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«t [ hate a drinking companion, fays the Greek pro-
verb, who never forgets.”

I KNOW not a more fallacious opinion that
men entertain, than that there is a great

degree of friendfhip and generofity among per-
fons, who mingle in parties of diffipation and
intemperance: The warm profeffions of attach-
ment andigood will that flow fo éafily, in moments
of feftivity, are apt to lead a by-ftander o imagine
there is fome ferious friendfhip, atheart. Many
an imprudent youth has fallen a victim to the af-
feverations he heard at convivial meetings.
There is perhaps no defcription of men who pro-
claim their own generofity fo loudly, and yet
who icalize fewer fubftantial acts of it, from each
other, than thofe who enter circles, under the
ftile of bottie-companions. It is hardly credible
to one, who has not ftrictly noticed it, how flender
the ties are, that are created by fuclia connedétion.

Theidea conveyed in my motto may be taken
in two different fenfes ; and the reader may make
his choice of them. Itis true, that when per-
fons are engaged in adrinking match, they fhould
wifh to forget their cares and misfortunes ; and
it will heighten their hilarity, if they can fo far
drewn their reflection, as to forget the duty they
owe their character and family. And it is like-
wife true, that fuch aflociates defire that whatever
vaffes at their {cenes of conviviality fhould not
t)e repeated elfewhere. In either of thefe con-
ftructions, that companion who does not lofe
his recollec¢tion will be hated by the reft. What
can be more offenfive, in the jollity of a debauch,
than remonftrances ot reafon, or lectures of mo-
rality! What can be more difgufting, when the
debauch is over, than a jult defcription of the ac-
tions, and recital of the expreflions, with which
it was attended. Ifa vociferous perfon throws
off all reftraint ia the hours of his merriment, he
certainly cannot wifh to behold a portrait of him-
{elf, when he is fober. His own conduct ; his ewn
converfation are thelaft things inthe world, that
he can hear or recolleét with approbation and
pleafure. I would advife all fuch clubs, that the
firlt article of their aflociation fthould be a folemn
oath of fecrecy. Otherwile they may often be
fhocked at a view of their own picture. But the
greateft advantage of forgerfulnefs confifts in
freeing one from the pain and inconvenience of
being reminded of promifes, thatare made, when
the heart is opened by mirth and intemperance,
When chis kind of openefs and generofity difco-
ver themfelves, among Bacchanalians over the
bottle, it is not intended they fhould afford any
claim ypon the perfon, in whom they are exhi-
bired.

I lately met with my old college acquaintance,
Jocurvus. Ashe did not appear with his former
dignity and fprightline(s, I had the curiofity to
enquire into his circumftances and profpects. I
found him deftitute of money and friends; and
that he bad neither charadter to deferve theone,
nor induftry to procure the other. He complain-
ed of ill-health ; and his conftitution was too
much wrecked with intemperarnce to be reclaim-
ed. ‘It was difficult for him to aflume refolution
enough torelate his vices and misfortunes ; and
his appearance was {o mean and flovenly, that he
was not willing to be recognized, even when I
called him by name. The terms of intimacy on
which we had formerly affociated made us both
communicative,

When I knew l]0 uLvus, fome years ago, he
drefled handfomely, pofleffed an eafy flow of fpi-
rics, and was generally efteemed for his amr:xb‘]‘e
qualifications. His patrimonial eftate was fafli
cient, with care and attention, to have afforded
him adecent fupport. [thappened unfortunate-
ly thathe loved pleafure more than bufinefs ; and
knew better how to fquander a fortune, than to
keep, or to gainone. Though he was born and
educated in the country, he early conceived-an
idea, that he could enjoy life in greater perfec-
tion, by taking a refidence in fome populous town.
He followed his inclination, and entered at once
into {cenes of diffipation and extravagance. Soon
after he fixed himfelf in a city, he fell into com-
pany with a fet of profligate youngfters, who cal-
led themfelves choice [pirits. This appellation ac-
corded fo well with the f’celinj;s of JocurLus,
that he eagerly folicited an admiffion into the
club.  Asheappeared alight hearted, accommo-
dating young man,his comrades viewed him as an
acquifition. They foondifcovered the depth'of
his purfe, and knew intimately his hopes and in-
tentions. Tt was their firflt attempe to perfuade
Aim that he had roo noble afpirit to fubmit to the
drudgery of bufinefs, and that when he had {pent

his property, he could not be at alofs for friends,

Thus he was beguiled into a courfe of idlenefs and
debauchery, which foon plunged him into debt,
and alienated him from his old {riends and con-
nections.

