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ON NEUTRAL RIGHTS.

Extracted from * De L’Etat de la France
alafinde lan VIIE’

( Coneluded.) :

% The whole fyftem is comprehended in
two regulations, which ought to compole
tlie maritimie code of the nincteenth centu-
ry.—They areas follow : :

¢« 1it. “The abolition of all cruizing
trading vellelss  Intbme of war the right
of fovereignty, as exercifed and acknow-
ledged afhiore, fhall be extended, with all
its atributes, to the flags of fuch States
as ‘take po part in the exifting hoftili
ties.

« 2dly. The navigation of every coun:
try, in tune of peace, fhall be fecure from
-any kind of prohibition, with the fingle ex-
ception of the coalting trade between dif-
ferent ports of the fame nation, and of the
intercourfe between diftant celonics and the
mother country.

¢« I am aware of the obftacles which may
be oppofed to  thefe judicious regulations 3
but L donot prefent them as an object to
be difcuffed and fettled between England
aud certain’ Nentral Powers: they ought
to be the object of difcuflion and treaty be-
tween France and the Belligerent Powers,
England excepted ; and between France
and all Neatral Nations ; and after that,
thalt one folitary Goverament pretend to
fay, that thefe laws are contrary to its in-
terells ; and {hall a fingle publicift dare to
affert, that they are impolitic or unjuift ?

‘ But this is not the wain difficuity, {o
much as that of inducing all governments
to give their {antion to laws, in default
of which rhey muft be for ever fubjeét to
the tyranny of a fingle Rtate, a tyranny
which has already produced among them
(whether arifing from the dread ofits pow-
er, or from that fyftem of corruption which
has crept into every court, and which has

every where gained powerful advocates for P

the fupport of naval tyranuy,) a degrada-
tion of fentiment but little compatible with
the efforts required in the exccution of a
combined and general fyftem of refiftance.
Upon this point France can only excite the
energy of oppreffed fates by her example,
fhe can only affilt them by pointing out the
line they ought to follow, and by being
the firft to purlue its

« France has already modified the fyf-
tem of cruizing againft trading veflels ; fhe
will never ceafe to exprefs her withes for
its entire abolition ; fhe will molt willingly
unite all her forces to thofe of other ftates
who are ready to infift (and to fupport
their demands with arms in their hands,)
that this moment of ignorance and barba-
rity (hall be expunged. from the maritime
fyftem of this enlightened age.. She will
'‘make an exception from the application of]
the laws of cruizing againt trading veflels,
to which fhe is ftill obliged to aflent, in fa-
vor of every government which, after hav-
ing declared that its flag fhall be refpected,
and its navigation protéfted from infult,

*from capture, and the outrage of fearch at
fea, fhall take up arms for the purpofe of|
procuring a proper reipeét to this declara-
tion.  She will moreover &eclare, that the
moment England fhall be difpofed or re-
figned to confent to the abolition of the
fyftem of cruizing again®t trading veflels,
all the laws of France fhall afford their
fan&tion to this abolition, and all the for-
ces of the Republic fhall be employed to
enforee it. s

“ This is all that can be expected from
France in purfuance of the firlt of the two
regulations which I have announced. The
fecond can only be, as I have already faid,
the joint refult of an agreement between
all the maritime powers, butin which they
may receive the affiltance from' the conti-|
nental {tates, who are not lefs interefted in
the general freedom of naval commerce.

“ Whatever may be the naval fuperiori-
ty of England, and fhould it even atife to
fuch a height that (he alone were to. mono-
polize the navigation of the ocean, the in-
terelt which conneéts her power, and her
commerce, wouldalways find itfelf placed
between the two final objeéts of all com-
mercial fpecalation ; the neceffity of buy-
ing and felling. For with a view to thefe

Heges and prohibitions.

in acquirig the empire of the {ea, are noth-
ing more than a vain and expenfive difplay
of power, it becomes, thereforey necelfary
that free accefs to rivers and harbours,
with freedom of trade, both afloat and
aihore, fhould be granged to the paramount
nation, ift order that its commerce may be
rendered produdtive, and that the protec-
tion enfured by its naval power, may be
repaired by the benefits derived from its
trades The commerce of England, there-
fore, and its power, if ve confider the ori-
oin of the one, and the duration of the
other, are always and immediately fubor-
dinate to the will of the continental nations,
who are impoverifhed by this power and
commierce, and to that of other ftates con-
nected by their poffeflions with the fea,
who have been enflaved by their confent
to this {yftems

