal, he's sure to get the

So watch the southpaw twirler in his uniform 0O.D.
Retire to the players’ bench the Boches—one, two,
He'll never walk a bloomin' one, nor let ‘em hit it

Jyst watch himm make 'em fan the air and put the
Hun to rout!

the crowd shouts, “Hip-

MORE TIME GIVEN
ON WAR RISK PLAN

Congress Makes April 12
Final Date for Taking
Out Protection

CHANCE TO RAISE POLICIES

Total of $888,000,000 Already
Underwritten in A.E.F.—Auto-
matic Insurance Ceases

One more chance—that is Uncle Sam’s
latest message to the men in the A.E.F.
who have not yet availed themselves of
the opportunity to take out what the
president of a great insurance company,
now an American Army officer, has de-
clared to be the best and cheapest in-
surance in the world.

President Wilson has just approved a
Joint resolution of Congress extending

the time for which applications for poli-
cles can be made until April 12. Sixty
days of grace are thus provided for men
who have not yet taken advantage of the
offer, which was to have expired Febru-
ary 12, The automatic insurance actu-
ally did expire on that date, so that men
previously covered By it are unprotected
until they sign applications for policies.

Not only will soldiers not heretofore
insured be given a chance to come under
the sheltering wing of the Treasury De-
partment, but those who consider their
policies too small may increase them to
the $10,000 limit, This representatives
of the War Risk Insurance Bureau are
urging them to do.

An Insurance Agent’'s Paradise

The new ruling extending the time will
undoubtedly have a greater effect In
camps in  America ‘than among the
A. E. F., because the campaign has been
pushed 80 vigorously on this side that no
American soldier in France is fgnorant
of the benefits to be derived from the
plan. Over $R00.000,000 worth of insur-
ance has been underwritten here in flve
weeks, which is a record to make an
agent back home want to run the risk of
every U-boat in the Kaiser’s alphabet in
order to get a chance to work such a pro-
ductive fleld.

Just how much of a paradise the
A.E.F. camps would provide for a back-
home i1surance agent working on his
customary commission basis may be gain-
ed from the following instance. A com-
pany clerk who hails from one of the
greatest eastern insurance centers com-
puted, just for the fun of doing it, the
profits that would fall to the agent who
wrote the policies for this one company
alone. He found that they would total
£15,000, which even in America is con-
sidered a pretty fair day's work.

In another company of 108 men—rail-
way engineers, by the way—1035 took
out as many policies for $10,000 worth
of Insuragce, and each of the remaining
three men took out a $5,000 policy. The
policies of this particular company total
$1,065,000, an average of $0,861 per man.

Push Campaign with New Vigor

Now that the 60 additional days have
been provided, the War Risk Insurance
Bureau will push the campaign with re-
newed vigor in order to impress upon
every American soldier the importance
of boosting his policy to the lmit,
$10,000. The average policy taken out in
France to date is about $9,000, showing
that by far the greater number of men
have insured themselves for the five-
figure amount. :

The terms of the policies and the
amount of the premiums remain as here-
tofore: that is, a monthly payment of
from $6.50 for 21 years of age to $8.10
for 40 years of age for the maximum
amount of insuranee will yleld the bene-
ficlary $57.50 & month for 20 years, and
a llke sum to the pollcy holder himself
in case of total disability. The phrase
“total disability” is interpreted by the
Government &s it is by the large insur-
ance companies, and includes complete
loss of sight, the loss of both hands, both
feet, or & hand and a foot. The benefl-
clary receives by these 20 year payments

Y

MAIL THIS AS A LETTER

“Like a Letter from Home.”

That is one of the mottoes of THE
STARS AND STRIPES. Anoth-
er is:

“Like a Letter to Home.”

Send THE STARS AND STRIPES
HOME. It’s next best to a per-
sonal letter and an ideal inclos-
ure for ome.

U.S. troops are entitled to send mail
free by virtue of a law passed by
Congress Oct. 3, 1917, which pro-
vides that letters only shall be
handled without postage. It is
necessary, therefore, to put THE
STARS AND STRIPES in an en-
velope—to make it a letter.

THE STARS AND STRIPES can be
folded to make a neat fit in a
Y.M.C.A. envelope. Fold it in
quarters, as a newspaper usuaily
i3 folded, then crease again down
and fold it in thirds.

Make it a ‘“Letter to Home.”

not a flat total of $10.000, but that sum
with interest during the whole period—
an actual total of $13,800.

Special attention is called by the
bureau to the fact that the automatic in-
surance is no longer in force. If an un-
insured soldier dies now that the time
covered by the automatic policy has pass-
ed, he—or rather his family—will be de-
cidedly out of luck. The Government’s
theory in allowing the extension is that,
while many men who were slow to recog-
nize the benefits of the plan should be
given a chance to increase their policies,
there i8S no reason for allowing another
period of grace for men who have been
getting something for nothing.