‘The honeft, unfufpecting temper of Jocurus,
though it gave his new comrades a controul over
his time and money, was ftill a fource of much
altercation. From his ignorance of human na-
ture, he fuppofed thar men never fpoke but with
fincerity ; never promifed but with an intention
to fulfil. He would often repeatin the day,what
he had heard in the revels of the night ; and fome-
times called in good earneft for the affiftance that
was fo lavifhly offered, when he ftood in no need
of it. In this way, he mortified them by thereci-
tal of their folly and imprudence ; and vexed them
by his demands on their juftice to reimburfe his
advances ; and by his appeal to their generofity to
put him into better circumftances. But neither
their juftice, their generofity, or their pity afford-
ed the leaft relief to Jocurus, and he now re-
mains as wretched as viceand poverty canrender
him. The choice fpirits have totally difcarded
him, and ridicule him as a low-bred fellow who
remembers too well.
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I'O THE PUBLIC CREDITORS.

P‘RO.\I many of the evils which happen to a
L good citizen, he extracts a happinefs asthey
pafs. The patriotic creditor, who depofited his
property ‘with the public, has the happinefs of
reflecting that his lofs contributed to the fafety
of millions, and laid the foundation of an em-
pire, in which we hope feience and virtue will per-
petuate freedom. There have been many delays,
and many things done on the part of the public,
which ought not to have been ; ftill you have no
reafon to defpair of national juftice. Somethere
may be who would fpunge the whole, and oblivi-
ate 'your claims—thefe men are of fmall number,
and ftill lefs influence—they act not from princi-
ple, and falfely fuppofing the meafure would be
popular, have baulked their own expectations of
‘ferment. Asthe cafe is circumftanced, if there

ere no fenfe of juftice, a princ balicy

would {upport your claim with every fiderate
' 4 ’ E

man : f > dri two hundred thou-

citizens, isan event

rded, and might produce

worfe confequences than the moft rigorous pay-
ment. . Convinced of thefe fadts, the creditors
ought not to be too hafty in their expectations
fromthe prefent government. Letitbe feen that
your patience hath not been the effect of neceflity,
but from a conviction of the deranged ftate of
the National finances. The mindisapttovibrate
in extremes, and from too greatdefpondency rife
into fanguine hopes, which never can be realized.
Something of this I have obferved in the credi-
tors of the nation. To arrange a {cheme of finance
—to liquidate many unfettled claims—to fearch
from anew, the refources of this greatcountry,
and to adjuft the whole into a fyftem beneficial
to agriculture, commerce and manufactures, re-
quires grear ability and induftry in the official
departments, and the moft candid indulgence of
all parties concerned. The gentlemen whohaye
thefe duties in truft, poflefs too much good fenf=
to hazard their own refponfibility in a fadden
manner, and before they can poflibly afcertain
the means which may be exerted. Returning
orderinthe treafury department, isthefirft thing
neceffary—this you may fee, and for the reft,
there muft be time to adjuft meafures which will
be durable. If the legiflature were to decide
without previous information from its executive,
or the executive ro endamnger irs exiftence by re-
commending without knowledge, it would betray
a want of the proper capacity, to relieve a nation
from fuch confufion as we have experienced. Cer-
tainly it will be for the public advantage to ftop
the accumulation of interelt ona great debr, fpee-
dily as can be ; you may therefore depend on
every thing which is confiftent wilth jultice and
humanity to the people, and more than this ought
not to be granted. The refources of the Uni-
ted States are increafing, and in a few years may
do what is at prefent impoflible. Yon have no
right to expe@, that funds can be fuddenly erect-
ed and formalized, fufficient to anfwer the literal
promifes of the public ; but oughtforthe prefent
to be fatisfied with what in this country hath been
‘efteemed {inall intereft for property : On the other
hand, national honor and juftice require, that the
funds provided fhould be in theirnature increafin

ones, that the dividend you receive may increafe
with the publicability, untilitarrives to the point

