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MEUSE-ARGONNE
SAW A.E.F. MAKE
MAXIMUM: EFFORT

C.-in-C. Describes Battle’s
Three Phases in Report
to Secretary Baker

Strength of Army in Europe, Ex-
cluding Losses, 2,053,347—
1,338,169 Combat Troops
The second instalment of General
Pershing’s report to Secretary Baker
concerning the activities of the A.E.IN
deals with the Meuse-Argonne operations
and the work of other units with the

Allics. The report follows:

On the day aftér we had taken the
Saint Mihiel salient, much of our corps
and army artillery which had operated
at Saint Mihiel, and our divisions in re-
serve at other points, were already on
the move toward the area back of the
line between the Meuse River and the

western edge of the forest of Argonne.
With the exception of Saint Mihiel, the
old German front line from Switzerland
to the east of Rheims was still intact.
Tn the general attack planned all along
the line, the operation assigned the
American Army as the hinge of this
Allied offensive, was directed toward the
tmportant railroad communieations of
the German armies through Méziéres
and Sedan. The enemy must hold fast
te this part of his lines or the with-
darawal of his forces with four years' ac-
cumulation of plents and material
would be dangerously imperiled.

The German Army had as yet shown
no demorilization and, while the mass
of its troops had suffered in morale, its
first class divisions and notably its ma-
chine gun defense were exhibiting re-
markable tactical efficiency as well as
courage. The German General Staff was
fully aware of the consequences of a
snecess on the Meuse-Argonne line. Cer-
tain that he would do everything in his
power to oppose us, the action was
planned with as much secrecy as pos-
sible and was undertaken with the de-
termination to use all our divisions in
forcing a decision. We expected to draw
the best German divisions to our front
and consume them while the enemy wus
held under grave apprehension lest our
attack should break his line, which it
was our {irm purpose to do.

Our right flank was protected by the
Meuse, while our left embraced the Ar-
gonne forest in which there were placed
elaborate defenses, screened by dense
thickets which had been generally consid-
ered impregnabie. Our order of battle
frora right to left was the Third Corps
from the Meuse to Malancourt, with the
33rd, 80th, and 41h Divisions in line, and
the 38rd Division as Corps reserve; the
Fifth Corps from Malancourt to Vau-
quois, with the 70th, 37th, and $1st Di-
visions in line, and the 32nd Division in
Corps reserve: and the First Corps from
Yauquois to Vienne-le-Chiliteau, with the
35th, 28th and 77th Divisions in line
and the 92nd in Corps reserve. The
Army rescerve consisted of the 1st, 29th
and 82nd Divisions. )

On the night of Scptember our
trooops quietly- took the place of the
French who thinly held the line in this
sector which had long been inaective. In
the aftack which began on the 26th, we
drove through the barbed wire entangle-
ments and the sea of shell eraters across
No Man’s Land mastering all the first
line defenses. - Continuing on the 27¢h
and 28th, against machine guns and ar-
tillery of an increasing number of enemy
reserve divisions, we penetrated to a
depth of from three to seven miles, and
took the village of Montfaucon and its
commanding hill, and Exermont, Ger-
court, Cuisy. Septsarges, Malancourt,
Ivoiry, Ipinonville, Charpentry, Very
and other villages. East of the Meuse.
one of our divisions which was with
the Second Colonial French Corps eap-
tured Marcheville and Rieville, giving
further protection to the flank of our
main body. We had taken 10,000 pris-
oners, we had gained our point of
forecing the battle into the open, and
were prepared for the enemy’s reaction
which was bound to come as he had good
roads and ample railroad facilities for
bringing up his artillery and reserves.

