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in acquiriHg the empire of the fea, are noth-
( ing more than a vain and exoenSive difpl.iy
of power, it becomes* therefore* neceflary
that free arccfs to rivers and harbours,
with freedom of trade, both afloat and

, aihore, fhould be grantedto the paramount
? nation, in order that its commerce may bt
rendered produdive, and that the protec-
tion enl'ured by its naval power, may be
repaired by the benefits derived from its

, trade. 'I lie commerce of England, there-
fore, and its power, if ve contider the ori-

. gin of the one, and the duration of the
other, ate always and immediately fubor-
ditiate to the will of the continental nations,
who are impoverished by this power and
commerce, and to that of other ftates con-
nected by their pofTeflions with the fea,
who have been enilaved by their content
to this fyftein#

u Under this prefent point of view, com-
merce, which exercifes fo great an influ-
ence over all governments, appears to be
fubjeded, in its turn, t.o the empire of

# their laws; means may be discovered to
' encourage or reprefs the induftry of cer-
j tain countries, to raife or deprefsthe value

t of commodities, to enlarge or curtail the
channels of communication, either for the
transfer of merchandize, or for operations

'of exchange; each Separate ftate may,
moreover, throw an efledualobftacle in the

' way of thofe who enjoy the trade of the
whole, by (hutting out the latter from
dealingwith it in any of the objects which
form the fpecific trade of the former.
This obftacle cannot be furmouuted, and.
therefore, in this reSpedt, general trade is
fubfervient to the local authority of eachJ flate.

" 1 am perfectly aware that thi advan-
tage, poflefled by cach ftate, within its lo-
cal authority, can only be made effectual
by means of reftridions, and that reftric-
tions arc ip confident with general princi-,
pies. lam not ignorant that the latter
profcribe all commercial reftraints, privi-
leges and prohibitions. Nobody has a
greater averfion than myfelf to thefe fatal
chains, impofed by the avaricious genius

[of finance on'the channels of general in-
" dnftry ; and 1 will, once for all, detail my
' fentiments on this Subjedt, and difmifs it
' for ever.
3 " Prohibitory laws are taxes which fo-
? reigners are only required to pay in advance,
and which niuft be repaid at a very high
incereft, by the country which impofes
them.

" Prohibitory laws have a very temporary
effed on general commerce, but the evil

. of their recoil is permanently felt by in-
' ternal trade and local confuinption.

44 Prohibitory laws are tiie means of ren-
£ -

I dering the moft numerous clafs which con-

I fumes, dependent on the lefs numerous
clafs, which produces ; and in this point

'' of view they may be reckoned in the odious
lift of privileges.

*' Prohibitory laws facrifice the public
rights oi all, to the intereft of a few indi-
viduals; and the interefts of the latter to

j thofe of the revenue; by this inverfe fcale
they totally pervert thofe principles of po-
litical economy by which the prosperity of
the ievenue is made to depend on the pros-
perity of property ; and the intereft of the
latter is clofely connected with that of the

>! induftrionsclaifes who Confume.
u Prohibitory laws render public power

univertallyodious, and this fentiment ex
0 tends from the power itfelf to thofe who!

polfefs it« flence arife occations of ani-
niofity between individualsand the agents

uof the ftate; diitiudions and jealouties in
Society : from the fame'fource proceed the

'' lhame attached to poverty, and the indo-
lence atten iant on riches.

'' Prohibitory laws to power an ex-
aggerated idea of its ftrangth, and a high
opinion of its ability ; hence the fpirit of
enterprife and arrogance, which, when
every thing contributes to favor its views,
leads to au unjuft and odious tyranny, and
whenever any obftacle prevents their exe-
cution, never fails to create poverty in

j the midA of wealth and weaknefs under the
pafrade ofomnipotence.