Convertibility Plan Retained

The extension of time does not alter
the convertibility plan previously an-
nounced. It will be possible for policy
holders to exchange war insurance for
any desired form of policy after the war.
While this aspect of the program has not
yet been fully developed, it can be said
on the authority of the bureau that any
alterations made will be wholly in favor
of the policy holder.

No further extensions of time will be
granted, 1t is definitely announced, so
that any men who have held off and
think that they can still save premium
money by holding off still longer will be
badly fooled.

FARMING BOOM ON
EVERYWHERE IN U. S.

Plan Under Way to Have
Returned Soldiers Till
Land in South

[By CaBrg ro THE STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—Brought prom-
inently to the fore by the world food
problem, much comprehensive work of
an educational nature is being done all
over the United States In agriculture.
Practically every State in the Union
has adopted, In ‘some form or another,
plans to ald its farmers in increasing
their output, and in many instances
counties and even cities and towns are
co-operating.

New Jersey has set aside the next
four weeks as a perlod in which trained
experts will teach farmers the latest
wrinkles in sclentific and practical farm-
Ing methods, and New York State has
bought a squadron of steam tractors
which, upon the first softening of the
ground, will be put to plowing.

In the meantime the tractors are not
idle. They are out over the State towing
portable sawmill outfits. These are cut-
ting wood, at a nominal fee, for all who
want it. They are an appreciable factor
in alleviating the present fuel situation.

Concrete steps are also being taken
toward caring for returned soldiers. An
assoclation has been formed to investi-
gate and report to the Government on a
plan to colonize 1,000,000 acres of cut-
over timber lands in the South. It {s
sald that this acreage is highly fertile
and ideally adopted for the production
of several varieties of foodstuffs.

TUSCANIA LOSS
IS STERLING TEST
OF NATION'S MIND

News of Transport’s Sink-
ing Taken Quietly and
Resolutely

WEATHER TURNS PRO-ALLY

Freight Trains Again in Motion and
Congestion at Seaports Is
Greatly Reduced

LABOR LOOKS TO GOVERNMENT

Mediation Commission Wins Favor
By Impartial Handling of
Vexing Problems

By J. W. MULLER

American Staff Cotrespondent of THE STARS
AND STRIPES

[By CariLe T0 THE STARS AND
STRIPES.)

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—The Tuscania
news was received by the nation with
great grief, but no perturbation or
meaningless excitement. It is the long-
expected first big loss, and it finds the
country ready to face bad news as well
as good. Tt was taken quietly and reso-
lutely, with no flaunting or passion,
but a steady. matter of course deter-
mination to redouble our efforts.

A gratifying quality in the national
sttitude is the utter absence of even 2
suggestion anywhere of seeking to de-
clare anybody to blame. It proves the
nation is facing the war in a big way
with temper too sound to be shaken
easily. It shows a decided growth in
the national mental stature.

The biggest material phase the past
week was the splendid weather every-
where in the land. Nature apparently

determined to make up for the recent
record bad weather and gave a magnifl-
cent week for moving freight. Indica-
tions are that the Government and in-
dividuals concerned in the war used the
opportunity to its full advantage.
When fuelless Mondays were declared.
the nation wondered if its various
agencies would show the capacity and
energy to get maximum results from
the national sacrifice. People now be-
lieve that the resul's are satisfactory
proof of the advisability of the move.
Congested freight has been reduced 25
per cent. in s8ix seaports. The reduction
in New York {8 more than 50 per cent.

Public Morale Increases

Apart from this splendid actual result,
this proof of national efliclency s a
big factor in increasing the public
morale. Tessimists of the last fortnight
now are optimistic and admit that the
American talent for straightening out
things is not such a non-existent thing
as they had claimed. During the last
week I have  met scarcely -a kicker.
Several men engaged in large affairs
have told me in the last few days that
they have felt a decided improvement
everywhere,

The public is just beginning to realize
that weather, almost unprecedented in
the modern history of American indus-
try, had created tremend)rus problems
perhaps never before equalled. The
swiftness with which =all the energies
of the country got into motion again the
moment conditions improved is beyond
all doubt greatly inspiring to the public.

The outlook now {s apparently excel-
lent, unless the unforeseen happens. I
believe the danger of a coal famine is
past and that the supply now will make
possible a contlnued and increasing
movement of transportation and ship
loading. .

A cause for apprehension during the
past week was the strike of ship car-
penters. The hindrance to shipbuilding
thus menaced was serious in itself. but

Continued on Page 2

VALOR CROSS

AND MEDAL FOR A E.F.