In the chill rain of dark nights our
engineers had to build new roads across
spongy, shell torn areas. repair broken
roads heyond No Man's Yand, and build
bridges. Our gununers, with no thought
of sleep, put their shoulders to wheels
and dragropes to bring their guns
through the mire in support of the in-
fantry now under the increasing fire of
the enemy’s artillery. Our attack had
taken the enemy by =surprise, but.
quickly recovering himself, he began
fierce counter attacks in stroug force
supported by heavy bombardments wiih
large quantities of gas. From Septem-
ber 28 wuntil October 4 -we maintained
the offensive against patches of woods
defended by snipers and continuous lines
of machine guns, and pushed forward
our guns and transport, seizing strategi-
cal points in preparation for further
attacks.

Other Units With Allies

Other divisions attached to the Allied
armies were doing their part. It was
the fortune of our Second Corps, com-
posed of the 27th and 30th Divisions
which had remained with the British, to
have a place of honor in ‘co-operation
with the Australian Corps on Septem-
ber 29 and October 1 in the assanlt
upon the Hindenburg line where the
Saint Quentin Canal passes through a
tunnel under a ridge. The 30th Divi-
sion speedily broke through the main
line of defense for all its objectives,
while the 27th pushed on impetuously
through the main line until some of its
elements reached Guoy. In the midst of
the maze of trenches and shell craters
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- and under cross fire from machine guns,

the other elements fought desperately
against odds. In this and in later
actions, from October 6 to October 19,
our Second Corps captured- over 6,000
prisoners and advanced over 13 miles,
The spirlt and aggressiveness of these
divisions have been

Continued on Page 8

highly praised

BREST WINS RACE;
'ROCHEFORT SECOND
IN STEVEDGRE TILT

Breton Port Reaches 800
Per Cent Geal in

La Pallice, Bordeaux, Le Havre,
Nantes and St. Nazaire Trail
Quartet of Leaders

In six weeks and three days, instead
of in the eight weeks laid Gown for the
Stevedores’ contest, Brest came through
a winner and reached “Berlin.”

That is, Brest made its score of 800
just 11 days before the allotted time.
It did it in spite of the fact that con-
siderable changes had to be made at the
port in view of its being turned into an
embarkation center and in spite of the
time necessarily lost on account of the

President’s arrival there. Starting at
the bottom of all the ports for the first
week in the contest, it ran through the
field and breasied the tape 13 points
ahead of Rochefort. its nearest rival

Iere is the way the ports lined up at
the finish:

Brest ........

Rochefort

Rouen .......

Marscilles B
La Pallice ...c.oevvnvinian, 38
BOrdeanxX ..oeceseereancess 666
Le Havre ..c.ocvciiannn... 661
Nantes c.oovciaveess srevanes 661)
St. Nazaire ......ccevnnesn 606

Leaves for Winning Companies '

The winning Sievedore companies in
the ports. the companies having the best
average in freight wunloading for the
period of the contest, are to be granted
leaves as soon as the details can be
arranged, in accordance with instrue-
tions from the Commanding Gencral,
K.0.8. They will be sent to Chambéry,
in the Savoy area, not far from Aix-les-
Bains, to enjoy seven days of respite,
pius the travel time taken in getting
down there and back.

Alse. those same winning companies
are. on the completion of their leaves,
to have priority of return to the States.
They will be returned in what the paper-
worlkk peoble call “periodic increments’"
as soon as they are replaced by labor
organizations employed elsewhere. which
have not bheen in France as long as they
have. While, naturally, the winning
company at Brest, the winning port,
will be taken care of first, as befits itw
standing, and will have a chance to go
with the outfit in the Rase to Berlin, the
others will follow in short order. That
is to be the policy of the Transportation
Service, as officially announced.

French Civilians Help

Brest's winning Stevedore outfit is
Company M, &4th A.C. Its members
ame over with Major John O'Neil
Brest Stevedore chief, as Company M,
301st Stevedores, in November, 1917,
Their work in the past has won them the
pralse of General Pershing and General
Atferbury, the transportation head,
when the generals have been inspecting
the port, and the officers who have been
boosting the contest most heartily —
Lieutenant Colonels Stern and Coney
and Major Barndollar—acelaim “Old
A the best of its kind in the AL.T.