" Such is my creed with refpedt to pro-
. hibitory laws; I thought it my duty to

ftate it at Some length, becaufe feeling my-

ON NEUTRAL RIGHTS.
Extractedfrom l< De E'Etat de la France

alafin de I'an VIII.1 '

f Concluded.)
" The whole fyftein is comprehended in

two regulations, which ought to compole
the maritime code oi the nineteenth centu-
ry.?They are as follow :

" lit. The abolition of all cruizing
trading velfels. In time ot war the right
of fovereignty, as exerciied and acknow-
ledgedalhore, (hall be extended, with a;
its attributes, to the flags of iuch States
as take no part in the cxilling holtili-
ties.

" 2dly. The navigation of every coun-
try, in time oi peace, ihall be Secure from
any kind of prohibition, with the {ingle ex-
ception of the coalting trade between dif-
ferent ports of the fame nation, and of the
interCOlirfe between diftantColonies and the
mother country.

" I am aware of the obftacles which may
be oppofed to tliefe judicious regulations ;

but Ido not prefent them as an objedt to
be difcufled and fettled between England
and Certain Neutral Powers : they ought
to be the object of difcuilion and treaty be-
tween France and the Belligerent Powers,
England excepted ; and between France
and all Neutral Nations ; and after that,
ihall one folitarjr Government pretend to
l'ay, that thefe laws arc contrary to its in-
terefts ; and ihall a Single publicift dare to
afla t, that they are impolitic or unjuft ?

" But titis is not the main difficulty, fo
much as that of inducing all governments
to give their fandion to laws, in default j.
of which r hey mud be for ever fubjed to
the tyranny of a Single ftate, a tyranny r
which has already produced among their. "
(whether ariiing from the dread olitspow-
er, or from that lyftem of corruption which
has crept into every court, and which has L
every where gainedpowerful advocates for 1
the fupport of naval tyranny,) a degrada- j
tion of fentiment but little compatible with '
the efforts required in the execution of a -
combined and general Syftem of refiftance.
Upon this point France can only excite the
energy of oppreffed ftates by her example,
{lie . an only aflift them by pointing out the
line they ought to follow, and by being
the firft to purfue it.

" France has already modified the fyi-
tern of cruizing againft trading veflels ; (he

will never ceafe to exprefs her wilbesfor
its entire abolition ; fiie will moft willingly
unite all her forces to thofe of other ftates (
wiio are ready to infift (and to fupport (
their demands with arms in their hands,)
that this moment of ignorance and barba-
rity fhall be expunged irom the maritime /
Syftein of this enlightened age. She will
make an exception from the application of
the laws ofcruizing againft trading veiTds,
to which flie is (till obliged to afient, in ia-
vor of every government which, after hav-
ing declared that its flag (hall be reSpedted,
and its navigation proteded from infult,

' from capture, and the outrage of Search at
fea, (hall take up arms for the purpofe oi
procuring a proper refped to this declara- j
tion. She will moreover declare, that the
moment England (hull be difpafed or re-
figned to Content to the abolition ot the
Svftein of cruizing againft trading veflels,
all the laws of France (hall atford their
fandion to this abolition, and all the for
ces of the Republic ihall be employed to
enforce it.

" This is all that can be expeded from
France in purfu&nce of the firft of the two
regulations Which I have announced. The
Second can onlybe, as I have already faid,
the joint refult of an agreement between ,
all the maritime powers, but in which they
may receive the aflittance from the conti-
nental ftates, who are not lefs interested in
the general freedom of naval commerce.