President Approves Awards to Be Made for
Bravery and Meritorious Conduct of Men
and Women in War Service

OAK LEAF AND STAR

FOR LATER CITATIONS

Gold Chevron for Every Six

Months in Zone of Advance

—Similar Decoration on Right Sleeve for
Each Wound

A Distinguished Service Cross, a Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, a bronze oak
lenf and a silver star for additional cita-
tions in War Department orders, war
serviee chevrons, and wound chevrons
have been authorized for the AEF. by
the President as Commander-In-Chief of
the Army. New regulations regarding
the award of the Medal of Honor “dur-
ing the present emergency.” have alse
heen approved by the President.

The Distinguished Service (ross is to
be a bronze cross of appropriate design.
and a ribbon to be worn in lieu there
of, to be awarded by the President, or
In the name of the President, by the
Commanding General of the Amertean
Expeditionary Forces, to any person
who, while serving in any ecapacity with
the Army. shall hereafter distinguish
himself or herself, or who, slnce April
6, 1917, has distinguished himself or her-
self, by extraordinary heroism in con-
nection with military operations agninst
an armed enemy of the United States
under eircumstances which do not justify
the award of the Medal of Honor.

The Distinguished Service Medal s to
be a bronze medal of appropriate de-
«ign, and a ribbon to be worn in lien
thereof, to be awarded by the President
to any person who, while serving in any
capacity with the Army, shall hereafter
distinguish himself or herself, or who,
«ince April 6, 1917, has distinguished
himself or herself, by exceptionally meri-
torious service to the Government in a
duty of great responstbility in time of
war or in connection with mllitary oper-
ations against an armed enemy of the
United States,

The war service chevron, of gold and
standard material and design, is to he
worhh on the lower half of the left sleeve
of all uniform coats except fatigue coats
by each officer and enlisted man who
has served «ix months in the Zone of the
Advance in the war, and an additional
chevron will he worn for each six
months of similar service thereafter.
Officers and enlisted men of the Avintion
Service on combat flying duty in Europe
will be credited for the war service chev-
ron with the time they may he on that
duty.

Chevron For Every Wound

A gold chevron. of pattern identieal
with that of the war service chevron, is
to be worn on the lower half of the right
sleeve of all uniform coats except fa-
tigue coats by each officer and enlisted
man who has received. or who may here-
after receive, a wound in action with
the enrmy which necessitates treatment
by a medical officer, and an additional
chevron will he worn for each
additional wound. Not more than
one chevron will be worn for two
or more wounds received at the
same time. Disablement by gas necoessi-
tating treatment hy a medical officer
shall be considered to he a wound.

The Distinguished Service Cross and
the Distinguished Service Medal may be
awarded posthumounsly to persons killed
in the performance of acts meriting
such award, or to persons whose death
from any cause may have occurred prior
to such award. The medal so awarded
will be issued to thie nearest relative of
the deceased person.

No individual will he entitled to more
than one Distingnished Service Cross or
one Distinguished Service Medal, bnt
each additional citation in War Depart-
ment orders for conduct or service that
would warrant the award of either of
these decorations will entitle the person
so cited to wear upon the ribband of the
decoration, and upon the corresponding
ribbon, a bronze oak leat of approved
design, and the right to wear such oak
leaf will be announced as a part of the
citation,

Other citations for gallantry in action
published in orders issued from the head-
quarters of a force commanded by a gen-
eral officer will be indicated in each ease
by a silver star three-sixteenths of an
inch in diameter. worn upon the ribband
of the Distingnished Service Cross and
upon the corresponding ribbon.

Recommendations for the award of the
Distinguished Service Medal will be for-
warded to the adjutant general of the
Army through regular channels.

Name Must Be on Certified Lists

When an officer or enlisted man is ad-
mitted to a hospital for treatment of a
wound, or when an officer or enlisted
man I8 treated for a wound without be-
ing admitted to a hospital, the com-
manding officer of the hospital, or, in
the latter case, the medical officer who
treats the wound, will furnish the com-
manding officer of the wounded person
with a certificate describimg briefly the
nature of the wound and certifying to
the necessity of the treatment. This in-
formation may be furnished to com-
manders of higher units in the form of
certified lists, and will be transmitted by
them to the commanding officers con-
cerned.

Commanding officers will forward to
the adjutant general of the Army,
through military channels, lists in dupli-
cate of those officers and enlisted men of
their commands who have been honor-
ably wounded in action, with a statenfent
in the case of each individual, showing
time and place wounds were received,
and organization In which they were
then serving. Whenever & report is made
of an action it will be accompanied by
this list, and by certified coples of the
medical officers’ statements of wounds.

Upon receipt of lists of wounded, the
Commanding General of the American
Expeditionary Forces in Europe is au-
thorized to grant the right to wear the
wound chevron to the persons concerned.

The right to wear the wound chevron
shall be confined to those who are aath-
orized to do so by letter from the adju-
tant general of the Army or from the
Commanding General of the American
BExpeditionary Forces in Europe.