“ Under this prefent point of view, com-
merce, which exercifes fo great an influ-
enve over all governments, appears to be
fubjected, in its turn, to the empire of]
their laws; means may be difcovered to
encourage or reprefs the induflry of cei-
tain countries, to raife ot deprefs the vaiue
of commodities, to enlarge or curtail the
channels of communication, erther for the
transter of merchandize, or for operations
of exchange; each feparate ftate may,
moreover, throw an effeétual obftacle in the
way of thole who enjoy the trade of the
wholey by fhutting out the latter “from
dealing wich itin any of the objecs which
form the fpecific trade” of the former.
This obftacle cannot be furmouuted, and,
cherefore, in this refpedty general trade is
fubfervient to the local authority of each
ate. y
“ 1 am perfectly aware that this advan-
tage, poflefled by each ftate, withiu its lo-
cal authority, can only be made effeétual
by means of reftriétions,. and that reftric-
tions arc ipconfiftent with gencral princi-
les. I am not ignorant that the latter
proferibe all cominercial reftraints, privi-
Nobody fias a
greater averfion than mylelf to thefe fatal
chains, impofed by the avaricious genius
of finance on'the channels of general in-
duftry 5 and I will, ouce for all, detail my
fentiments on this fubje&, and difmifs it
for ever. -
“ Prohibitory laws are taxes which fo-
reigners are only required to pay in advance,
and which mult be repiid at a very high
interefly by the country which impoles
them.
“ Prohibitory laws have a very temporary
effelt on gencral commerce, but the evil
of their recoil is permanently felt by in
ternal trade.and local conlumption.:

¢ Probibitory laws are the meaus of ren-
dering the woft numerous clafs which con-
{umes, dependent om the lels numerous
clafs, which' produces; and in this point
of view they may be reckoned in the odious
lift of privileges. RTH

“ Prolubitory laws facrifice the public
righis of all, tothe intereft of a few indi-
viduals ; and the interefts of the latter to
thole of the revenue; by thisinyerfe fcale
they totally pervert thofe principles of po-
litical economy by which the prolperity of
the 1evenue is made to depend on the prof-
perity of property ;. and the intereft ot the
latter is clofely connedted with that of the
induftrions claffes who confumes

“ Prohibitory laws rendér public power
univerfally odious, aud this {entiment ex-
tends from the power itfelf to thofe who
pollefs it. . Hence arile occafions of ani-
molity between individuals and the agents
of the ftate; diftinctions and jealoufies'in
fociety : from the fame fource proceed the
fhame attached to poverty, and the info-
lence attendant on riches.

¢ Prohibitory laws give to power an ex-
aggerated idea of its {trength, and a high
opinion of its ability ; hence the fpirit of
enterprife and arrogance, which, when
every thing contributes to favor its views,
leads to an unjult and odious tyranny, and
(whenever any obftacle prevents their exe-
cutioti, never fails to create poverty in
the midft of wealth and weaknefs under the
parade of omnipotence.

“ Such is my creed with refpet to pro-
hibitory laws; I thought it my duty to
ftate it at fone length, becanfe feeling miy-

' two objects, the forces which have affilted

{elf called upon to admit their temporary
adoption, I did not with to be accufed of]
having overlooked the objections to thei.

“ I advife the mealure of prohibitory
laws, becaufe it is the only means of pro-
curing a general affent to.the two reguli-
tions already wentioned ; and thefe being
once adepted, prohibitory reftrictions might
be aboliflied for ever.

“ I advife this meafure, becayfe the fyf-

tem of prohibitory laws in Eugland is {o
intimately connected with the influence of]
her power over her commerce, and with
that of her trade, over cominerce in gene-
ral, that it affords to the fifcal genius of ber
government the fatal means of throwing
upon other nationsy all the inconvenien-
ces of thefe laws; fo that the prohibitory
laws of England fall as heavy upon every
other nation, as if they bad actually been
impofed by themfelyese To advile the in-
troduction of new reftraints, and to extend
them to every country, is lefs a plan of
imitation than a {yltem of attack and de-
fence againft thofe already in exiftence
this is not propofed for the purpofe ot giv-
ing them a lan&ion, but to oppolc the one
to the other, ir. order that they may be
deftroyed, and that general induftry may,
in a thort time, be delivered from their
tyrannys
« T advife thefe meafures, becaule it is
ncCL'fTary, in extreme dungcl‘, tn have re-
covrle to extreme remedies, and becaufe
in difeafes which do not yield to, conmon
means, courage recommends to us the ufe
ot poifon, and an able praciitioner fome-
times employs the.n with fuccels.
“ Butin advifing prohibitory laws, I am
far from inviting maritime nations, to efta-
blith them rafhly, to render them univer-
tal without qualiﬁcation, or to give them
that character of ftability and uniformity,
due only.to fuch regulations as are func-
tioned by found ‘principles. . Lhis mea-
fure is in oppofition to true political wil-
dom, as much as the ftate of war is to the
true principles of fociety, and as much
judgment will be wanted to give it com-
plete effe®, and as much energy to mamn-
tain ity whillt neceflary, as anable general
exerts to prepare and enfure the execution
of the plans which his genius has conceiv-
ed.
¢ The firlt prohibitory law to be adopted
by every maritime ftate, is what is called,
in England, an A& of Navigation. Itis
[trange that, for more than a century,
England fhould have been the only nation
to promulgate an aét of this nature, which
may very well be defined, an imperious
order, addrefled to every government, and
to. all nations; and it i1s ftill more {trange
that not a fingle nation, except the United
States of America, fhould have oppofed to
this declaration of perpetual war, a mea-
{ure of reprifals.