" Whatever may be the naval fuperiori- (
tyof England, and {hould it even atife to |
fuch a height that (he alone were to mono-
polize the navigation of the ocean, the in-
ters ft which conneds her power, and her
commerce, would always find itfelf placed
between the two final objedi of all com- '
mercial Speculation ; the neceffity of buy-
ing and felling'. For with a view to theie

' two objeds, the forccs which have aliifted

y u I fhall not dwell longer on this idea;
ii there are truths which it is not always pru-

dent to unfold to the wh le extent of their
y principles and confequences, lealt the alarm
i- be given to paJlions intereited to prevent
- their adoption. Thefe pallions do not lif-
£ ten to the voice of calm dilcuilion; they
,t excite violent movements, tliey agitate,

they overturn, tliey interpofe obllacles of
- fedu&ion and intrigue between the nations
D who wi(h to connect themfelves for a com-
f mon object, and who are difpofed to keep
ii up a good underftanding with each other.
- It the principles which I have developed
r fhould not be productive of any good, it

J 's not becaufe they will not be felt, it is be-
- caufe the irrefolute fpirit of the men to
whom they are addreil'ed, fluctuates be-

/ tween prejudice and a i'enfe of interell j
i men whole character is enervated by fear,
- and the habit of giving way to circum-
i fiances, who are furrounded by ignorance
f and corruption. Men who above all find

- theififelves belet with dangers, without
; the power of comparing their magnitude,
- or approach with other dangers of aditfcr-
: cut delcription, who live fj'om day to day,

\u25a0 and dragging out a miferable exiltence,
, feek to forget, in the pleal'ures and mono>r tony of an inadtive life, the misfortunes
ot dependance. the vices of poverty, ands the dangers of weaknefs.

'v My lole object in this chapter has been
to point out the principles of neutrality

i adopted by France, and to complete, by
: an explanation of her fyftem of conduct

- towards neutral powers, the furvey of her
p litical fituation with regard to all civil-

i i/A'd nations. 1 had already proved that
. France has {hewn herfelf faithful and li-
- beral to her allies, and that generofity and

) juftice towards her enemies, were conge-
, nial to her principles, to her fentiments,

- and to her interefts, it remained for me to
- prove that her views in relation to the in-
- dependence and profperity of other ftatss,
? were equally generous and magnanimous,
i and this I think I have proved beyond all
doubts."

TO BE RESTED,
THE (lore lately in the tenure of Doflor Gal

laffpy and Co. Its fituation .to bufincfj is
preferable to any other in the City, being on

> the Pennfylvania Avenue, between the Prefi-s dent's Houfe and the Capitol, and within a few
, yards of the fpot on which is to be immediately

] ere<stcd the market houfe
i JOSIAS W. KING.
s At the Capitol.
I Maya 9, 1801. cptf

. Take Notice?The gentlemen
j compofing the company of militia formerly com-
manded by captain Lewis Williamfon, are re-
queued to return the arms and accoutrement*
that have been delivered them, belonging to the

- ftate of Maryland, to the fubferiber'at the Na-
vy Yard.
j By order of the brigadier genera!,

, SAMUEL N. SMALL WOOD.
firll Lieutenant

May 29, ißoi. epfm.

j FOR SALE,
I'/ie completeframes for two buildings,

( \NE44 feet by 34 feet, two (lories, the
* thcr 28 bj 16, both of bdft white oak antl

prepared in the bell manner, being intended fort the ufe of the owqer. Poplar feather-edged
t plank, fufficient to complete, may be had withthem. Enquiie of the printer.
I April io.

; Port Wine, firft quality, juft
. received and for fale at the (tore of the fnbfcribers near the Prelident's Square, next Mr. Rhodes'#

Tavern.
1 ROBERr ELLIS,

Wafhington City.
} Alfo a general affortment of Liquors, Teas,
. Groceries, Spanilh and Eaft India Segars, and a
. trunk of Ladies' Kid morocco and leather Shoes.1 & c, dtf

LONDON & PHILADELPHIA
1 Bottle d Porter of an excellent
quality, for fafe by the Subfcriber, at the cellars under the houfe occupied by Mrs. liweiNiir,

f md near to Ma. Rkodks's City Tavern.
f, HENRY LEWIS.