Requests for authority to wear the
wound chevron on account of wounds

\

received prior to the present war will
be forwarded with all available evidence
to the adjutant general of the Army
for verifieation through the War Depart-
ment records and appropriate action,

How to Get the Biggest One

During the present emergency, when
cver a recommendation for the award of
the Medal of Honor reaches the Com-
manding General of the American Ex-
peditionary Forees, he is authorized to
cable hig recommendation for immedlate
action and to hold the papers until a
reply §s received. In the event that his
recommendation  is  approved, he will
hote the action taken in his indorsenent
when forwarding the papers in the case,
and will present the medal to the reeipi-
ent as the representative of the I'resi-
dent, or will delegnte a suitable officer
to net in that ecapaeity,

In ease where the person recommend-
ed for the award of the Medal of Honor
fs at the time of recommendation ap-
parently fatally wounded, or so {1l as to
endanger hix life, the Commanding Gen-
ceral of the Expeditionary Forees In Eu-
rope s aunthorized to act immediately
npon the recommendation as the repre-
sentative of the Prestdent, afterwards
reporting his action by eable.

Whenever a recommendation for the
award of the Medal of Honor is approv-
ed by cable, and whenever a report is
received announcing the award of the
Distingnished Service (ross by the Com-
manding General of the Ameriean Expe-
ditionary Forees in Europe, and when-
ever the Distinguished Service Medal is
awarded. such award, with a statement
of the circumstances in each case, will
be announced in general orders of the
War Department by the adjutant gen-
eral of the Army without unnecessary
delay.

The Medal of Honor may be awarded
posthumously under the rnles governing
posthumons award of the Distinguished
Service Cross and the Distinguished
Service Medal.

OLD GOTHAM CHURCHES UNITE

Presbyterian Consolidation Will
Represent $1,200,000 Endowment

[By CaBrLE to THE STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NEW YORK. Feb. 21.—Three famons
New York Preshyterian ehurches are to
he consolitlated. it wns announced here
today. Those affected are the old First
Presbhyterinn Chnrch, presided over by
the Rev. Howard Duflield: the Univer.
sity Place Church, of which the Rev.
George Alexander is pastor. and the
Madison Square Church, whose pulplt
has long been occupied by the famous
Rev. Dr. Charles . Parkhurst.

The consolidated pastorates prohahly
will use the old First Church at Fifth
Avrenue and Eleventh Street. and Insti
tutional bufldings probably will be erec-
ted north of the villnge of Greenwich.
One reanlt of the merger will be unified
control of the missions at present main-
tained by the three churches,

The endowments of the three churches
give the new church a  fund of
$1.200.000, which will be utflized. it is
announced, for the maintenance of a big
constructive_ church aud institutional
activity. The three pastors will be co-
pasterg of the new church.

STACK O’ WHEATS RUNS LOW

Griddle Cake is Frowned On by
Food Administration

[BY CaBLE To TIIE STARS AND
STRIPES.)

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—The Great
American Griddle Cake has been put on
a war basis. Hereafter it must contain
a  proportion of “wheatless wheat.”
This latest dictum of the Food Admin-
istration is Interpreted by optimists as
a move in the interest of digestion as
well as of democracy.

The killjoys. however, do not look at
It that way. With sugar banned for all
but millionaires, and butter nearly as
searce and high, and maple syrup slow
in filtering down from Vermont because
of the freight congestion. and all the
corn syrup untoaded on to an unoffend-
ing army abroad. and the old molasses
jug in the corner cupboard converted in-
to a war thrift savings bank for baby's
pennies, they see nothing in sight but
the doom of the national breakfast dish.

Thus another typical American institu-
tion is threatened with extinction.

PRINCE CHARLES ESCAPES

New York Chimpanzee Apparentiy
Not a Hohenzollern

[By Canik To THE STARS AND
STRIPES. ]

NEW YORK, Feb. 21.—The New York
police have a unique prisoner. They
have arrested a chimpanzee wandering
about in male garb in the Hotel Knlck-
erbocker. His name is Prince Charles,
but he is not believed to be a Hohepn-
zollern. Xis trainer says that the prince
escaped from his room. Both trainer
and chimp have been hooked on a charge
of disorderly conduct.

BREAKS OLD ICE RECORDS

[BY CaBLE 0o THFE. STARS AND
STRIPES.]

NEW YORK, Feb. 2L—Bobby Mc-
Lean, champion professional skater of
the world, lowered the half mile record
to 1:15 at Lake Placid, which is two-
fifths seconds lower than John Johnson’s
mark, which has been standing since
1898. He also skated 100 yards in 97-10
seconds, beating Johnson’s record by
two-fifths of a second. This mark was
made in 1893 by Johnson. The record,
however, 18 one-tenth of a second slower
than Morris Woods' amateur mark.