of equitable intereft ; after which, allincreafein

the national revenue, may become a finking tund
to do away the general debt, if that be judged
beft. By fundsthus conftitutedand facredly ap-
propriated, a compromife may be made be-
tween the nation amd its creditors, honorable
for one, and fafe for the other. Ina country of
increafing'commerce and population,and in which
every year brings a million acres of new land in-
to taxable improvement, there is the beft oppor-
tunity for funds of the above defeription. The
State Creditors appear t6 me in the moft hazar-
dous fituation, and ought immediately to unite
their influence; that they may be placed on the
fame footing with the creditors of the United
States—the meafure muft take place now or never;
—You have a reafonable demand—Your proper-
ty was advanced for the common defence, and if
an application is made in feafon, you muft be
heard. I can forefee but one objection to be
made to this meafure, which is,that it willinereafe
the value of State fecurities, and make them of e-
qual goodnefs with the Continental : But he muft
be a churl indeed, who objects on this ground,
when it is confidered how much the State creditors
have loft in the principal of their debr, and that
the appreciation will arife from the fimple cir-
cumf{tances of giving them a more extended cir-
culation, and placing them on the credit of a
known government, and not from laying any
new burdens on the people. The National and
State fecurities ouglht to be confidered as negocia-
ble bank ftock, and one circumftance on whichits
credit and confequent value depends, is the ex-
tenfivenefs of its circulation, and the credit of
the government pledged for its redemption. For
thefe reafons, one liundred pounds placed in the
funds of the United States, will be of greater va-
lue thap the fame fum bearing the fame intereft,
in the funds of a fingle State. Iam not an ad-
vocate for encreafing the demands on the people
—they have already been too great,and as a friend
of the people I fhall endeavor to fhew ftillmore
plainly the impofitions they have fuffered. The
people pay a certain fum annuaily for intereft on
the State debt, and it is of little confequence tg
them, whether this centers inthe treafury of the

United States, or of a particular State. If bythe
adoption of one general {yfteni, both people and
creditors may be benefited, every friend of his

country will give an Iinfluence to complet

From a Hartford Paper.

ENGLISH ARTICLE:

A Gentleman from the Weft of England went
ik to London a few weeks ago, to receive :
legacy of sool. which he propofed to bring with
him into the country. His fervanr, apprifed of
his mafters errand; imprudeéntly talked of it ag
an inn upon the road. A perfonin the room, o
appearance a tradefnan, but in reality a highway-
man; overheard the converfation, and determin-
ed to poflefs himfelf of the booty. Purfuing the
gentleman to London, he watched all his mo-
tions, and c¢n his return into the country was
ready to follow him. On the other fide of Houn-
flow, near the turnpike on Smallberry Greeny
the robber came up with the chaife, and pafled
it full gallop, but at the gate, not having a fingle
penny to pay the toll, appearing confufed, he
took out his handkerchief and begged the turn-
pikeman to take it as a pledgé. The gentleman
in the chaife having obferved the tranfaction, omn
his coming up inquired the caufe; and promi-
fing to return the handkerchiefto the owner, paid
the penny for him. He prefently overtook the
highwayman,'and ordered his chaife to ftop. Pray,
Sir, faid he, 1s this your handkerchief? If fo, I
fear you are in great diftrefs. I am indeed, Sir,
replied the man, in the greateft that is poffible.
Allow me, then, replied the gentleman, to relieve
your immediate wants; and, drawing out his
purfe, prefented him with five guineas. Your
generofity, faid the highwayman, difarms me 5 your
[ive guineas have faved you five hundred :—and, turn«
ing his horfe immediately rode off.

LONDON:

QCTOBER 20: :
ERHAPS thereis no part of Europe where fuch
an unreftrained toleration isallowed to per-
fons of every religious denomination as in the fe-
ven United Provinces : Amfterdam may be given as
an epitome of the whole. The eftablithed reli-
ion is Calvinifm, and the people of that per-
fuafion make up one third of the inhabitants, the
Roman Catholics another third, and the Luther-
ans, Arminians, Anabaptifts, Quakersand Jews,
compofe the remainder. Each fect hasits parti-
cular places of worfhip, whofe paftors may walk
the public ftreets with thofe diftinc¢tions of drefs
which immediately charadterizes them. No ad-