Rochefort’s success in reaching second
place, it should be stated here, is due in
large measure to the zeal of the French
civilians employed on the American-run
docks and to the splendid backing given
the Race by the IFrench maror and
townspeople. Rouen, too, would not
have climbed up and nailed down third
place had it not been for the help of the
I'rench civilians working at the docks—
for the port has not a single American
Stevedore. Rouen furthermore enjoxed
the hearty co-operation of the British,
French and Belgian authorities, who did
all in their power to help the American
officers and non-coms in charge of the
unloading job there to put the port on
the map.

Some St. Nazaire Records

For the tail-enders, for St. Nazaire,
a word of great credit is due in closing.
The Stevedores at Camp-4 of that port
discharged more tonnage than at any
other A.ILF. port, and hold the day,
week and month records of the AT,
Though St. Nazaire never headed the
weekly lists of the ports, its spirit was
always high and the end saw no falling
down in its efficiency. The same might
be said with equal justice of the other
contenders in the race.

The totnl tonnadge discharged at St.
Nazaire during the eight weeks previous
{o November 3, when the race started,
exceeded that of any other port and still
stunds as an AE.F. record, despite the
competition. “Tt was absolutely impos-
sible,” says Licutenant Hart, St. Na-
zajre’s contest olticer, “for the port to
increase her percentage sufliciently above
her own record for her-to win the race.”

SMLORS GAN VISIT-
* A.LF. BATTLEFIELDS

Many Take Chateau-Thier-
ry Excursion When on
Leave in Paris

The gobs are taking Chiteau-Thierry.
Small detachments are pushing on
toward Montdidier, and some have even
advanced to Rheims.

Some days there are large detuch-
ments, some days no men are sent, for
it all depends upon the state of mind
of the gob—whether he wants to sece the
Dlaces where his. O.D. brothers fough!,
or would rather spend his leave in Paris.

The commanding officer of the Naval
Forces in Paris has arranged with the
commanding general of the District of
Paris to permit all naval personnel de-
siring to see the famous battlefields *:
visit them,. going from and returniss,
to Paris when they are in the capital

on leave,
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ADOPTIONS’ CLOSE
FAILS. O PREVENT
INFLUX OF FRANCS

Signal Corps Camp, 5000
Strong, Among Final
Parrains of A.E.F.

FUTURE PLAN TAKES SHAPE

Aim Is to Give Children Chance
They Would Have Had If
Father ifad Lived

The AE.F’s war orphans, 3441
strong, completed today their tirst week
as a composite, organized family, with
father and children doing nicely—so
far as the children are concerned, a
whole lot more nicely than might, by a

normally conservafive person. be ex-
pected.
The degree to which this niceness

might exceed expectations, may. be in-
dicated by the fact that. at the rather
early age of seven days, the ALRLP's
3,444th-lets already have something laid
up in the bank for theam apninst the
dxy that they will need it. Their nest
egys, it shall be said at the risk of
delving too quickly into franc talk and

of serambling senfimment and finance.
totals right now 123.047.49 franes—on

top of the 500 francs per child for the
first year.

The early arrival of all these franes,
and the fractional part thereof. at the
office of THE STARS AND STRIPES
wias more or Jess unexpected. At any
rafe it came in sooner and in larger
amount than anybody present expected.
And its arrival means that the Orphan
Department, in acknowledging it. has
ot to explain, sooner than expected.
something of the plan for the future of
the AKEF. war orphan family which
has already been outlined broadly but
which is not yet rvendy for presentation
in detail.

Just a Leather Pouch

The influx of the franes started when
Col. Carl F. Hartman arrived in town
with a leather pouch. The leather
pouch looked innocent, but when opened
and emptied, its contents looked like a
Master Signal Eleetriclan’s  montlly
pay. It totaled 78,000 francs.

Col. Hartman is the C.0. of the Sig-
nal Corps Replacemeut Depot  which,
geographically, includes 14 towns in the
vieinity of Cour:Cheverny, near Blois.
There were 5.000 ruen in the depot. so
that the 78000 francs represents a per
capita average of 15 franes.