1 May 10. rf.

- I'elf called upon to ad nit their temporary
adoption, I did not with to be accuied oi

; having overlooked the objections to them.
" I advife the meafure of prohibitory

i laws, becaufe it is the only means ofpro-
t curing a general affent to the two regula-
tions already mentioned; and thefe being

- once adopted,prohibitory reitridlionsmight
: be aboliilied for ever.

" I adviiV this meafure, becaufe the fyf-
- tem of prohibitory laws in England is fo
- intimately connected with the influence ot

:? her power over her commerce, and with
- that of her trade, over commerce in gene-

, ral, that it affords to the (ileal genius oi her
i government the fatal means of throwing
. upon other nations, all inconvenien-
, ces of thefe laws ; fo that the prohibitory

t laws of England fall as heavy upon every
other nation, as if they had actually been
impofed by themfelves. To advil'e the in-
troduction of new reftraints, and to extenci
them to every country, is lefs a pjan ot
imitation than a fyitem of attack and de-

> fence againft thofe already in exiftence ;
\u25a0 this is notpropofed for the purpofe oigiv- -

\u25a0 ing them a Sanction, but to oppoie the one >
to the other, ir. order that they may be
deftroyed, and that general induftry may,s in a Ihort time, be delivered from their

, tyranny.
" I advife thefe meafures, becraife it is

\u25a0 neceffary, in extreme danger, to have re-
coi'rfe to extreme remedies, and becaufe
in difeafes which do hot yield to common ;

. means, courage recommends to us the utc
ot poifon, and an able p«ac\itiouer iome-
times employs the.n with luccels.

" But in advifing prohibit j y laws, I am
far from inviting maritime nations to elta-
hlifh them raflily, to render them univei-
tal without qualification, or to give then)
that character of liability and uniformity, -
due only, to fuch regulations as are fane- \u25a0
tioned by found principles. I his mea- ]
fure is in oppoiition to true political wit- <
dom, as much as the ftate of war is to the
true principles of fociety, and as much ;
judgment will be wanted to give it com- >

plete effed, and as much energy to nia.n-

tain it, whilft neceiTary, as an able general
exerts to prepare and enfure the execution
of the plans which his genius has conceiv-
ed.

" The firftprohibitory law to be adopted
i by every maritime ftate, is what is called,
iin England, an Ad of Navigation. It is
> Itrange that, for more than a century,

England (hould have been thf only nation 1
' to promulgate an ad of this nature, which

1 may very well be defined, an imperious
order, addrefied to every government, and
to all nations ; and it is ilill more Itrange

? that not a fingle nation, except tbe United
- States of America, (hould have oppofed tos this declaration of perpetual war, a mea-
t lure of reprifals.
> " A broad Ad of Navigation may be
drawn up in fuch a manner as to compre-

? bend the whole prohibitory laws oi the local
? commerce of every maritime power, with

) all *he diftiudtions which the pecular cir-
\u25a0 c.unifiances and relations of each may re-

\u25a0 quire.
t' "It does not appear ufeful or politic
-that this adt, like that of England, (hould

: a firft include all nat ons in its prohibitions.
: The chief objed of this meafure being to
procure its final abolition, and that of all
other laws of the fame nature, it mult
not be the ad of any particular ftate, but

> die federative ad of all ; it is proper alfo,
that the navigationof powers, thus allied

5 in a common caufe, (hould be mutually ac-
i knowledgcd, favored, and equally pro-

: tedecl in their refpedive ports. The only
\u25a0 exception from this law of reciprocity, is

the navigation between colonies and their
\u25a0 mother country, which mult remain pnvi-

i leged till better times ; but with refped to
the coalting trade, and all imports and ex-

i ports to and from other places, no differ-
i cnoe ought to cxift between the national
> and foreign trade of the powers engaged

\u25a0 in this caufe.
1 " Thefe ideas of equal participation on

' the one hand, joined to thofeof ftrid\ pro-
hibition on the other, will lead by degrees

? to a general fyitem of participation, and by
> a neceiTary confequence, to an abolition ot
- all prohibitory regulations,

i ,