“ A broad A& of Navigation may be
drawn up in fuch a manner as to compre-
hend the whole prohibitory laws of the local
commerce of every maritime power, with
all the diftinétions which the pecular cir-
camilances and relations of each may re-
quire. : ;

« [t does not appear ufeful or politic
that this act, like that of England, {hould
a. firlt include all nat ons inits prohibitions.
The chicf objeét of this mealure being to
procure its final abolition, and that of all
other laws of the {ame nature, it muft
not be the aét of any particular ftate, but
the federative a&t of all ; it is proper alfo,
that the navigation of powers, thus allied
in a common caufe,. thonld be mutually ac-
knowledged, favored, and equally pro-
tedted in their refpeétive ports.  The only
cxception from this law of reciprocity, is
the navigation between colonies and their|
mother country, which muft remain privi-
feged till better times 5 but with refpect to)
the coalting trade, and all imports and ex-
potts to and from other places, no differ-
cnce ought to cxilt between the national
and foreign trade of the powers engaged
in this caufes | .

¢ Thefe ideas of equal participation on
the one hand, joined to thofe of ftri@ pro.
hibition on thetother, will lead by degrees
to a gencral fyltem of participation, and by
a neceflary confequence, to an abolition of|

1 fhall not dwell longeron this idea ;
there are truths which it is not always pru=
dent to unfold to the wh.le extent of their
principles and confequences, leaft the alarm
be given to paflions interefted to prevent
their adoption. Thefe paflions do not lif
ten to the voice of calm difcuflion ; they
excite violent movements, they agitate,
t‘hcy overturn, they interpofe obilacles of
feduétion and intrigue Letween the nations
who wifh to connect themfelves for a coma
mon object, and who are difpoled to keep
up a good underftanding with each othera
[f the principles which I have developed
fhould net be productive of any good, it
1s not becaufe they ‘will not be felt, it is be=
caufe the irrefolute fpirit of the men to
whom they are addrefled, fluttuates be-
tween prejudice and a fenfe of interefty
men whofe charaer is enervated by fear,
and the liabit of giving way to circime
ftances, who are furrounded by ignorance
and corruption. Men who above all find
therifelves befet with  dangers, without
the power of comparing their magnitude,
or -approach with other dangers of a differ-
ent defcription, who live from day to day,,
and dragging out a miferable exiflence,
feek to'forget, in the pleafures and mono-
tony of aninad&ive life; the misfortunes
of dependance. ‘the vices of poverty, and
the dangers of weukuefs.
¢ My fole object i this chapter has been
to point out theé principles” of neutrality
adopted by - France, and to complete, by
an explanation of ‘her fyftem of gondux
towards neutral powers, the furvey of her
political fituation with regard to all civil
1zed nations, 1 had already proved that
France has fhewn herfelf faithfal and li-
beral to her allies, and that gencrofity and
juftice towards her ‘enemies, were congea!
nial to her principles, to her fentiments,
and to her interefts, it remained for me to
prove that her views in relation to the in-
dependence and profperity of "other ftatss,
were equally generous and magnanimous, -
and this I think I have proved beyond all
doubts.*’ : 4
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TO BE RENTED,
THE ftore lately in the tenure of Do&or Gal
laffpy and Co. TIts fituation.fo: bufincfs is
preferable to any ether in the City, being om
the Pennfylvamia Avenue, between the Prefi-
dent’s Houle and the Capitol, and within a few

yards of the fpot on which is to be immediately"
ereted the market houfe “

JOSIAS W. KING,
At the Capitol.
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May 29, 1801,

Take Notice—The gentlemen
compofing the company of militia formerly coma
manded by captain Lewis Williamfon, are res
quefled to return the ‘arms and accoutrements
that have been delivered them, belonging to the
ftate of Maryland, to the fubfcriber'ac the Na~
vy Yard. »
: By order of the brigadier general, -
SAMUEL N. SMALLWOOD.

Firlt Licutenant
epim

-

May 29, 180r.

FOR SALE,

The complete frames for two buildingsy
NE a4 feet by 24 feet, two fories, the o
ther 28 by 16, both of bett white oak and
prepared in the beft manner, being intended for
the ufe of the owner, Poplar feather-edged
plank. fufficient te complete, may be had with
them. Enquire of the printer.
¢ tf %

April 10, 5
Port Wine, firft quality, juft

received and for falc at the ftore of the fubfcriber
near the Prefident’s Square, next Mr. Rhodes’s

Tavern, 4
¢ ROBERI ELL +

; ; Wathington Cit;:ls’ %

Alfo a general affortment of Liguors, Teas,
Groceries, Spanifh and Eaft-India Scgars, and a
trunk of Ladies’ Kid morocco and leather Shoes)
c, X def -

Y

e

LONDON & PHILADELPHIA

Bottl:d Porter of an excelleng’
quality, for fale by the Subfcriber, at the eellf
bl

under the houfe occupicd by Mgrs. Swren
HENRY LEWIS.

and neac to MR, Ruoors’s City Tavern.
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