After they had raised the amount
they got to thinking. They fisured that
the 78.000 francz would adopt 156 or-
phans for a year. Also they fizured
that, on the smme basis, it would adopt
15 orphans for ten years and 31 orphans
for five years. And they figured that.
in view of the end of the fighting and
the probability of the French govern-
ment’s being able to help its own or-
phans, long term adoptions might be
Ltter

This dovetalled with the plan now be-

Continued on Page 2

a0 CENTIME NOTES
FOR ARMY ON RHINE

New One and Two Franc
Bills Also to Replace
French Siiver

A new issue of I'rench paper money,
30 centime, one and two frane notes.
will be used in paying t(he Ameriean
Army of Occupation about; Coblence.
No French silver will be handed out by
American paymasters in Germany.

The Freneh government has  con-
tracted {o deliver innnediately many

franes' worih of the new 350 centime,
one and two france notes to the Ameri-
ean Army.  The paper currency aizo
will be used in paying the Freneh, Brit-
ish and Belgian armies in the occupied
FARGER

Although chambers of commerce in
maost of the important cities of France
have been issuing fractional paper cur-
rency during the war, the small paper
notes have not hitherto heen utilized as
a part of the national currency system.

A policy is now Dheing formulated to
govern the methods by which Amcerican
soldiers in Germany. as well as soldiers
of T'rance and Ingland,~ may exchange
their French money for marks accord-
ing to their needs. The ditliculty is the
faet that the value of the mark, In its
relation to the dollar, pound and franc.
has not yet heen determined by the
financial agents of the conntries now on-
saged in the peace nezotiations.

For Other Prisoners

To facilitate payment of Ameridan
officers who had been prisoners in Ger-
many, the Chief Paymaster's depart-
ment has set the exchange value of the
mark at 238, Officers are entiiled to
full pay for the period they were held
by the enemy, less any payments made

fo them by Germany under treaty
agreement. Enlisted men who  were
prisoners also will receive their back
pay. '

Payment of both will be undertaken
as soon as final instruetions are ro-
ceived from the War Department, hut
officers  are being paid at once for
November.  Fnlisted men may he paid
through the preparation of supplemen-
tnl service records where the orisinal
has been lost.

BONDS NOT COMING OVER

The Q.M.C. at Washington will not
mail Second Liberty Loan bonds Lo sol-
diers in France, according to rtules
stated on notifiecations being received by
members of the A.R.F. This ruling was
based on war-time ocean (ransporiation
hazards, and pos=sibly may be changed,
AJLE Finance Department officials <say.

Second Liberty Loan bonds subscribed
for by men in IFFrance on the allotment
payment plan were paid up on July 31,
and the War Department at Washing-
ton is now making deliveries in the
States by registered mail.

Deliveries are made to the person
whom the subscriber had named asx
payee, but in many cases where records
did not show tbhe name of person to
whom delivery was to be made question-
naires have been mailed to men in
France,

BILLETS DE LUXE
FOR THIRD ARMY:;
ASK HANK GOWDY

Doughboys Worry Along
Amid Hardwood Floors
and Heavy Rugs

GENERAL MISSES OPERA
But Coblence Folk Have Excelient
Excuse for Not Giving Com-
mand Performance

This is the story of the softships of
the Third American Army. IFor the
Yankee troops who were assigned to take
and hold the Coblenee bridgehead are
teading the life of Riley on the Rhine.

They are stretching out at night in
such billets as they never dreamed of
in the days before the armistice. The
officers and men are dwelling, all of
them. in such comfort as they had not
known since last their own front gates
swung to behind them. They ave living,
zome of them, in such clegance as they
had never known before in all their days,
nor will again. FErery incident and eir-
cumgtance of their daily existence is tre-
mendously  and  dramatically Qifferent
from what it would have Dbeen had the
wir gone on—and January with its rain
amd snow a-coming on.

The house that shelters the headquar-
ters of the 32nd Division at Rengsdorf
is the kind of modern paliace our sena-
tors build when the IFifth Avenue urge
ix on them. The 1Ist Division staff is
worrying along at Montabaur in such a
strueture as youn would expect to iind all
planned in a “Town and Country™ ar-
ticle under the title “How to Be Beauti-
ful Though an Office Building.” Now
that the grenade-throwing season is over.
the 166t Infantry has moved into a
elnss honse at Oherwinter.  Its regimoen-
tal headquarters is basking In the =ola-
rinm of a country ¢lub whose window-
wills Jook down on the magical Rhine
which flows by to the straing not of the
Lorelei, but of the regimental band at
practice.

Not Only Generals

It is probable that when General
Douglas MacArthur was dwelling in a
fragrant French barn in the Argonne
he little guesséd that afier his Christ-
mas dinner he would have his coffee
and cizar in the sumptuons billiard room
of his own castle on the Rhine. Ile is
unlikely ever to forget hix present head-
quarters. and yet he witl not remember
it quite so vividly (or so fondly) as he
will that chfiteau in &f, DRenoit where.
at the time of the St. Mihicl drive, he
scandalized the First American Army by
selting up the headquarters of his brig-
ade in the front lne—three Lkilometers
ahead of, not behind. his regimoentals—
Hu‘\rn to stay till he wae literally <helled
oul.

But nof merely generals are at oase.
Doughboys of lesser rank—such ax pri-
vates-—are billeted in hotels and cozy
houses.  Doughboys fresh (as the =ayving
ix) from a J00-kilowmeter hike across
Ilurope can be heard and seen skidding

9x4x3'S HERE IN
TIME FOR SECOND
" A.LF. CHRISTMAS

Children of France Re-
membered by Many
Yankee Santa Clauses

GERMAN GEESEDISAPPEAR

Third Army Not Only Part of Am-
erica in Europe to Have
Candle-Lit Trees

With French  children cuddled up-
against  betriending  Yanks all  over

France, and with virtually all of their
Ox4x3's actually in hand, the A.E.R.'s
second Chrixtmas in IFrance passed off

with great cclat. Though celebrated
8,000 miles from home, it wax in all

respects {ruly American, traly hearten-
ing, absolutely satisfying.

There were few men who did not re-
ceive their 9xdx3 bhoxes from home in
time for the great day. - A week prior
to Christinas fully 80 per cent of thoxe
boxes had been turned over by the Mili-
tary Poxtal and Express Service to the
regulating stations at the front, and
practically the whole of the remaining
20 per cent reached their destinations
within the week that followed.

Fifty-five carloads of the little paste-
board packages were sent up to the
front from DBrest alone, Twenty-seven

were sped out of St. Nazaire and 12
more from Dordeaux. One of the
Christmas package boats got in a bit

late, but ifts contents were unloaded in
record time. and if there is any mem-
her of the ATLIN. whose Iabel was cor-
rectly addressed and who did not leave
his station without furnishing a clear
forwarding address who did not get hbis
Christmas package at least by yesterday,
the M.D.E.S. wonld like to know jt.

St. Nazaire Typical

It is obvionsly impossible to chronlele
here all the Christmas activities of the
AT, but what happened down at St.
Nazaire iz typical of what happened in
thousands of towns stretehed all the
way from Gascony and the near-Spanish
border right up into Rhenish Prus-
sia.

At St Nazalre the Yanks had 10,000
of their young French friends as guests,
with real gifts pulled off real Christmas
trees by real Santa Clauses. Engineers
who have been over here sinee Augast,
1017, erected n mammoth {ree in their
camp grounds and invited in all the
children of the countryxide until their
happy faces filled the camp, and the
even!t became the talk of the town.
Fruits, eandy and clothes fairly rained
off that tree.

At Cambn 1 St 15.000

in Nazaire,

Yanks awaiting homebonnd boats were -

hosts to hundreds of children. They
even forewent their issue candy to deck
up the tree properly, and put on a
Punch and Judy show that made their
young friends squeal and chertle with
slee.  As the dcharkation process is to
boom in earnest from now on, that
Christmas at the debarkation camp fur-
nished those Yanks with practically
their last memories of France, and
precious memories they were indeed.

In the Leave Areas

In the various leave areas at the
AETF’s disposal, all the way from St.
Malo on the Brittany coast to the warm
c<hore of the" Riviera. some 25,000 Yanks
spent the day in celebration, song and
reminiscence.

Goeese were the main features of the
Christmas celebration of the Army of
Occupation, many a complacent fran ex-
changing her long-fatted fowl for the
soap which the Yanks produced in abun-
dance. Large. stolid. typically German
weese were the mainstays of many 4
moess sergeant along the Rhine and be-
hind and  beyond. since the turkey,
despite the late lamented allianee of
Germany with the Sultan. does not
fhrive on German soil.

very man in XFrance and Germany
should have received a Christmas pack-
agze from the Y.M.C.A. unless he went
out of his way to dodge It. Last Friday
Y packages for the whole Third Army—
including 80.000.0G0 cigarettes—were al-
ready at Metz, Trier and other railheads
ready for distribution. '

FLOUR BAG SCRAPINGS
USED TO STUFF DOLLS

Best of it Goes for Poultry
Feed, Rest to Toy
Shops

It's quite some distance, all (old, from
Coblence, say, to the place reserved for
a light-hafred, blue-eyved doll under a
Christmias tree somewhere in the Stafes.
Jut Unele Sam. through the medium of
the sulvage department at Fours. bridfes
that tremendous span with all the thor-
ounghness and wixdom borne of many
months of fighting—and saving—on all
his battle fronts.

Take that flonr sack there, the one
Iving at the mess sergeant’s feet. Its
confents have just been emptied on he-
half of the troops holding the Rhine
hridgehead, or any bridgehead anywhere.
There is a little flour left in the bottom
of the sack, and there is a lot of it
caked on the sides.

That =ack, with several million others,
goes to the salvage station and is there
ful into a big hopper which steadily
pounds out all the flour and cleans the
hae,

The flonr dust proper is carefully
gathered and sold for poullry feed. The
rest of it, mueh mixed with lint., is <old
to mike a kind of plaster used in doll-
making.

And who can tell, in this era of coin-
cidences, but that liftle Loulse on
Christmas morning did not receive her
doll counterpart from Daddy aeross the
seas made of flour from the very bag
out of which he had eaten hot cakes

‘ Continued on Page 2

PRESIDENT TAKES
HIS FIRST LEAVE
AS A.E.F. MEMBER

Goes to 'London for Con-
fercnce With British
Statesmen

CHRISTMAS WITH HIS ARMY

Week in France Occupied by In-
formal Conversations With
Allied Leaders

Today sces President Wilson in T.on-
don. After spending Christmas with the
AL in the aren about Chaumont and
Langres, he left France yesrerday, ar-
riving at Calais in the morning and
reaching the British capital in the after-
noon.  He will return to France euarly
next week.

Mr. Wilson left Paris for Chaumont
at midnight Tuesday, arriving at the
ALLF’s General Headguarters town the
following morning. There he was met
by General Pershing and conducted to
the otel de Ville of Chaumont, where
a brief ceremony which included speech-
es by the mayor and the prefect of the
department of IHaute-Marne was gone
through with. 7This concluded, he mo-
tored with General Pershing and the
French regional commander to the re-
viewing ground near Langres.

The big feature of his Christmas
morning was the review of about 10,000
Fanks in the vicinity of Langres.

The President next motored to the
headquarters of the 26th Division at
Montigny-le-IRoi, had Christmas dinner
in an empty base hospital fixed up as a
mess shack, visited more Yanks in bil-
lets, and generally chummed around with
the Army. Tmaugine the doughboys’ sur-
prise on hearing that their Chief actually
used the well-known issue mess kit.

The troops that passed before him in-
cluded one battalion of the G6th Division,
one from the 26th, one each from the
29th, the 77th, the &0th and the 82nd;
artillery from the T7th Division, and
two troops from the Gth Cavalry, plus
auxiliary forces, such as ammunition
and supply trains. Following the review,
the President delivered an address to
some troops in the neighborbhood of the
village of ITumes.

About 3:30 in the afternoon he ar-
rived back at Chaumont, where he at-
tended a  brief reception at General
I'ershing's chiteau, meeting a number
of high French and American otlicers.
Nix o'clock that evening saw him again
on his special train bound for Calals.

With the President on his visit to the’
so-called “old training area” were Mrs.
Wilson, RRear Admiral Cary T. Grayson,
Aiss Benham, Mrs. Wilson's secretary,
;and Messrs. Close and Swem, the Presi-
jdent’s confidential secretaries. Ambas-
legdor and  Mume. Jusserand, General
:Harts and a number of aides completed
| the party. : '

Getting Ready for Peace

The President’'s work during the week
just past has been largely occupied with
the informal conversations with Allled
statesmen which constitute the neces-
sary preliminaries te the formal discus-
sions relative to the approaching peace
conference.  Already he has done a

number of prominent men whose views
on the great problems to be discussed
at the conference he wished to get at
first hand. Besldes King Vietor Em-
manuel of Italy, M. Clemenceau, ¥French
Premicer, and M. Pichon, French for-
eign minister, he has conferred with
Lord Derby, British Ambassador to
I'rance, with Count Romanones, Span-
ish Premier, with Signor Orlando and
Baron Sonnino, Italian Premier and
foreign minister respectively, and nu-
merous others. In England he Ik to
confer with David Lloyd George, Prime
Minister, with Arthur J. Balfour, head
of the British Foreign Office—who vis-
ited the United States a year and a haif
ago ax head of the British mission—and
with Andrew Bonar Law, Chancellor of
the Fxchequer.

[.ast night the President dined with
King George of England at DBucking-
ham Palace, Loodon, where he is the
guest of the King and Queen. It 1y,

by the way, the first time that that
adifice has eover housed an American
oresident as guest.  Tonighr the pro-

eram provides for a dinner to the Presi-
dent, tendered by the Lord Mayor of
london in the historic Guildhall, and
tomorrow the President will visil Man-
chester. the heart ‘of Industrinl Fng-
land.

To Visit Mother’s Home

Sunday the President will make a
family pilgrifiage, in strlet privacy, to
Carlisle. on the Scottish border, where
his maternal grandfather preached in
the little Wesleyan chapel more than
100 years ago. He will visit there the
house where his mother was born. and
genernlly renew his ties with the old
city. That completed, he will return to
l.ondon to hold further informal con-
ferences and then entrain for a channel
port to return to France.

From the point of view of the AE.F,,
perhaps the most interesting of his acts
during the week just past was the visit
which the President made on Sunday
morning to the American Hospital at
Neullly, just outside Parls. There he
saw, shook hands with and talked with
every one of the 1,200 Yanks who are
now being nursed back to health there,
Ile went out intending to stay an hour.
e =tayed four.

In the afternoon. the President visited
the Treneh hospital at Val de Grace,
near Paris, where a number of Ameri-
can wounded are being taken care of.
“l just want to go In and visit the boys .
and have a chat with them.” was the
way the DPresident introduced himself
at Neuilly. Through the wards he
strolled, stopping at every cot, often to
sit down on it and talk familiarly with
the cot’s inmate.

“We lhope to have you bick soon with
us" he told a number of men, with a
smile and a pat on the back. “I wish
yvou the best of luck and a2 speedy re-
covery.”

Private Thomas Wilson was one of the
men whom the President met in his

some months before?

trips from ward to ward. And to Pri

areat deal of work, and seen a large .

K



